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September 1, 2010
WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The monthly WESTAR Council call began at 1:00. Council members and delegates present included:

	Mike Ragan, WA
Cheryl Heying, UT
Mary Uhl, NM
Paul Tourangeau, CO
Gordon Pierce, CO
Willy Nagamine, HI

Greg Remer, NV


	Terry O’Clair, ND
Brad Shultz, SD
Martin Bauer, ID
Dave Klemp, MT

Alice Edwards, AK
Trevor Baggiore, AQ
Eric Massey, AZ



WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Bob Lebens, Jeff Gabler, Don Arkell
Agenda topics:
1. Updates/announcements

2. Report from NACAA Board Meeting (Mary Uhl, Cheryl Heying, Andy Ginsburg)
3. Update on exceptional events (Dan Johnson)

4. Finalize list of topics/questions for Janet McCabe and Scott Mathias to address in Portland (Dan Johnson)

5. Finalize business meeting roundtable questions (Dan Johnson)

6. Should WESTAR comment on EPA’s PMcoarse NAAQS review? (Greg Remer)

7. Preliminary results – survey of state’s priorities for WRAP/regional technical support (Mary Uhl, Don Arkell)

8. Other topics as time permits 

1. Updates/announcements
· As there were no changes or corrections to the previous meeting summary, the summary will be considered final.
· WESTAR’s nomination of Dan Johnson to serve on the Clean Air Act Advisory Committee was approved. Dan expects written confirmation in the next week or 10 days.
· Dan summarized the following upcoming meeting:
· 40th Anniversary of the CAA in Washington DC, September 14th.
· WESTAR fall business meeting tentatively scheduled for September 28 and 29 at the Westin Hotel in downtown Portland, OR. 

· The WRAP membership meeting will immediately follow the WESTAR meeting in Portland on September 30, and the WRAP technical committee will meet on October 1.

· NACAA membership meeting and reunion, 10/18-21 in Washington DC.

2. Report from NACAA Board Meeting (Mary Uhl, Cheryl Heying, Andy Ginsburg)
Mary summarized discussions at the recent NACAA Board meeting. She highlighted discussions on federal legislation (GHG not likely in the session; Carper Bill not likely either; appropriations including STAG increase is still alive). She also discussed the distribution of $5 million ($1M to training, $1M to RPOs, $3M to monitoring) and noted the positive tone regarding RPO funding in the future.

3. Update on exceptional events (Dan Johnson)
Dan provided background on a NACAA call scheduled for tomorrow, 9/2, with EPA to discuss the exceptional events rule (EER). In response to WESTAR’s letters regarding problems with the implementation of the rule, Scott Mathias contacted Dan to schedule a meeting. Dan suggested that the meeting include others from NACAA that have an interest. Dan will “host” the meeting tomorrow and will ensure that WESTAR’s issues and recommendations are front and center in the discussion. EPA is considering several solutions to the problems we raised, and the purpose of the call is for EPA to get feedback and reaction to their ideas.
4. Finalize list of topics/questions for Janet McCabe and Scott Mathias to address in Portland (Dan Johnson)

Dan referred the directors to the draft questions circulated with the agenda. In general, he noted that Janet will be expected to provide the 30,000 view of issues, while Scott will be expected to cover the nuts and bolts on the topics we suggest. Dan noted that one topic for Janet is missing from the draft; that is, the workload and level of support we should anticipate from EPA in the area of ozone SIP planning. Several comments were provided, and Dan will revise the questions accordingly and forward them to Janet and Scott for discussion at the business meeting.
5. Finalize business meeting roundtable questions (Dan Johnson)
Dan noted that each roundtable session is scheduled for approximately 45 minutes, and as he expects all 15 states to be in attendance, each state will have about 3 minutes to address the questions/topics. Directors offered suggested changes and additions. The final list of questions/topics will be circulated to the directors in the next few days.
6. Should WESTAR comment on EPA’s PMcoarse NAAQS review? (Greg Remer)
Greg noted that EPA is considering lowering the PMcoarse standard in spite of there being little or no additional science than was available during the last review. He asked if this was a concern to others and if WESTAR should consider commenting. After some discussion, the directors agreed to revisit this topic after hearing from Tom Moore at the business meeting. Tom is a member of the CASAC review panel, and he will be asked to address this topic.
7. Preliminary results – survey of state’s priorities for WRAP/regional technical support (Mary Uhl, Don Arkell)
Mary reminded the directors of the initial purpose of this survey – to assess the priority needs from the WRAP going forward in terms of technical support. Don noted that as the survey was conducted, several of the underlying assumptions changed, and as a result, the scope and purpose of the survey evolved. He summarized several key findings/conclusions that will be included in the final report, which will be distributed to the directors prior to the business meeting.
8. Other topics as time permits 
· Dan noted that our next call will be on October 13th. The meeting adjourned at 2:20 Pacific time.
.
� Draft will be considered final upon review and approval by a majority of the members, typically on the next monthly conference call.





