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January 11, 2012
WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The monthly WESTAR Council call began at 1:00. Council members and delegates present included:

	Alice Edwards, AK

Will Allison, CO

Greg Remer, NV

Dave Klemp, MT
Mike Ragan, WA

Eric Massey, AZ

Trevor Baggoire, AZ

Richard Goodyear, NM
Phil Allen, OR

Bo Call, UT

Kara Kesler, WY

Terry Urtell, NM
	Terry O’Clair, ND

Brian Gustafson, SD

Martin Bauer, ID

Stu Clark, WA

David Collier, OR

Darla Potter, WY

Karen Magliano, CA

Theresa Hilton, CO

Bruce Louks, ID

Steve Miller, ID

Nick Roach, WA

Gordon Pierce, CO


WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Bob Lebens, Don Arkell, Jeff Gabler, Cherie Ezell

Guests: Chet Wayland and Lew Weinstock, EPA; Tom Moore, WRAP
Agenda topics:
1. Updates/announcements

2. For approval: Proposed 2012 per diem and mileage rates (Dan Johnson)

3. WESTAR comments on EPA infrastructure SIP requirements (Bob Lebens)

4. For discussion: Themes/topics for spring WESTAR meeting
5. Discussion on EPA monitoring requirements (Chet Wayland, Lew Weinstock)

6. Other topics as time permits 

Call Summary:

1. Updates/announcements

· As there were no changes or corrections to the previous meeting summary, the call summary is considered final.

· A conference call scheduled with EPA management (Janet McCabe, Jerry Kurtzweg, Chet Wayland and representatives from EPA’s western regional offices) for noon to 1:30 Pacific time to discuss EPA’s report on Regional Planning Organizations and regional planning in the west has been POSTPONED until mid-February. Don Arkell noted that there was not adequate time to inform and consult with the tribes prior to the call.
· The dates and times for WESTAR’s spring business meeting have been set. The meeting will be at the Crowne Plaza in Seattle beginning 1:00 Monday April 16 and ending at 4:30 April 17. WRAP plans to hold a meeting the following day at the same facility.
· Dan made note of the following upcoming meetings:
· NACAA Board meeting, January 28-30 in Charleston, SC

· NACAA spring meeting May 6-9 in Denver.

· EPA’s national air quality conference May 14-17 in Denver.

· A&WMA annual conference June 19-22 in San Antonio, TX

· The Planning Committee has proposed to invite EPA staff to participate in their conference calls on an issue-specific basis. They are currently interested in hearing from EPA Region 8 about their SIP reform initiative. There were no objections to the Planning Committee inviting EPA to calls on an issue specific basis.

· Dan noted that the Region 10 states recently sent a letter to EPA expressing concerns about EPA’s intention to implement a revised section 105 grant allocation formula when the overall 105 amount is declining. 

· With respect to the February WESTAR call, Dan noted that he would be on vacation on the normal date (2/8) and suggested that the call be rescheduled to Wednesday, 2/1. 

2. For approval: Proposed 2012 per diem and mileage rates (Dan Johnson) 
Dan summarized WESTAR’s policy for setting per diem and automobile mileage reimbursement rates. Based on a recent analysis consistent with the policy, the recommendation is to maintain the current meal rates and to revise the mileage rate from 50 cent to 55.5 cents. The directors concurred with the recommendations. The new rates will be effective immediately.
3. WESTAR comments on EPA infrastructure SIP requirements (Bob Lebens)
Bob Lebens noted that the subject comment letter has been drafted and is currently undergoing final review by the Planning Committee. A draft should be available for director review at least one week prior to the scheduled 2/1/12 air director call.
4. For discussion: Themes/topics for spring WESTAR meeting
Dan referred the directors to the list of possible topics circulated last week. He asked the directors to identify 3 or more topics from the list, or to suggest additional topics that they would like included on the agenda for the spring meeting. Each state provided input and Dan will draft an agenda based on the input for discussion on the next call.
5. Discussion on EPA monitoring requirements (Chet Wayland, Lew Weinstock)

Dan welcomed Chet and Lew to the meeting, and noted that Tom Moore from WRAP joined the call as well. Chet provided a high level overview of the purpose for the presentation, acknowledging the through a combination of circumstances, the monitoring requirements are going through significant change. Lew walked through the presentation circulated in advance. The message was that states need to take a serious look at their monitoring network, especially to identify monitors that are not required, in an effort to free up resources to take on the new requirements.
6.  Other topics as time permits

The meeting adjourned at 2:30.

� Draft will be considered final upon review and approval by a majority of the members, typically on the next monthly conference call.





