	
	January 10, 2007
WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The meeting began at 1:00 Pacific time. Council members and delegates present included:

	Bob Saunders, WA
Brian Gustafson, SD

Jennifer Carr, NV

Willy Nagamine, HI

Don Vidrine, MT
Mike Schneider, NM

Regg Olsen, UT

Dave Finley, WY
	Diane Arnst, AZ
Cheryl Heying, UT

Tom Chapple, AK
Paul Tourangeau, CO

Martin Bauer, ID

Rick Sprott, UT

Terry O’Clair, ND


WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Bob Lebens, Jeff Gabler, Don Arkell

Agenda topics:

1. Updates/announcements (Dan Johnson)

2. Ag and Air Quality Task Force meeting, priorities (Martin)

3. Preliminary results from Regional Haze Implementation Cost survey (Don A)

4. Excess emissions issue (Jennifer)

5. For discussion:  Preliminary agenda – WESTAR Spring Business meeting (Dan, all)

6. Other topics as time permits

Meeting Summary

1. Updates/announcements

· There were no corrections or additions to the 12/13/06 WESTAR Council meeting summary. The summary will be marked final.
· The date and place for the WESTAR spring business meeting has been set. The meeting will be at the Crowne Plaza hotel in San Francisco, beginning at 1:00 on Monday, April 2nd, and ending at noon on April 4th. Directors were encouraged to make their reservations early to avoid the otherwise high hotel rates in the city. The number for the Crowne Plaza is 888-218-0808. Details and draft agendas will be posted on WESTAR’s website.
· There will be no WESTAR call in February.

· Don Vidrine summarized the status of the NACAA grant reallocation efforts. A contractor is collecting relevant data and is expected to provide preliminary results in early February. 
2. Ag and Air Quality Task Force meeting, priorities (Martin)
Martin provided an overview of the task force. There are 29 members representing industry, academia, environmental groups and state/local agencies. The workgroup has broken out into 5 subgroups that will address 1) PM, ozone and VOCs, 2) greenhouse gases; 3) internal combustion engines and fuels; 4) animal feeding operations; and 5) emerging issues. Martin will report on the priorities established by the task force based on the work of the 5 subgroups.
3. Preliminary results from Regional Haze Implementation Cost survey (Don A)

Working from a background document circulated prior to the call, Don Arkell presented a short summary of a survey on the costs of implementing the regional haze rule under two scenarios; one with the support of the WRAP and one without WRAP support. Some states were concerned about distributing the information broadly, and it was decided that the details would be provided to the air directors for them to decide how broadly they want the information distributed.
Don also asked for input on the likelihood that states will meet the deadline to complete their RH SIPs. The concern is that if some states complete their SIPs late, neighboring states would not know the levels of emission reductions to include in their SIPs from the neighboring state. Several states acknowledged that their SIPs were likely to be delayed to some extent, though is some cases the delay will be administrative and the control measures will be known.
4. Excess emissions issue (Jennifer)

Working from a background document circulated prior to the call, Jennifer summarized the issue Nevada is dealing with related to an old excess emission provision in the state’s rules and state implementation plan. The provision is inconsistent with a 1999 EPA guidance memo, and EPA Region 9 is now threatening to remove the historical provision from the SIP, claiming that the original approval was made in error. Other states are dealing with similar issues, but the approach EPA is taking (Administrator’s corrections authority) is unique. The issue of EPA citing guidance, rather that rules or statutes, as the reason for disapproving a SIP provision was also discussed, and is certainly not unique, especially in the area of NSR. Paul note that Colorado has revised their excess emissions rule in such a way that it appears to be acceptable to industry and EPA. He will forward a copy of the language to Dan, who will circulate it to the air directors. 

5. For discussion:  Preliminary agenda – WESTAR Spring Business meeting (Dan, all)

Dan walked through the first draft of the agenda for the spring business meeting circulated prior to the call. Substantial discussion ensued, resulting in revisions to the draft. To fill out the agenda for the final day (half day going until noon), Dan offered two options, and several other suggestions were made. Dan will circulate the updated agenda and ask for people to weigh in on their preferred option(s).
6. Other topics as time permits 
· Dan reminded folks that there will be no air director call in February.
The conference call ended at approximately 2:30 Pacific time. 

