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October 10, 2007
WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The meeting began at 1:00 Pacific time. Council members and delegates present included:

	Dave Finley, WY
Paige Smith, WY

Don Vidrine, MT
Scott Archer, BLM
Paul Tourangeau, CO
David Collier, WA

	Mary Uhl, NM
Terry O’Clair, ND
Dave McNeill, UT
Cheryl Heying, UT
Brian Gustafson, SD
Ira Domsky, AZ



WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson
Agenda topics:

1. Updates/announcements (Dan) 
2. Preferred location for WESTAR Spring 2008 meeting (Dan) 

3. Action items from Boulder meeting (Dan) 
4. Draft letter to EPA re woodstove NSPS (Stu) 
5. Input to EPA on Wildland Fire Policy – recommended process (Dan) 
6. BLM request for state partners for regional AQ impact studies (Scott Archer) 
7. Final State Caucus approval: WRAP Strategic Plan (Don A, Pat Cummins) 
8. Other topics as time permits
1. Updates/announcements
· As there were no changes or corrections to the previous meeting summary, the summary will be considered final.
· NACAA membership meeting is scheduled for October 27-31 in San Diego.

· NACAA workshop on the state and local role in federal global warming legislation, in Washington DC December 12-13. Dan noted that NACAA is contemplating changing the dates to mid-February and asked if anyone knew of any conflicting meetings. He also told NACAA that the legislature is in session in February in many states and that may be a problem.
· JTC tentatively scheduled to meet in Chicago March 26-28. 

· NACAA spring membership meeting is scheduled for May 4-7 in Tampa, FL.

· A&WMA annual meeting is scheduled for Portland Oregon June 24-27, 2008

· Next WESTAR conference call November 14th.
2. Preferred location for WESTAR Spring 2008 meeting (Dan)
Dan listed the following locations as possible locations for WESTAR’s spring meeting: 

· Salt Lake City/Park City
· Seattle

· Portland

· Bismarck

· Bend, OR

· Flagstaff, AZ

Dan noted that Martin Bauer, who was unable to be on the call, prefers Salt Lake City/Park City in late March. After some discussion, Park City was chosen as the preferred location, in part based on an incentive offered by Cheryl Heying.
3. Action items from Boulder meeting (Dan)
Dan noted that the summary of the fall meeting is still under development, but the action item list has been completed and was circulated with the agenda for this conference call. He asked if there were any comments, additions or other suggestions. There were none. 
4. Draft letter to EPA re woodstove NSPS (Stu)
Stu was not on the call. Dan provided an overview: The state of Washington has drafted a letter to EPA urging them to update the NSPS for wood heating devices, including woodstoves and outdoor boilers. Washington believes the current NSPS is out of date, and needs to be updated. Dan contacted NESCAUM to give them a heads up, and to determine if there is interest in a joint letter. NESCAUM would like to work with us on this. Dan will follow up with NESCAUM and report back. 
5. Input to EPA on Wildland Fire Policy – recommended process (Dan)
Dan recalled the discussion on this topic at the fall business meeting. The air directors asked staff to assess the workload associated with an initiative to provide recommendations to EPA on updates to the wildland fire policy. Bob Lebens has prepared a list of “fire contacts” from each state, though not all of the contacts have the time or sufficient interest in this topic to volunteer for workgroup duties. Dan outline a plan whereby those who have expressed an interest (5 states) would do the heavy lifting on the development of recommendations, while the fire contacts would be asked to review and comment on drafts. Using this approach, Dan offered the following workload estimates:
· Project end date: 12/12 (air director call)

· Workgroup volunteers (5 states plus Charlene): 

· 4 one hour conference calls

· 1 all day call or face to face meeting
· 4-6 hours reviewing background documents and drafts

· Fire contacts

· 3 one hour conference calls

· 1-2 hours reviewing background documents and drafts

After some discussion, the air directors approved the initiative as described, and will expect to see written recommendations prior to the December WESTAR call.
6. BLM request for state partners for regional AQ impact studies (Scott Archer)
Scott Archer discussed his proposal to work with states on regional-scale analyses of the impact of oil and gas development in the intermountain west. Several states have already contacted Scott expressing an interest in a cooperating on a regional-scale analysis, and others will follow up with Scott. WESTAR will track progress on these initiatives and staff offered to help, if needed. 
7. Final State Caucus approval: WRAP Strategic Plan (Don A, Pat Cummins)
Don Arkell circulated the final draft of the WRAP strategic plan last week, asking for comments prior to today’s call. He has not received any comments, however he did note that Tom Moore is on vacation this week and may have received comments. Absent any additional comments, the plan will be finalized for presentation to the WRAP Board.
8. Other topics as time permits
· None
The meeting adjourned at 2:05 Pacific time. 

