	
	December 21, 2005

WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The meeting began at 1:00 Pacific time. Council members and delegates present included:

	Brian Gustafson, SD

David Collier, OR
Mary Uhl, NM
Tom Chapple, AK
Ira Domsky, AZ
Bob Habeck, MT
Martin Bauer, ID

Steve Peplou, AZ
Nancy Wrona, AZ
	Jennifer Carr, NV

Willy Nagamine, HI

Cheryl Heying, UT

Mike Schneider, NM
Brad Schultz, SD
Stu Clark, WA
Terry O’Clair, ND
Bruce Louks, ID



WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Bob Lebens, Don Arkell

Agenda topics:

1) Updates, status reports, announcements (Dan J)
2) Revised PM NAAQS – strategy for review and comment (Bob)
3) Report from National Monitoring Committee (Bob, Bruce Loucks)
4) Highlights from WRAP Board meeting (Don A)
5) Topics/outline for spring WESTAR meeting (Dan J)
6) Other topics as time permits (Stu Clark)
 __________________________________
1) Updates/Announcements. 

· As there were no corrections to the previous month’s meeting summary, Dan will update the posted draft to indicate that it is final.

· Dan announced that EPA has scheduled a conference call for 12/22 at 2:00 Eastern time to discuss the new PM NAAQS proposal. He noted that the proposal, including background documents, is posted on WESTAR’s website.
· Dan provided an update on WESTAR’s 2006 grant work plan. EPA is currently holding back 10% of all grant funds pending their determination of the amount that grants will be reduced through rescission. Administratively, we will be better off waiting until the final rescission figures are in, to avoid having to submit two grant applications, and to avoid EPA having to process two applications.
· Dan provided an update on EPA’s Natural/Exceptional events rulemaking. Under EPA’s new organizational structure, Bill Harnett will be in the lead, and was instrumental in delaying the proposal until at least mid- to late January. Dan has scheduled a briefing with Bill for early January, and will press for deferring the rule proposal until the March 1, 2006 deadline, allowing additional time for states to work with EPA on some of the key provisions.

· Dan alerted the air directors that the PSD work group is developing a resolution regarding implementation of WESTAR’s recommendations. The resolution will be discussed on our next conference call.

· Bob alerted the air directors about concerns expressed by the Technical committee related to changes being proposed in the National Emission Inventory (NEI), and the potential that the committee will draft comments for air director consideration.

· Bob summarized a proposal being considered by the IMPROVE steering committee that would change the algorithm used to estimate visibility impacts. The change would have little impact in the arid portions of the west, but could result in changes in areas like the Pacific Northwest.
2) Revised PM NAAQS – strategy for review and comment (Bob)

Bob noted that comments on EPA’s current PM2.5 implementation rule are due in late January, and the committees are coordinating their efforts to draft comments. In addition, the committees will coordinate their review of the proposed new standards for PM2.5 and PMcoarse. Dan noted that the PM NAAQS proposal is posted on WESTAR’s website, with additional background documents. Comments on the new proposal will be due in late March.
3) Report from National Monitoring Committee (Bob, Bruce Louks)

Bruce is WESTAR’s representative on the National Ambient Air Monitoring Steering Committee. He noted the budget implications related to EPA’s efforts to bolster the CASTNET monitoring network without the addition of new funding. Instead, existing monitoring networks will need to be scaled back to provide the resources to carry out this plan – effectively an 18% cut in Idaho. He also discussed the proposed monitoring rules for the new PM network (580 pages). He is working with each state’s monitoring contact to coordinate the review.
4) Highlights from WRAP Board meeting (Don A)
Don discussed some highlights from last week’s WRAP Board meeting in Palm Springs. He noted that the funding for WRAP and the other RPOs is declining, and may be phased out entirely in the next few years. He also discussed comments on guidance related to reasonable progress and the status of technical work, much of which is scheduled to be rolled out in Tucson next month.
5) Topics/outline for spring WESTAR meeting (Dan J)

Dan walked through a preliminary draft of the agenda for the spring WESTAR meeting. As drafted, EPA guests will include Bill Harnett and Adam Kushner (OECA). There was general agreement that a discussion on implementation of the mercury MACT should be added, and that there should be an expanded session on health effects and communications related to the new PM NAAQS. We will discuss the agenda again on next month’s conference call. 
6) Other topics as time permits:

· Cheryl Heying noted that EPA is scheduled to go public with the National Air Toxics Assessment on January 11th, and for those who have not already done so, she encouraged states to review the information. Several states have found errors in the data, but we unsuccessful in getting EPA to change it. At the very least, states should be familiar with the information in anticipation of press inquiries. Dan will circulate the website address.
The meeting adjourned at 2:10 Pacific time. 

