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	May 28, 2003

WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Minutes




The meeting began at 2:00 Pacific time. Council members and delegates present included:

	Phil Allen, OR

Dave Collier, OR

Tom Bachman, ND

Ron King, AK

Mike Silverstein, CO

Bob Habeck, MT

Rick Sprott, UT

Willy Nagamine, HI
	Don Vidrine, MT

Colleen Cripps, NV

Sandra Ely, NM

Andy Ginsburg, OR

Stu Clark, WA

Steve Arnold, CO

Mary Uhl, NM


WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson.

Agenda topics:

1) Announcements (Sandra Ely, Dan Johnson)

2) Topics/speakers for next WESTAR meeting (All)

3) Draft agenda for Fall Technical Conference on PSD increment tracking (Mary Uhl)

4) Draft agenda for rural 8-hour ozone workshop (Steve Arnold)

5) NG flash emissions (Rick Sprott); Draft workshop agenda (Mike Silverstein)

6) Issues with online SIPs (Rick Sprott)

7) Draft follow-up letter on SIP improvement initiative (Sandra Ely)

8) Utility MACT
1) Announcements. 

· As there were no comments/corrections on the draft 4/28 conference call summary posted on the WESTAR website, the summary is now final.

· Air directors were reminded to submit their completed PSD related surveys to Dave Klemp by 5/30

· Jeff Gabler will be returning to WESTAR as Training Manager

· Regarding PSD boundary designation policy, there will be a meeting in Chicago with key EPA representatives. WESTAR representatives will be Sandra Ely, Colleen Cripps, Dave Klemp, and Tina Anderson. John Bunyak and Rich Fisher will represent the FLMs. The purpose of the meeting will be to draft core principles that will be the basis for EPA policy development. The draft principles will be circulated to the air directors for comment.

2) Topics/speakers for next WESTAR meeting
This topic was at first deferred to later in the agenda. As a part of the discussion under item 3 below, most participants agreed that the directors should plan to participate in the last part of the Fall Technical Conference on Wednesday morning (9/17). There might also be a states-only meeting to discuss the recommendations from the participants in the Fall Technical Conference. Two additional items came up over the course of the call: STAPPA’s NSR model rule and posting SIPs on the web. 

Action Item: Dan will circulate an email asking for agenda topics and speakers. Air directors are asked to “reply all” to the email with their suggestions.

3) Draft agenda for Fall Technical Conference on PSD increment tracking
Mary Uhl presented a draft agenda. The proposed agenda includes the right topics, however there are differing opinions on whether or not to invite EPA’s participation in the discussions. There was agreement to include them in the discussion on the morning of 9/17, however the states want the opportunity to review staffs’ recommendations prior to sharing the recommendations with EPA. Same for FLMs – they should be included in the 9/17 discussions. WESTAR representatives will also discuss this in Chicago with Bill Harnett and Bill Wehrum. Mary asked for help in identifying state speakers. In addition to those on the draft agenda, Colleen offered to have Greg Remer and/or Mike Elgin(?) make presentations.

Action Item: Dan and Mary will update the agenda and circulate it for further comment.

4) Draft agenda for rural 8-hour ozone workshop
Steve Arnold discussed a draft agenda for the workshop. The scope and focus look good – nature of the problem; what sources are contributing to the problem. 

Action Items:

· Schedule workshop for early November

· Continue to pursue EPA funding

· Include local air agencies, EPA, FLMs and the modeling center.
5) NG flash emissions; Draft workshop agenda
Rick summarized recent discussions between EPA Region 8 and Region 8 states regarding flash tank emissions. He will draft a proposal that brings together WESTAR’s interest in sharing information about flash emissions and appropriate controls and Region 8’s interest in getting emission related information from the sources through a section 114 letter. Given EPA’s interest, WESTAR’s workshop will need to occur in the next two months.

Action Items:

· Rick will finish his “concept paper” and forward to Dan to circulate to the air directors for comments

· Dan and Mike Silverstein will continue to work on a draft agenda, including speakers, date (late July?) and location (Denver?).
6) Issues with online SIPs
Rick summarized his concerns about a recent court settlement that will to require states in Region 9 to post their SIPs on the web. Delays in EPA approval of state submittals will result in discrepancies between what is actually approved in the SIP, what has been submitted but not yet approved, and rules that are being implemented by the state but not in the SIP. Rick recommended that this be included on our fall business meeting agenda.

7)  Draft follow-up letter on SIP improvement initiative
Sandra summarized the purpose of the letter and asked for comments on the draft circulated earlier. 

Action Items: Comments are to be sent to Dan by the end of the week, and the letter will be sent to EPA early next week.

8) Utility MACT
Time ran out before we could discuss this issue. 

Action Item:  Dan will email the air directors scheduling a conference call to discuss this topic for late next week.

The call ended at 3:25 Pacific time.

