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COMMENCEMENT OF MEETING
Monday, November 14 – 15, 2000
1:00 p.m.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

WESTAR President, Terry O’Clair welcomed all attendees to the Fall Business Meeting.  He gave a brief overview of the schedule for the next few days.  He then called for the approval of the Spring 2000 Business Meeting minutes.

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes (Spring Business Meeting, 2000)

Motion:
Ron King moved to approve the Spring Business Meeting Minutes.  This motion was seconded by Margie Perkins and carried unanimously without additions or corrections.

WELCOME TO CALIFORNIA

Terry O’Clair introduced Lynn Terry of the California Air Resources Board.  As a representative for the host state, she welcomed all to California.  She addressed various projects California is involved in and answered questions from other member states.

Among the issues, she discussed:

· California has designated diesel emissions as an toxic air pollutant

· Communities have expressed interest in knowing what their exposure is to toxic air pollutants

· Regulations for heavy duty diesels and off road engines

· Changes to California’s I/M program

· New developments in motor fuels

In addition to the above, she predicted that electrical energy supplies would become a very big issue in the West very soon.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Dan Johnson gave a summary of FY 2000 accomplishments including:

· Status of action items from Spring meeting

· Progress toward our vision

· Results from one-on-one meetings with Directors

Dan then turned to Tom Webb for a summary of the budget status.

Following Tom’s summary, Jeff Gabler detailed the following items:

· Ad hoc funds

· Training funding

Finally, Bob Lebens addressed the fire survey conducted by WESTAR.  He identified other members of a Fire Working Group including: Pete Lahm (USDA Forest Service), Mark Fitch, Arizona, and Fred Greef, Washington.  Bob and Pete presented compiled results, summarized findings focusing on information sharing, NEPA and research.  At the conclusion of the presentation they asked for feedback on a list of compiled recommendations.

ACTION ITEM:
The Council asked Bob Lebens to prepare a list of recommendations into specific actions for WESTAR to complete regarding the survey findings.

LESSONS LEARNED FROM SUMMER 2000 FIRES

Pete Lahm, USDA Forest Service, presented many facts regarding the fires of the summer of 2000.  Among them were:

· This year was the worst fire year since 1910

· Activities of the Fire Emissions Joint Forum (FEJF)

· Importance of real time monitoring during fires

· Communications issues

· Potential ozone increases caused by fires

· Presented excellent background material and handouts

· CA/ID looking into or implementing short term standards

The meeting concluded for the day at 5:00 p.m.  All were invited to attend an organized social at a local restaurant later that evening.

SECOND DAY OF MEETING
Tuesday, November 14, 2000

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Bill Becker, STAPPA/ALAPCO, continued discussion from the morning Executive Breakfast concerning STAPPA/WESTAR relations and STAPPA’s representing western states on national issues.  

THE VIEW FROM THE OTHER WASHINGTON

Bill Becker and Greg Green  (EPA, OTAQ) gave their perspectives on the following issues:

· Life under a new Administration and a new Congress

· Clean Air Act Reauthorization

· The future of 105 grant funding

· NAAQS litigation – whither the PM standard?

· Climate change air toxics, and more

At the conclusion of their presentation, they answered questions presented by attendees.  

The following is a list of prepared questions presented to Bill and Greg:
1.
Next year, there will be a new Congress and a new Administration in the White House.  What changes do you expect, and how will the states be affected by those changes?




*  The votes for the president and senate were too close at the time to present 




opinions regarding life under a new administration.


2.
It has been 10 years since the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments.  What are the plans 



for Clean Air Act reauthorization?  What changes to the CAA are in the works?  



When will the debate begin?  Who are the key players?  What proposals seem to have 


support?



*
Bill Becker does not anticipate any major changes to the CAA given the lack of a 



clear mandate from the public as evidenced by the close Presidential and Senate 




votes.

3. Some say that the criteria pollutant battle has been won.  Do you anticipate a shift in priorities from criteria pollutants to either climate change or toxics, and, if so, what types of programs should we expect in the coming years?

*
Both Bill and Greg stated that the toxics problem is a priority issue for the 
coming years.  Bill cited benzene as an example.

4. Taking inflation into account, 105 grant dollars have been declining in recent years.  Many states are feeling the pinch, and some are faced with staff layoffs as a result.  What is your sense of the future of 105 grant funds?  Do you have any suggestions for actions western states can take to ensure adequate funding for federally mandated programs?

*
Bill Becker talked about the likelihood of addressing the funding formula and 
STAPPA’s strong position against off the top funding. 

