
-DRAFT- 
Meeting Summary 

WESTAR-WRAP Spring 2023 Business Meeting 
Portland, OR 

April 25-27, 2023 
 
 
1.  The meeting was opened by Ali Mirzakhalili, WESTAR President; and Randy Ashley, Confederate 
Salish, Pend d’Oreilles and Kootenai Tribes and Nancy Vehr, WRAP Co-Chairs.  
 
2.  The webinar recordings for all sessions can be found here:  https://www.westar.org/westar-wrap-spring-
business-meeting/.  
 
3.  The Business meeting began with committee and organization status reports:   
 

• WRAP Board welcome (Randy Ashley, Confederated Salish, Pend d’ Oreilles, 
and Kootenai Tribes, WRAP Tribal Co-Chair and Gordon Pierce, CO, WRAP 
State Co- Chair) 

• WESTAR Council welcome (Ali Mirzakhalili, President) 
• Introductions around the room and on Zoom 
• Welcome to Oregon (Ali Mirzakhalili, OR) 

 
Business and Organizational Activities 

• Staff Reports (Rhonda Payne, Jay Baker, Jeff Gabler, (WRAP and WESTAR)) 
• Committee reports (Weston Carloss and Rebekka Fine, Planning Committee; 

Kristen Martin, Technical Committee) 

• Financial report (Daniel Czecholinski, AZ, Treasurer) 
 
4.  The afternoon of the first day of the meeting started with a session outlining the results of the Western 
Visibility Initiative: Potential Areas of Improvement in the  Western Visibility Initiative. 
 

5.  Followed by a session on the wildfire crisis facilitated by Rick Graw, USFS.  Liz Berger, the Pacific 
NW Regional Forester provided opening remarks.  The following presentations were made: 

 
• Pete Caligiuri, The Nature Conservancy 
• Joe Restaino, CalFire – (virtual) 
• Pete Lahm, USFS 

 
 

 

 

https://www.westar.org/westar-wrap-spring-business-meeting/
https://www.westar.org/westar-wrap-spring-business-meeting/
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/WESTAR-presentation_4-25-2023.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Staff-Reports-2023-Spring-Business-Meeting.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Planning-Committee-Update-Spring2023.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/WESTAR_TechCommitteeSpring2023_draft_v1.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Financial-Status-spring-2023.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Visibility-Initiative-PAIs.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/WESTAR-Presentation_DryForestsFire_April-2023.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023-WESTAR-WRAP_Restaino-1.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/WESTAR_Lahm4_25_23.pdf


7.  The second day of the meeting started with the OAQPS update: 
OAQPS Update (Scott Mathias and Chet Wayland, USEPA OAQPS)  

 

8.  Followed by a presentation on smoke ozone and aerosols in Utah by Dan Jaffe, University of 
Washington, Bothell:  The Salt Lake Regional Smoke, Ozone and Aerosol Study (SAMOZA). 

 

9.  The morning concluded with a session on methane leaks at abandoned and orphaned wells and minesled 
by Linda Geiser, USFS: 

 
• Measuring and Monitoring Methane for Mitigation (Linda Geiser, USFS) 
• Orphaned wells and the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (Jeff Sorkin, USFS) 
• CARB Satellite Monitoring Partnership Overview (Stephen Zelinka, CARB) 

 

 

10.  The afternoon began with a session on Climate Pollution Reduction Planning Grant tools:   
Climate Pollution Reduction Grants and other IRA–related initiatives  

• EPA State and Local Climate and Energy Program Tools and Resources 
(Phil Assmus, EPA’s State and Local Climate and Energy Program) 

• IRA CPRG:  Overview of Technical Assistance Resources (Shannon 
Koplitz and Shaun Ragnauth, EPA OAQPS) 
 

11.  The final session of the afternoon focused on PM2.5: 
 

• PM2.5 FEM Network and Data Quality (Tim Hanley, EPA OAQPS) 
• Implications of a Lower PM2.5 NAAQS (Rebekka Fine – CARB) 
• Exceptional Events in the Wake of PM2.5 NAAQS Revision (Tori Heroux – 

OR) 
• Online Exceptional Events Demo Tool (Melissa Maestas and Ranil 

Dhammapala, SCAQMD) 

 

11.  The WRAP Board covened on Thursday morning.  Nancy Vehr and Randy Ashley, WRAP Board Co-
chairs provided a welcome, agenda review and overview of the WRAP.  Rhonda Payne covered the status of 
Board Memer terms and the WRAP Charter amendments. 

