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August 13, 2008
WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The meeting began at 1:00 Pacific time. Council members and delegates present included:

	Greg Remer, NV
Ray Mohr, CO
Martin Bauer, ID

Doug Schneider, WA

Colleen Cripps, NV

Stu Clark, WA

Willy Nagamine, HI

Dave Klemp, MT


	Brian Gustafson, SD
Terry O’Clair, ND
Cheryl Heying, UT
Ira Domsky, AZ
Alice Edwards, AK
Mary Uhl, NM

Julie Oliver, WA



WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Don Arkell, Bob Lebens, Jeff Gabler
Agenda topics:

1. Updates/announcements   

2. Proposed revisions to FLAG guidance (Bob) 

3. Your thoughts: Topics for Bill Harnett to discuss at WESTAR meeting (All) 

4. Highlights from NACAA Board meeting (Mary, Stu, Colleen, Andy) 

5. Public release of WRAP report on western ozone (Don) 

6. Feedback from meeting on Fuels for Schools (Bob, John Coefield) 

7. Other topics as time permits 

1. Updates/announcements
· As there were no changes or corrections to the previous meeting summary, the summary will be considered final.
· Dan noted the following upcoming meetings and reminded folks that links to information about all of these meeting are posted on WESTAR’s calendar webpage.

· 9/30-10/1: WRAP workshop on regional support for air quality planning in Seattle.
· 10/1-3: WESTAR fall business meeting in Seattle. Dan reminded everyone that reservations must be made by September 5th, and that we may not be able to extend that deadline since there are several conferences in town at the same time. Dan will send out a reminder later today which will include the details.
· 10/20-22: NACAA membership meeting in Phoenix, AZ

· Week of 10/20: Projected dates for Oil and Gas Conference in Denver, CO.

· Dan announced that WESTAR’s offices are moving at the end of the month, still in Seattle at 3rd and University (3 blocks from the old office). He invited members to visit and noted that the office will be fully equipped with internet, printers, etc. for use by members when they are in town.
· EPA is planning to send out PM2.5 designations letters (to governors and air directors) next Tuesday.

· Dan noted that he will be on vacation on the date of the next scheduled air director call and asked for thoughts on whether to hold the call or to cancel it. The choice was to cancel unless significant issues arise prior to the call date.

2.  Proposed revisions to FLAG (Bob)
Bob noted that the Technical Committee is in the process of reviewing the FLAG document, and as yet the committee has not found any issues of concern that would warrant WESTAR comments. If issues are found, the committee will draft comments and circulate them for air director review by September 3rd at the latest. Comments are due by September 8th.
3. Topics for Bill Harnett to discuss at WESTAR meeting (All)
Dan summarized the list of topics currently on the agenda that Bill Harnett will be asked to speak about, and asked for additional suggestions. In addition to the topics on the draft agenda, there were a number of suggestions, including the impact of the CAIR vacatur, informing the priority setting of a new administration, status of, and funding for implementation of the tribal minor source NSR rule, and information about EPA’s rules on underground injection (as it pertains to carbon sequestration).
4. Highlights from NACAA Board meeting (Mary, Stu, Colleen, Andy)
Dan noted that he circulated Stu’s un-edited notes from the NACAA Board meeting, and that those notes should not be cited. He pointed out, for example, that the discussion on EPA HQ’s current thinking regarding the funding allocation formula is preliminary and should not be shared with outside parties. Stu summarized 3 potential action items: development of a CAIR technical support document; funding needs survey update; and preparing a list of policy priorities for a new administration. Colleen noted that the CAIR document is expected to include mercury, so we should pay attention. Mary brought up the discussion about EPA’s recent ANPR on greenhouse gases, noting that the rulemaking could have significant implications on state permitting programs. She will forward her notes to Dan who will circulate to the air directors.
5. Public release of WRAP report on western ozone (Don)

Don provided a brief background and context for this report. It is one of many analyses that WRAP has contracted for. The findings from these analyses are typically discussed with the sponsoring WRAP committees/forums and included in the technical record. This particular draft was obtained by a reporter who followed up with a story, including quotes for “state sources”. Mary’s concern is that, though the report is 95% technical, there are some policy recommendations/findings that should have been vetted through air directors before being released to the public. Dan suggested that the evolving role on the AMC include oversight and discussion of WRAP projects that have significant policy implications.
6. Feedback from meeting on Fuels for Schools (Bob, John Coefield)
Bob summarized the meeting several weeks ago with EPA and the Forest Service on air quality issues arising from the Forest Service’s implementation of the Fuels for Schools program. The meeting was a follow up to the joint WESTAR/NESCAUM letter to EPA related to biomass burning. In short, the outcome of the meeting was very positive, with the Forest Service committing to revising their grant and loan guidance to include provisions requiring, or at least strongly encouraging the installation of BACT. Further, on the issue of the Woodstove NSPS, EPA has agreed to begin the update process, targeting a rule proposal late 2009.
7. Other topics as time permits
· Jeff asked for feedback on the carbon sequestration item on the fall meeting agenda. This is a very technical subject and there is very little practical experience. The time allotted is short, so it doesn’t make much sense to pay to have an expert come to provide a short briefing. After some discussion, the general sense was that we should invite a local expert on underground injection, a water program issue that affects air managers’ decisions on using carbon sequestration as a ghg mitigation measure.
The meeting adjourned at 2:03 Pacific time. 

