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October 1, 2003

WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The meeting began at 1:00 Pacific time. Council members and delegates present included:

	Annette Liebe, OR

Margie Perkins, CO

Tom Bachman, ND

Ron King, AK

Don Vidrine, MT

Lynn Terry, CA
	Sandra Ely, NM

Colleen Cripps, NV

Stu Clark, WA

Willy Nagamine, HI

Ira Domsky, AZ




WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Jeff Gabler, Bob Lebens, and Don Arkell

Agenda topics:

1) Announcements (Dan Johnson)

2) Challenge to California’s authority to regulate motor vehicles (Ira, Lynn)

3) Workgroup to develop increment exceedance policy options (Dan J, all)

4) Other topics as time permits
1) Announcements. 

· Dan commented that the plan to hold monthly conference calls on the first Wednesday of each month will not work for Rick Sprott, whose air quality control board meets on that day. He suggested the second Wednesday of each month, at 1:00 Pacific time. The participants agreed. Dan will circulate an email, confirming this change, and will send a reminder with an agenda approximately 10 days before the next call. .

2) Challenge to California’s authority to regulate motor vehicles (Ira, Lynn)

Lynn provided an overview of the issues involved in the appeal of the 9th Circuit Court decision in the matter of the Engine Manufacturers Association vs. the South Coast Air Quality Management District. In short, an unfavorable ruling could affect a state’s ability to require fleet conversions as a SIP control strategy. Ira noted that Arizona’s SIP includes these types of emission reduction measures, so an unfavorable ruling could significantly affect air quality in the state. There are two parties forming coalitions to file amicus briefs in support of SCAQMD, one which includes STAPPA and other national groups, and the other is being led by the state of California AG’s office. The contact at the California AG’s office is Susan Durban at 916-324-5475. Lynn felt that states joining either group would help to support SCAQMD’s and the state of California’s position. 
3) Workgroup to develop increment exceedance policy options (Dan J, all)
Dan summarized the discussion at the business meeting regarding the interest states and EPA have in developing policy options to address PSD increment exceedances. The action item that came out of the business meeting is to form a workgroup to work will Bill Harnett and FLMs to develop policy options. The following states volunteered to contribute to the workgroup:

· Oregon (David Collier)

· Arizona

· New Mexico


· Nevada

· Montana

· Washington (Frank Van Haren) – added based on subsequent communication

In addition, Dan will contact Dan Olson for a volunteer from Wyoming.

In consideration of those states working on 309 SIPs, the initiative will not begin until after the first of the year. Prior to a face-to-face meeting, Dan will coordinate a conference call of the meeting participants to discuss logistics and the most effective approach to working through the issues.

4) Other Topics
· Don Arkell asked if there were any objections to his representing WESTAR on the stakeholder advisory committee of the Joint Fire Sciences FACA. There were no objections.

· Don asked for an update on which states filed amicus briefs on the CEED lawsuit. WY, UT, AZ, and NM have filed. Annette will have to check to determine if OR filed.

· Don updated the group on the status of the Transportation bill (TEA21). Funding has been extended until March, but the provisions that would harmonize PM2.5 and regional haze SIP submittal dates were not included in the signed bill.

· Don asked for feedback from the air directors on their preference in using WESTAR or WRAP travel policy. Pat Cummins has raised this issue on several occasions and Don wanted to hear the air directors’ opinions. Those who expressed a preference favor the WESTAR policy, which covers all expenses, while the WRAP/WGA policy covers most, but not all (most significantly, WGA does not reimburse per diem).

The conference call ended at approximately 1:45 Pacific time.

