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August 8, 2007
WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The meeting began at 1:00 Pacific time. Council members and delegates present included:

	Don Vidrine, MT
Doug Schneider, WA
Stu Clark, WA
Paul Tourangeau, CO
Colleen Cripps, NV
Brian Gustafson, SD

	Martin Bauer, ID
Terry O’Clair, ND
Willy Nagamine, HI
Cheryl Heying, UT
Regg Olsen, UT
Ira Domsky, AZ



WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Jeff Gabler, Don Arkell, Bob Lebens
Guests: Pat Cummins and Tom Moore, WRAP

Agenda topics:

1. Updates/announcements (Dan) 

2. Comparison of WESTAR PSD comments to those of other agencies (Dan) 

3. WRAP-WESTAR workgroup recommendations (Don) 

4. Other topics as time permits 
1. Updates/announcements
· As there were no changes or corrections to the previous meeting summary, the summary will be considered final.
· The Air Managers Committee meets in Denver on 8/28.

· Hearing on EPA’s ozone NAAQS proposal is scheduled for 8/30 in Los Angeles

· The annual National Atmospheric Deposition Program meeting is scheduled for Boulder CO September 10-13.

· WESTAR annual specialty conference on oil and gas is scheduled for 9/12-13 in Pinedale.

· WESTAR’s meeting is scheduled for September 17-19 in Boulder. Details are posted on WESTAR’s website

· CAAAC is scheduled to meet in DC September 18-19.

· NACAA membership meeting is scheduled for October 27-31 in San Diego.

· A&WMA annual meeting is scheduled for Portland Oregon June 24-27, 2008

2. Comparison of WESTAR PSD comments to those of other agencies (Dan)
Dan noted that EPA is tardy in posting comments to the docket. WESTAR’s comments were submitted on Friday August 3rd, but were not posted until mid-day August 8th. Based on a quick review of the comments that have been posted to the docket so far, approximately 90% are generic letters from individuals with a common theme expressing concern that EPA’s proposal would allow extra pollution in Class I areas. To date, comments from state and local agencies include those of WESTAR, NESCAUM, New York, New Jersey, Missouri, Alaska, North Dakota, and the San Diego local air district. NESCAUM’s comments support those of NY, as do NJ’s. The northeast states are comfortable with the current PSD rules and do not support many of EPA’s proposed changes, nor do they support several of WESTAR’s recommendations. One concern expressed by all but San Diego was EPA’s proposal on how short-term emissions should be estimated. They believe that the rule should include a hierarchy of techniques for estimating emissions, rather than a menu of choices as proposed, and as WESTAR recommended. Dan will continue to monitor the docket as additional comment are posted. 
3. WRAP-WESTAR workgroup recommendations (Don)
Don summarized the workgroup’s recommendations, which were circulated last week. He noted that the question before the air directors today is whether they accepted and would be willing to advocate for the recommendations at the upcoming Air Managers Committee meeting in Denver later this month. After some discussion and clarification, no objections were expressed to moving forward with the recommendations as the position of the state caucus in the upcoming discussions on WRAP’s workplan. 
4. Other topics
· Colleen summarized highlights from the recent NACAA Board meeting (Don Vidrine participated in the meeting as well). Topics covered included Congressional budget deliberations, pollution impacts from biofuels and renewable fuels, a pending rescission affecting CMAQ funding, and the establishment of a new “Performance Excellence” committee.
· Don followed up on Colleen’s comments regarding EPA’s pending implementation of a 105 grant allocation funding formula. He is concerned that reallocation will result is cuts to western states.
The meeting adjourned at 2:16 Pacific time. 

