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August 12, 2003

WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The meeting began at 9:30 Pacific time. Council members and delegates present included:

	Andy Ginsburg, OR

Doug Decker, CO

Tom Bachman, ND

Tom Chapple, AK

Margie Perkins, CO

Dave Klemp, MT


	Theresa Pella, AZ

Colleen Cripps, NV

Stu Clark, WA

Brian Gustafson, SD

Ira Domsky, AZ

Rick Sprott, UT


WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Bob Lebens, and Don Arkell

Agenda topics:

1) Announcements (Dan Johnson)

2) Comments on EPA’s proposed non-road diesel rule (Margie Perkins, Doug Decker)

3) Other topics as time permits

a. WRAP involvement in Nox-related issues (Don Arkell)

b. Timing of rural ozone conference (Bob Lebens)

1) Announcements. 

· Dan announced that the move to Seattle is essentially complete, and after some disruption in services (especially telephone communications), most services are back to normal. Directors were encouraged to visit the website for a list of new telephone numbers and addresses. WESTAR’s email and web addresses remain the same as before the move.

· Dan reminded folks that the deadline for reservations for the upcoming business meeting in Seattle, as well as the fall technical conference, is this coming Friday, August 18th, after which the nightly room rate will go up significantly. The number for the hotel is: 800-521-2762

· Finally, Dan announced that Cherie Ezell is WESTAR’s new office manager.

2) Comments on EPA’s proposed non-road diesel rule
Margie and Doug Decker (co-chair of WESTAR’s Mobile Sources Committee) provided an overview of the committee’s recommended comments on the subject rule proposal. The committee’s comments include those that were broadly supported, and those that were recommended for discussion among the air directors.

In the ensuing discussion, the directors supported the group I (broadly supported) comments recommended by the committee. Each of the group II comments were discussed at length, and language was discussed that, in most cases will allow states to support comments of virtually all of the topics. Margie and Doug, with assistance from Dan, will draft comments reflecting the discussion and circulate by Friday, August 15th. Stu will work with the other WESTAR coastal states on a paragraph that addresses commercial marine vessels, also to be included in the August 15th draft. Dan will circulate the draft for comments by August 19th, with comments due to EPA by August 20th. 
3) Other topics
a. Don Arkell summarized a discussion that occurred at a recent WRAP IOC meeting regarding WRAP advocating western interests in Nox-related discussions, especially multi-pollutant discussions. The directors agreed that this should be a topic for discussion at the Executive Breakfast at the WESTAR business meeting. Don will prepare a background summary prior to the meeting.

b. Bob noted that several state staff members who would be interested in participating in the pending rural ozone conference expressed a concern with the proposed mid-November timing for the conference. In particular, states that are developing 309 SIPs will be too busy to participate. They recommend scheduling the conference for early 2004. The directors on the call agreed that this makes sense. 

The conference call ended at approximately 10:45 Pacific time.

