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	April 28, 2003

WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Minutes




The meeting began at 1:30. Council members and delegates present included:

	Kyrik Rombaugh, SD

Brad Schultz, SD

Terry O’Clair, ND

Tom Bachman, ND

Dave Klemp, MT

Dan Olson, WY

Tom Chapple, AK

Rick Sprott, UT

Willy Nagamine, HI
	Eric Massey, AZ

Don Vidrine, MT

Mehrdad Moghimi, NV

Sandra Ely, NM

Andy Ginsburg, OR

Stu Clark, WA

Steve Arnold, CO

John Volkerding, NM


WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Don Arkell, and Bob Lebens

Agenda topics:

1. Draft comments – Routine Maintenance, Repair and Replacement

2. Rural 8-hour ozone

3. Date/topics for fall business meeting

4. Utility/mercury MACT comments

5. Other topics as time permits

Announcements

· The spring business meeting summary, including links to presentations, is posted on WESTAR’s website, on the Downloads page.

· The final report: “Evaluation of Resources Needed by State Air Auality Agencies to Develop Regional Haze Control Plans” is also posted on the Downloads page.

1. Date/topics for fall business meeting. 

Dan J noted that meeting evaluations from the spring business meeting in San Francisco clearly indicated that the EPA panel discussions, with questions and topics prepared in advance, was “most useful”. In large part, this success was based on the efforts of the air directors and committee staff, identifying issues and topics well enough in advance so that the best speakers were at our meeting to address topics of interest. We would like to have a similar session at the fall business meeting in Seattle. Directors we asked to think about topics of interest for discussion on our next conference call. After some discussion, the directors chose the week of September 15 for the fall meeting. Mark your calendars!

2. Rural 8-hour ozone

Steve Arnold recounted the discussion at a previous business meeting on this topic. There are a numbers of issues including the state of the science – for example, reconciling modeling and monitoring, the effects of smoke on ozone formation, etc. It is unclear what states have done to evaluate this issue, but there is a perception that a fair amount of work has been done. There had been some thought given to having this as the topic for our next fall Technical Conference, but the directors instead chose PSD increment tracking for the conference. Steve wanted to bring this back to the directors so that the issue isn’t lost. Steve will work with Bob Lebens, Clint Bowman (WA) and Mary Uhl (NM) to sketch out an agenda for discussion on our next conference call (approximately one month).

3. Draft comments – Routine maintenance, repair and replacement

Dan noted that he had spoken with Lynn Terry, who couldn’t be on the call, regarding California’s comments on the draft RMRR letter. California will not be able to sign on to WESTAR’s letter. The air directors felt that a comment letter should be sent representing the views for those members who agree, while acknowledging California’s separate comments, and further acknowledging any other differences that emerge as we proceed with finalizing the letter in the next few days (comments are due May 3). There was general agreement not to ask EPA to withdraw the proposal, and to add a request for EPA to clarify RMRR under a PAL. The revised draft will be circulated later today, with comments requested by close of business Wednesday, 4/30.

4. Utility/mercury MACT comments

EPA has promised to analyze the economic and environmental impacts of the three stakeholder proposals – industry, environmental, and state/local agency – and present the results to the utility MACT workgroup. The workgroup has had to postpone two meetings because EPA has not completed the analysis. It seems that similar analyses are underway for the administration’s Clear Skies proposal, which is a higher priority than the utility MACT. Dan recommended that states hold off on comments until EPA has completed the promised analysis of the stakeholder proposals. John Volkerding and Mehrdad Moghimi (Sources Committee co-chairs) were directed to ensure that a committee representative is assigned to monitor this workgroup, especially the STAPPA committee(s) that are working on the issue. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:35 Pacific time.