The Technical Steering Committee and WRAP Work Groups reported out: 
• Oil and Gas WG (15 min) 
• Fire and Smoke WG  (30 min) 
• Regional Technical Operations WG (15 min) 

https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Mathias-WESTAR-Spring-2023_NAAQS_RH_Update_FNL4-26-23.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Wayland-Technical-Updates-WESTAR-Spring-2023-1.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Jaffe_Westar_April_2023.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Geiser-WESTAR-CH4-measrmnt%5e0monitoring-1.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/WESTAR-Methane-Reduction-from-Plugging-Orphaned-Wells.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Satellite-Methane-Program-Presentation-for-WESTAR_copy-3.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/SLB-Overview-for-WESTAR-1.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/CPRG_resources_WESTAR_20230426.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/WESTAR-PM25-FRM-FEM-April-26-2023.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023-WESTAR-Spring-Business-Meeting-CARB-PM2.5-Presentation.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/WESTARExceptionalEvents-1.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/SCAQMD_slides_Westar_Spring_Business_Meeting_2023.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Spring-Business-Mtg-OGWG-Slides-1.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/WESTAR-WRAP-meeting-FSWG-presentation.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/rtowg_westar_spring2023v2.pdf


• Regional Haze Planning WG (15 min) 
 Rhonda Payne (WESTAR), Tim Allen (USFS), Kristen Martin (OR) and Brandon 
McGuire (MT) lead a discussion regarding using CAMx in  CAMx for Desktop Presentation 

 

Jenny Hand (CSU) provided a presentation on IMPROVE data:   IMPROVE 
Monitoring Presentation 

 
The meeting was adjourned at12 noon PDT on April 27. 
 
Participants: 

Allen Tim U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Anderson Mary Idaho Dept. of Environmental Quality 
Anderson Bret Bureau of Land Management 

Anderson Whitney 
Department of Interior - Orphaned Wells 
Program Office 

Ashley Randy Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes 
Assmus Phillip US EPA 
Baca Michael NMED 
Baker Jay WESTAR 
Ballard Laura DEQ 
Bird Bryce Utah Division of Air Quality 
Bonifacino Gina US EPA 
Butt Neal New Mexico Air Quality Bureau 

Carloss Weston 
Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment - Air Pollution Control Division 

Chambers Margee Spokane Regional Clean Air Ageny 
Close Becky Utah Division of Air Quality 
Collins Catherine US Fish and Wildlife 
Czecholinski Daniel Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
DellaRocco Thomas Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 
Dengel Robert Department of Ecology, Air Quality 
Devore Lisa National Park Service 
Dhammapala Ranil South Coast AQMD 
Dragoni Danilo Nevada - DEP 
Epstein Scott South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Fine Rebekka CA Air Resources Board 
Floyd Tiffany Idaho DEQ 
Gabler Jeffrey WESTAR Council 
Gadret Jackie WESTAR 
Geiser Linda USDA Forest Service 
Giska JR Oregon DEQ 
Grainey Beth Nevada Division of Environmental Protection 
Hall Josh US Forest Service 

https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023SpringWESTAR_RHPWG.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/CAMx-for-Desktop-Presentation_WESTAR_Spring_2023.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/WRAP_230410_Hand.pdf
https://www.westar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/WRAP_230410_Hand.pdf


Hand Jenny Colorado State University 
Hankins Martha Washington State Department of Ecology 
Heroux Tori Oregon DEQ 
Howell Lori K Shoshone-Bannock Tribes 
Johns Aislinn Idaho DEQ 
Jones Mark New Mexico Environment Department 

Kaufman Garrison 
Air Pollution Control Division - Colorado 
Department of Public Health & Environment 

King Kirsten National Park Service 
Kotchenruther Robert US EPA 
Kuoppamaki Heather Oregon DEQ 
Lee Susan Department of the Interio 
Maestas Melissa South Coast AQMD 
Martin Kristen Oregon DEQ 
Matthias Scott  

McGuire Brandon 
Montana Department of Environmental 
Quality 

McNeel Pleas USDA Forest Service 
McTigue Erin US EPA Region 10 
Miller Margaret Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 
Mirzakhalili Ali Oregon DEQ 
Morphis Seth USFS 
Ogletree Michael CDPHE 
Orman Michael Oregon DEQ 
Payne Rhonda WESTAR/WRAP 
Perron Ralph US Forest Service 
Peters Melanie National Park Service 
Potter Darla Wyoming DEQ - AQD 
Potts Amber WDEQ 
Rao Meenakshi Oregon DEQ 
Rose Anita USDA Forest Service 
Rudloff Owen Oregon DEQ 
Sadler Wade Oregon DEQ 
Salazer Holly National Park Service 
Sandoval Adrienne EPA 
Schumacher Karen Kootenai Tribe of Idaho 
Semerad Jim North Dakota Dept. of Environmental Quality 
Silverstein Mike Regional Air Quality Council 
Simpson Julie Nez Perce Tribe - Air Quality Program 
Sorkin Jeff US Forest Service 
Spenillo Justin US EPA Region 10 
Stedman Richard Monterey Bay Air Resources District 
Stocum Jeffrey Oregon DEQ 
Taylor Kathy WA Dept. of Ecology 



Trenga Carol Oregon Health Authority 
Tucker Andrew NDEP 
Uhl Mary WESTAR 
Ulrich Liz Montana DEQ 
Vehr Nancy WDEQ/AQD 
Viswanathan Krishna US EPA, Region 10 
Wayland Chet US EPA OAQPS 
Webster Jill Forest Service 
Wollerman JR Oregon DEQ 

Ziemba Neil 
US Department of Interior, Orphaned Well 
Program Office 
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