January 21, 2003

TO:

WESTAR State Air Directors



Federal Land Management Partners

FROM:

Dan Johnson, WESTAR

SUBJECT:
Recommendations related to permit actions subject to review under the FLAG guidance.

Several actions to address issues related to the implementation of the Federal Land Managers AQRV Workgroup (FLAG) guidance were identified by federal and state participants in a meeting on November 7, 2002.  The purpose of this memo is to summarize the consensus recommendations of the participants.

Recommended actions:

Consultation

States should consider including federal land management agency representatives in pre-application review meetings.  Consultation between the state and the permit applicant prior to the formal submittal of an application can help to clarify expectations and expedite permit approval.  Likewise, early consultation with FLM representatives can help to identify and address areas and issues of concern before an application is submitted, potentially avoiding a finding of adverse impact by the FLM during the comment period.

Timely Notification

States with mandated permit-processing timeframes should notify federal land management agencies immediately upon determining that a permit application is complete.  This will afford FLM representatives the maximum time allowed under state or local regulations to resolve issues that might otherwise result in an adverse impact finding.

Full Disclosure

Permit applications should clearly indicate the source of emission and meteorological inputs used in the impact assessment, and specify where alternatives to default values were used in modeling demonstrations.  State and FLM representatives may not be able to confirm analyses performed by the permit applicant when the underlying data used in the impact assessment is not fully disclosed or is unclearly documented.  While the applicant’s choice of data inputs may be appropriate, the inability to confirm the analysis by the permitting agency can result in the permit being denied or delayed.  Delays, denials and findings of adverse impact can be avoided when the applicant clearly documents the source of the input data and any deviations from default recommendations.

