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July 8, 2009
WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The meeting began at 1:00 Pacific time. Council members and delegates present included:

	Greg Remer, NV
Paul Tourangeau, CO
Rita Bates, NM
Stu Clark, WA

Carson Coate, MT

Cheryl Heying, UT

Alice Edwards, AK


	Terry O’Clair, ND
Willy Nagamine, HI
Ira Domsky, AZ
Brian Gustafson, SD
Martin Bauer, ID
Ray Mohr, CO
Curt Taipale, CO


WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Bob Lebens, Jeff Gabler, Don Arkell
Agenda topics:
1. Updates/announcements 

2.  Workgroup status reports
· Exceptional events workgroup

· Oil and gas workgroup

· Workgroup on NSPS for wood burning devices
3. PM2.5 NSR issue related to transition from using PM10 as a surrogate for PM2.5
4. WRAP funding – updates since last call (if any)

5. Topics for (and date for) fall WESTAR meeting
6. Other topics as time permits 

1. Updates/announcements
· As there were no changes or corrections to the previous meeting summary, the summary will be considered final.
· Dan summarized the following upcoming meeting:
· WRAP/Regional Technical Center brainstorming meeting in Denver 7/15
· NACAA Board meeting in San Francisco 7/25-27

· A&WMA conference on the air quality impacts of oil and gas development in Centennial CO

2.  Workgroup status reports
There are currently 3 active workgroups: one working on the development of comments on implementation of the exceptional events rule, one on oil and gas development, and one on updates to the woodstove NSPS.
· The Exceptional Events workgroup has held several conference calls to identify the priority issues related to implementation of the rule, and to discuss options. The workgroup will meet again tomorrow, and we anticipate forming a drafting team to outline specific recommendations first for discussion by the entire workgroup (including federal agency members, states outside of WESTAR and local air agencies). The workgroup expects to forward recommendations to the WESTAR Council in September and upon director approval, to forward the recommendations to EPA.

· Bob Lebens provided an update on the activities of the oil and gas workgroup, and also clarified that the so-called “clearinghouse” project discussed on our last call will not require funding, but will require in-kind support from states and staff time. Bob has prepared a $10,000 funding request for EPA support to defray the cost of some of his time. With that clarification, to two projects discussed on the last conference call were approved.
· Bob provided a short update on discussions related to updating the NSPS for wood burning devices, including woodstoves. An agenda is under development for a meeting scheduled for Portland November 17-19 that will include state and local agencies, Hearth Products representatives and EPA headquarters. 
3. PM2.5 NSR issue related to transition from using PM10 as a surrogate for PM2.5
Cheryl Heying provided background on this issue. EPA has indicated that they will no longer implement PM2.5 under the 1997 Seitz memo allowing states to use PM10 as a surrogate for PM2.5. The approach laid out in that memo has been needed in the absence of PM2.5 emission factors, models, SILs and increments. Cheryl noted that we still don’t have sufficient information in these areas and will not be able to implement PM2.5 NSR without better information. NACAA has formed a workgroup on this topic – UT and NV will participate, and the information about the workgroup will be circulated to the air directors.
4. WRAP funding – updates since last call (if any) 
Dan reiterated that there will be a meeting in Denver next week, the purpose of which will be to “discuss ideas for organizing the WRAP’s technical projects under a new banner” and, related to that, to discuss near and long-term funding.  Don summarized the information he has, which at this point is sketchy. We have information from 4 of the 11 states that have indicated a willingness to contribute. We have no information from Region 8 or 9. Dan will prepare a budget estimate for core funding at the WRAP and circulate his estimate as background and to help states decide how much they would be willing to contribute.
5. Topics for (and dates for) WESTAR fall meeting
Dan referred the participants to a document he circulated earlier listing potential topics for the fall meeting. The document also includes a summary of topics from previous meetings. He also sent an email asking the directors to think about several options related to the timing of the next meeting. He expressed the concern that, with some air directors already indicating that they have calendar conflicts in early October (or original target dates) and with others confronted with serious travel restrictions, the turnout might be exceptionally low. He asked for feedback on the options presented. After some discussion, the consensus was to hold the meeting in November in Santa Fe.
The directors were asked for their priority topics for the meeting agenda. Each director weighed in, and Dan will use this input to draft an agenda for discussion on our next WESTAR call.
6. Other topics as time permits
· Dan noted that our next call will be on August 12th. 
The meeting adjourned at 2:10 Pacific time. 

