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	June 9, 2004

WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The meeting began at 1:00 Pacific time. Council members and delegates present included:

	Annette Liebe, OR

Brian Gustafson, SD

Cheryl Heying, UT

Tom Chapple, AK

Willy Nagamine, HI

Dan Olson, WY


	Margie Perkins, CO

Dave Klemp, MT

Ray Mohr, CO

Ira Domsky, AZ

Stu Clark, WA

Rick Sprott, UT




WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Bob Lebens, Don Arkell

Agenda topics:

1. Updates/business items (Dan J)

2. Should the state caucus comment on BACT rule? (Ira)

3. Fall technical conference topic/agenda (Bob L)

4. Draft agenda for fall business meeting (Dan J)

5. Regional analysis of ozone data (Bob L, Steve Arnold)

6. Planning Committee recommendation regarding Natural Events Policy (Ira, Ray)

7. California comments on WESTAR letter regarding 2007 on-road diesel rule (Lynn)

8. Other topics as time permits

· AMC proposal for state/tribal relationship workshops

Meeting Summary

1. Updates/business items
· Dan O. repeated his plea for states to contribute members to the Stationary Sources Forum, most especially a co-chair.

· There were no corrections or additions to the 5/12/04 WESTAR Council meeting summary.

· Dan J. noted that the Task Force on Agriculture and Air Quality, a FACA committee that has been together for six years, will be reauthorized for two additional years in August. They are taking applications for membership. The deadline is June 14. Contact Dan if you need an application.

· Dan J. announced that Ross and Associates was the unanimous selection of the bid review team to provide project management support to the PSD Reform Initiative.

· Bob summarized last week's IMPROVE Steering Committee meeting in Montana. He has been appointed to a committee that will look into IMPROVE’s quality assurance plan and state participation in the quality assurance program..

· Don summarized the recent WRAP Stationary Sources Forum meeting, reinforcing Dan Olson’s earlier comment about the importance of state representation on the Forum. Don’s meeting notes will be out soon. He did want to tee up an issue for further discussion regarding the focus of the Forum’s future efforts – should they assume that states will need help with source by source BART, or are they more likely to need help with better-than-BART demonstrations? A special AMC call will be scheduled to discuss this.

2. Should the state caucus comment on BACT rule?

.

The directors discussed whether on not the air directors, or the air directors through the WRAP Air Managers Committee, should develop comments on the BART proposal. The focus would be on administration and implementation. After some discussion, staff was directed to review the rule for significant administrative or implementation issues, and to provide any comments to state staff that are working with WRAP to develop their comments (Lee Gribovicz, Chad Schlichtemeier, or Eric Massey).

3. Fall technical conference topic/agenda

Bob summarized his proposal for the fall technical conference on implementation of the new BART rule. After some discussion, the directors agreed that BART is a good topic for the conference, but there were several who suggested that the conference should be deferred until EPA finalizes the rule. Staff was directed to schedule the conference in such a way as to balance the urgency of training staff on implementation of BART requirements against the possibility that the draft rule may change significantly when it is finalized.

4. Draft agenda for fall business meeting

Dan J. summarized the draft agenda for the fall business meeting in Jackson Hole, Wyoming. He noted that the meeting will start around 2:00 on Monday, and end at noon on Wednesday. Dan asked the air directors to contact him with suggestions for speakers.

5. Planning Committee recommendation regarding Natural Events Policy

Ray Mohr presented the Planning Committee’s recommendation regarding the Natural Events Policy. The Committee feels that it would be beneficial for a small workgroup to develop a draft policy for consideration by first STAPPA, then EPA when they are prepared to take the issue up in 2005. Dan noted that he has spoken with Amy Royden and Bill Becker about WESTAR taking this up initially, then engaging all the states through STAPPA, and that they agree that this is a good approach, provided that is any significant policy issues come up, that the workgroup should brief STAPPA. The air directors endorsed the Committee’s recommendation, asking to be kept informed of the progress. Alaska, Arizona, Utah, Wyoming and Washington volunteered to provide staff to the effort. 

6. Regional analysis of ozone data 

Bob Lebens reported that Colorado is hiring a summer intern to analyze western regional ozone episodes from the past several years.  The intern will need the assistance of western state monitoring and data analysis staff to identify ozone monitor locations and data sources.  In addition, the Technical Committee has formed a subgroup to develop specific recommendations for future Council consideration.  The subgroup is led by Mary Uhl (MM) and includes Steve Arnold (CO), Mike Sundblom (AZ), Phil Allen (OR) and Stu Clark.  

7. California comments on WESTAR letter regarding 2007 on-road diesel rule

This topic was deferred to the next meeting, as Lynn was unable to join the call.

8. Other topics

· Don summarized a draft proposal for the WRAP AMC to sponsor one or more state/tribal workshops focusing on communications. He asked if the air directors wanted to pursue this, and if so, how big of an effort it should be. A conference call will be scheduled in the near future to review AMC proposals for the 2005 WRAP work plan, and this will be on the list for discussion. Air directors should contact Don directly regarding their interest in this project.

The conference call ended at approximately 2:15 Pacific time. The next call is scheduled for July 14th at 1:00 Pacific time.