5. What are you hearing about NAAQS litigation, and when can we expect resolution?



*
Based on the tone set in the oral arguments, Bill and others predicted that EPA 




will prevail on the NAAQS litigation – a decision is expected by June.

6. What priority initiatives will your organization be working on in the coming two years?



*
STAPPA’s priorities include:

· More work regarding toxic air pollutants

· STAPPA will reach out and spend more time with State and Local organizations

· Clean Air Act Reauthorization
REGIONAL HAZE

Patrick Cummins (WGA) summarized the activities of WRAP.  In addition, he also discussed the submission of the SO2 Annex (submitted on 9-29-00) and a “planning team meeting” to develop a top down work plan for WRAP.  

Andy Ginsburg gave a summary report on the IOC, Dan Olson detailed activities of the Northern Air Managers (NAM) Committee and Bob Raisch reported on the Technical Oversight Committee.

Bob Lebens presented the RA BART report.  He asked for approval to submit the report to WGA.

Motion:
A motion was moved and seconded to submit the RA BART report to the Western Governor’s Association once finalized.

WESTAR Council State Air Director Caucus

The WESTAR Council, in its role as a State Air Director Caucus on WRAP matters developed a slate of candidates for the WRAP committees.  The following are the final selections:


IOC:

Andy Ginsburg (Co-chair)
2 years




Dan Olson


3 years




Rick Sprott


1 year


TOC:

Mike George
  (Co-chair)
1 year




Bob Saunders


3 years




Dana Mount


2 years

These nominations were forwarded to Pat Cummins for WRAP consideration. 

Dan Johnson summarized the proposal by WESTAR to host the Regional Technical Center.  Subsequently, WESTAR was not selected as the contractor for this project.

THIRD DAY OF MEETING
Wednesday, November 15, 2000

AGRICULTURE AND AIR QUALITY TASK FORCE COMMENTS

Bob Lebens requested permission to finalize and forward comments to EPA on their proposed policy on Agriculture and Air Quality.  There were no changes suggested to the comments.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Dave McNeill, Theresa Pella, Prabahat Bhargava, and Pat Hanrahan gave summaries of their respective committee activities.  

Additionally, Theresa Pella reported on the Committee Review Team’s recommendations.


Motion:
After significant discussion, Stu Clark, WA State Dept. of Ecology, 




moved and Margie Perkins, State of Colorado, seconded a motion to 




move forward with the recommendations with one qualification: the 




group must meet to flesh out operational details for presentation at 




the Spring 2001 meeting. 
2001 BUDGET AND WORK PLAN REVIEW

Dan Johnson presented the 2001 budget and work plan being submitted to EPA for grant application.


Motion:
Ron King, State of Alaska, moved and Orville Green, State of Idaho 




seconded a motion to finalize and submit the 2001 WESTAR budget 




and work plan to EPA for grant application.
Tom Webb provided secondary discussion and funding information regarding the 2001 budget.

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS BY AIR DIRECTORS

Several council members requested time to discuss issues that would be of interest to other WESTAR members.  Some of the topics brought up included:

1. Do states exempt agricultural facilities from air quality permitting?

2. Stu Clark discussed an issue that Washington is having with EPA over Maintenance of Effort (MOE).

3. Rick Sprott discussed several issues he is having with the EPA Regional 8 office.

4. Ron King discussed issues that Alaska is having with EPA regarding approval of BACT discussions made under an approved PSD Program.  Among other comments he:

a. thanked WESTAR for the training provided,

b. circulated a copy of a permit benchmark study

c. discussed issues they have with EPA over a CO SIP.

5. Chris Shaver discussed the FLAG report and the Park Service’s request that EPA set secondary standards for PM.

6. Colleen Cripps, State of Nevada, reported that Nevada has hired a contractor to do increment analysis.

Finally, suggestions were requested for the location of the Spring 2001 meeting.  Suggestions included:  Tucson, Jackson Hole, and Lake Tahoe.

SUMMARY OF ACTION ITEMS AND CLOSING

The following list details action items introduced at this meeting:

1. Finalize and submit final RA BART report

2. Forward candidates for WRAP committees to Bob Raisch for submission to WRAP.

3. Finalize and submit AAQTF recommendation comments

4. Move ahead on Committee Review Team recommendations and develop operational 
details 
for presentation at next Business Meeting

5. Submit 2001 work plan and budget to EPA for approval.

6. Develop more specific recommendations based on fire survey results

7. Prepare grant application in anticipation of funding advisory from EPA.

8. Recommendations for meeting sites for the Spring 2001 Business Meeting were 
entertained, including: Tucson, Jackson Hole and Lake Tahoe.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 12:00 noon.

