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	-- Final --

January 14, 2004

WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The meeting began at 1:00 Pacific time. Council members and delegates present included:

	Annette Liebe, OR

Brian Gustafson, SD

Terry O’Clair, ND

Cheryl Heying, UT

Lee Gribovicz, WY

Dan Olson, WY

Ira Domsky, AZ
	Sandra Ely, NM

Don Vidrine, MT

Dave Klemp, MT

Colleen Cripps, NV

Stu Clark, WA

Rick Sprott, UT

Mary Uhl, NM


WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Jeff Gabler, Bob Lebens, Don Arkell

Agenda topics:

1) Updates/announcements (Dan J, Sandra E)

2) Report out from PSD/NSR brainstorming session (Dan J, others)

3) Draft WESTAR Spring Business meeting agenda (Dan J)

4) Minor source baseline area project (Mary Uhl)

5) Final draft Holmstead letter re NOx caps in multi-pollutant legislation (Sandra E)

6) Nominations for state reps on WRAP committees/forums (Don)

7) Report out from Air Managers Committee conference call (Sandra, Don)

8) Other issues as time permits

1) Updates/Announcements. 

· There were no corrections/additions to the December conference call summary posted on the web. The summary will be considered final.

· There will be no conference call in February. There is a conflict between the March Council conference call and the Rural Ozone Conference. Dan will propose an alternative date/time for the call.

· According to the policy on WESTAR per diem rates, each year in December staff determines the current federal per diem rates for the 15 WESTAR state capital cities, and the average of those rates becomes WESTAR’s per diem for the coming year. Dan noted that the rate for 2004 would be approximately $1.00 less than the rate for 2003. Since implementing the $1.00 change would result in administrative costs outweighing the dollar per day savings, Dan recommended keeping the 2003 per diem rates for 2004. There were no objections.

· Dan updated the directors on the projected schedule for commenting on EPA’s Interstate Air Quality and utility MACT rules. The proposals are likely to be published in early February, with hearings scheduled for 30 days later, and comments due within 60 days of publication. WESTAR directors need to consider whether or not they will want to comment on either or both. Topic to be discussed on March conference call.

· A nominating committee was established to recommend a slate of officers for 2004. The committee will include Sandra Ely, Dan Olson, and Terry O’Clair.

· Ira reported that Theresa Pella is leaving Arizona to work in Texas. He is recruiting to fill the position, and will circulate a job announcement to the air directors.

2)  Report out from PSD/NSR brainstorming session
Dan provided a short summary of the subject meeting, held in Tempe January 7 and 8. There were 35 participants representing 12 states, EPA HQ and 3 regional offices, and 3 federal land management agencies. A meeting summary was circulated shortly after the conference call. A follow up meeting is scheduled for March 2 and 3 in San Francisco. A critical issue for consideration by the air directors is whether or not we should contract for assistance in this project. 
3) Draft WESTAR Spring Business meeting agenda
The basic outline for the business meeting circulated in advance of this conference call was approved, with several minor changes. In particular, the directors agreed that they should all participate in the scheduled roundtable discussion on priorities for the coming year. To facilitate the discussion, it was suggested that the states share their priorities in advance. Dan will compile these and forward them to the EPA participants in advance of the meeting. Dan will contact the guest speakers to firm up their participation.

4) Minor source baseline area project
Mary Uhl (NM, co-chair of the Technical Committee) provided a brief overview of the Technical Committee’s proposal to map AQCR’s, baseline areas and minor source baseline dates in the west. The results would be compiled in a GIS format. The directors will receive a letter requesting the data needed to prepare these maps in the next week or two. Mary will provide a status report on the project, with preliminary results, at the next business meeting. 

5) Final Holmstead letter re NOx caps in multi-pollutant legislation
Sandra asked if there were any further comments on the subject letter, which was circulated several weeks ago. As there were no further comments or corrections, Sandra will forward the letter to Jeff Holmstead.

6) Nominations for state reps on WRAP committees/forums
Don summarized the openings on WRAP forums and committees and listed the nominations he has received so far. After some discussion, the directors agreed to nominate the following:

IOC:  Martin Bauer for the current opening; Brian Gustafson for the next opening.

TOC:  Steve Peplau (AZ)

Stationary Sources Forum: Eric Massey (AZ); Mary Hilbert (NM); Chad Schlichtemeier (WY); Greg Remer (NV)

Attribution Workgroup: Jean-Paul Huys (NV); Jeff Stocum (OR); Bob Habeck (MT); Mark Fitch (AZ)

7) Report out from Air Managers Committee conference call
Sandra reported on the recent Air Managers Committee conference call. She asked the directors for their comments on the 308 SIP planning project, which includes funding for Bob Lebens’ participation in the project, by the end of this week. Absent further comment, AMC will proceed with the project as spelled out in the work plan.

8) Other Topics
· None

The conference call ended at approximately 1:58 Pacific time.

