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November 14, 2007
WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The meeting began at 1:00 Pacific time. Council members and delegates present included:

	Brad Schultz, SD

Dave McNeill, UT

Martin Bauer, ID
Tom Chapple, AK
Terry O’Clair, ND
	Don Vidrine, MT

Mike Elges, NV

Eric Merchant, MT
Ira Domsky, AZ
Mary Uhl, NM



WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Jeff Gabler, Bob Lebens

Agenda topics:

1) Updates/announcements (Dan J)

2) Welcome Mike Elges
3) NACAA highlights (including RPO funding discussion)
4) Ag and air quality task force meeting (Martin Bauer)
5) Summary of Wyoming startup/shutdown work practice standard (Dave Finley)

6) Discussion: are oil and gas engines stationary or mobile sources? (Dave Finley)

7) Heads up on EPA initiative: Fuels for schools (Bob Lebens)

8) Wildland fire policy update (Dave McNeill)

9) Other topics as time permits
1) Updates/Announcements. 

· As there were no comments on the previous conference call summary, the summary was approved as drafted.
· Dan noted the following scheduled meetings:

· NACAA sponsored meeting on the role of state and local agencies in federal global warming legislation, in the Washington DC area February 12-13.

· WESTAR’s spring meeting is tentatively scheduled for April 2-4 in Park City, UT. Details will be circulated once the final arrangements have been made. 
· Topics for our spring meeting will be discussed on our next conference call. Dan asked everyone to give this some thought and come prepared to discuss their recommendations.
2) Welcome Mike Elges

Mike Elges introduced himself as the new Air Quality Branch Chief in Nevada. Mike has been with the program for many years and has had the opportunity to work with some of the WESTAR air directors. Greg Remer took Mike’s old position.
3) Highlights from NACAA meeting 
Dan suggested that people review the summary circulated with the WESTAR call agenda. The summary includes links to all presentations. He noted that next year’s state President and Vice President will be Andy Ginsburg and Colleen Cripps, and that Stu Clark is the new state co-chair of the Global Warming Committee. The NACAA Board discussed a letter drafted by the RPOs asking that EPA allocate $5M of the FFY 2009 grant to fund RPOs, but there was no action taken on the subject letter. The Board is scheduled to discuss a modified letter during their winter Board meeting. Mary Uhl noted that there was quite a bit of discussion on global warming, and that this is becoming a significant issue in many states.
4) Ag and air quality task force meeting (Martin Bauer)

Martin summarized the recent AAQTF meeting, during which each of 5 subcommittees presented recommendations to be forwarded to the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture. For details on the recommendations, go to the following website: http://www.airquality.nrcs.usda.gov/AAQTF/Documents/index.html . Martin’s subcommittee recommended a workshop on biofuels, to be held in Kansas City next summer.
5) Summary of Wyoming startup/shutdown work practice standard (Dave Finley)

This topic was deferred as Dave Finley was not on the call.
6) Discussion: are oil and gas engines stationary or mobile sources? (Dave Finley)

This topic was deferred as Dave Finley was not on the call.

7) Heads up on EPA initiative: Fuels for schools (Bob Lebens)

To begin, this in not an EPA initiative – it is a US Dept of Agriculture initiative that provides funds to schools (and potentially other governmental institutions to convert from fossil fuel boilers to biomass (e.g. woodwaster) boilers. Eric Merchant (MT) discussed the difficulties DEQ has had addressing the emissions from these units. They are especially concerned about the impact of these units in mountain valleys prone to inversions. Other states expressed similar concerns. The Sources Committee was tasked with looking into ways that WESTAR could assist states that are having to deal with this issue.
8) Wildland fire policy update (Dave McNeill)

Dave McNeill (UT) is chairing the workgroup that is developing recommendations for changes to EPA’s wildland fire policy. The group is planning to meet in Seattle in the beginning of December to draft recommendations for consideration by the air directors on December’s call.
9) Other topics as time permits
The meeting adjourned at 1:55 Pacific time. 

