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December 9, 2009
WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The meeting began at 1:00 Pacific time. Council members and delegates present included:

	Phyllis Baas, WA
Cheryl Heying, UT
Mary Uhl, NM
Jim Semerad, ND
Alice Edwards, AK

Paul Tourangeau, CO

Michael Harris, CO
	Terry O’Clair, ND
Curt Taipale, CO
Rose Waldman, CO
Brian Gustafson, SD
Martin Bauer, ID
Dave Klemp, MT
Deb Wolfe, MT




WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Bob Lebens, Jeff Gabler, Don Arkell
Agenda topics:
1. Updates/announcements

2. Approval of 2010 per diem and auto reimbursement rates (Dan Johnson)

3. Update on Oil and Gas Workgroup project (Bob Lebens)

4. Follow up on WESTAR business meeting topics (Dan Johnson)
· EPA actions on exceptional events recommendations – next steps?

· Harnett offer to brief WESTAR on GHG tailoring rule

· Letter/communications with Gina McCarthy on western budget priorities
5. Report on Wood Heater NSPS meeting with EPA (Bob Lebens)
6. Report on GHG BACT workgroup discussions (Dan Johnson)
7. Other topics as time permits 

1. Updates/announcements
· As there were no changes or corrections to the previous meeting summary, the summary will be considered final.
· Dan summarized the following upcoming meeting:
· NACAA/EPA retreat: target date February 4 in Washington, DC.
· Clean Air Act Advisory Committee: 2/2-3 in Washington DC.

· National Air Quality Conference: 3/15-3/18 in Raleigh, NC.

· WESTAR spring meeting: tentative 3/29-31 in Denver, CO.

· NACAA spring 2010 business meeting in Sacramento 5/15-19

2.  Approval of 2010 per diem and auto reimbursement rates (Dan Johnson)
Dan summarized the evaluation of per diem rates, circulated in advance of the meeting, including WESTAR’s policy for determining the rate. He noted that in the past, WESTAR set the overall rate for a full day in accordance with the policy, but did not follow the federal formula for setting the rates for breakfast, lunch, and dinner – just the total. He recommended using the federal formula for the meals. As there were no objections, WESTAR will implement the new rates beginning January 1, 2010. Further, there were no objections to retaining the current reimbursement rate for travel by privately owned vehicles ($0.55 per mile).
Motion:
Terry O’Clair moved, and Paul Tourangeau seconded a motion to approve the per diem rates as recommended. Motion carried unanimously.
3. Update on Oil and Gas Workgroup project (Bob Lebens)
Bob Lebens provided background on WESTAR oil and gas related efforts. Two technical conferences have been held, and the workgroup recommended a project to implement a clearinghouse with state specific information on their oil and gas activities, rules, and policies. The information has been uploaded to a webpage on WESTAR’s website. The group will continue to meet via conference call on a quarterly basis, in part to ensure that the data are up to date.
4. Follow up on WESTAR business meeting topics (Dan Johnson) 
· EPA actions on exceptional events recommendations – next steps?

While for some states, implementation of the exceptional events rule is important and urgent, it has only been a few weeks since Bill Harnett advised us of his intention to brief Gina McCarthy shortly. Staff was directed to check in with Bill as to the status of the briefing and any further activities related to WESTAR’s recommendations.
· Harnett offer to brief WESTAR on GHG tailoring rule

EPA has scheduled a webinar on the tailoring rule for 12/10, the day after this call. Staff was directed to circulate an email after the webinar asking if the information provided in the webinar obviated the need for a separate meeting.
· Letter/communications with Gina McCarthy on western budget priorities

Dan Johnson noted that for our comments to be timely as EPA begins internal discussions on the 2012 budget priorities, and that as yet WESTAR has not discussed priorities internally. Gina does have a meeting with NACAA planned for February 4th, and several western state representatives will be at the meeting. Staff was directed to develop some talking points on the 4 topics that will be discussed at that meeting - funding, greenhouse gases, multi-pollutant strategies, and SIPs – based on previous WESTAR comment letters. After reviewing these talking points, if it is determined that important western priorities are missing, further discussion will occur about how we might communicate those additional priorities to Gina on a timely basis.
5. Report on Wood Heater NSPS meeting with EPA (Bob Lebens)
Bob Lebens provided a short history on WESTAR’s efforts to push EPA to update the Wood Heater NSPS. WESTAR and NESCAUM signed a joint letter in spring 2008. EPA responded with a commitment to update the rule, and has been working on it since. WESTAR recently held a meeting with EPA and industry representatives in Portland. Some issues remain, including testing methods and the inclusion of fireplaces. EPA expects to have a draft rule completed in fall 2010 and final a year later.
6. Report on GHG BACT workgroup discussions (Dan Johnson)
Dan began by providing background on the subject group, noting that it was created by Gina McCarthy at the October CAAAC meeting to advise EPA on how EPA should implement BACT under the current Clean Air Act. Current members of the CAAAC volunteered to serve on the Workgroup, and other non-CAAAC members were recruited to join the Workgroup. They were charged with completing recommendations by the next CAAAC meeting, tentatively scheduled for the first week in February. Since this will be the first opportunity for the full CAAAC to consider the recommendations, it is unclear what process will be used to get for the full CAAAC to finalize recommendations. The Workgroup is grappling with the following “big picture” issues:
· How will states determine BACT while the R/B/L clearinghouse is being populated? In the interim, should EPA establish presumptive BACT for the largest source categories?

· John Paul, who was the spokesperson for this sub-group, committed a yet to be identified team of state and local agencies to meeting to address populating the R/B/L clearinghouse.

· The extent to which the BACT determination should  require consideration of related activities (for example, should BACT include energy efficiency measures in the building, such as insulated windows). This issue is evolving into the longstanding issue of what constitutes the fundamental business purpose of the entity seeking a permit.
· On the “technically feasible” provisions of BACT, there is no consensus on the horizon besides the general agreement that the draft manual (aka, the puzzle book) should be followed, with additional guidance provided by EPA. 

· Carbon from biomass – should it be deemed carbon neutral by policy, or should it be calculated just as other carbon sources are evaluated? In either case, what is included (this is the basic question of life-cycle analysis, and what is and isn’t included in the calculation)?  After discussion, the general view was to punt this issue to higher authorities (e.g., EPA administrator, DOI secretary??). 
Dan was directed to monitor the discussions, and to consider having one of the state representatives on the workgroup brief us before the final recommendations are forwarded to CAAAC.

7. Other topics as time permits
The meeting adjourned at 2:05 Pacific time. 

� Draft will be considered final upon review and approval by a majority of the members, typically on the next monthly conference call.





