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June 10, 2009
WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The meeting began at 1:00 Pacific time. Council members and delegates present included:

	Greg Remer, NV
Paul Tourangeau, CO
Mary Uhl, NM
Stu Clark, WA

Chuck Homer, MT

Cheryl Heying, UT

Doug Schneider, WA

Martin Bauer, ID


	Terry O’Clair, ND
Willy Nagamine, HI
David Collier, OR
Ira Domsky, AZ
Brian Gustafson, SD
Martin Bauer, ID
Doug Lemke, CO


WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Bob Lebens, Jeff Gabler
Agenda topics:
1. Updates/announcements 

2. Action Item: Proposed revision to reimbursement rate for use of private vehicle* 

3. Action Item: Proposed WESTAR projects related to oil and gas*

4. Discussion: Is EPA considering expanding CAIR to include western states?

5. Discussion: Next steps on WRAP funding*

6. Other topics as time permits 

1. Updates/announcements
· As there were no changes or corrections to the previous meeting summary, the summary will be considered final.
· Dan reminded the directors that there would be a WRAP Air Managers Committee call immediately following the WESTAR call.
2.  Action Item: Proposed revision to reimbursement rate for use of private vehicle (Dan)
Dan reminded the directors that on an earlier call, we decided to keep the mileage reimbursement rate at the current 50.5 cents per miles even though the allowable federal rate had increased. The reason was that oil price changes were resulting in rapid and significant changes to the reimbursement rate. We decided to re-assess the rate mid year. A proposal was circulated to raise the rate to the current federal rate, 55 cents per mile.
Action: Ira Domsky moved, and Cheryl Heying seconded a motion to raise the mileage reimbursement rate to 55 cents per mile effective July 1, 2009. Motion was approved.
3. Action Item: Proposed WESTAR projects related to oil and gas
Dan referred the directors to two proposals by the Oil and Gas workgroup. The proposals were circulated in advance of the call. The first proposal was to conduct an inventory of oil and gas- relevant monitoring sites and to upload the data from these sites into EPA’s ARS data system. There was some concern expressed about the potential misuse and misinterpretation non-FRM data and data collected from a site that was never meant to be used to determine an area’s ambient air pollution levels. The group was given the ok to proceed with the inventory part of the proposal, but before the data is uploaded, authorization will be needed from the air directors.
The second proposal was for an oil and gas information clearinghouse in the form of a web portal with links to relevant information on federal, state, and other websites. There was some confusion over references in the proposal to WRAP projects, which typically included budgeted amounts. The air directors gas the workgroup approval to proceed with the development of the web portal but did not approve funding for any of the referenced WRAP project. The workgroup was asked to clarify the issue of funding on the next WESTAR air director call.

4. Discussion: Is EPA considering expanding CAIR to include western states?
Dan noted that EPA and selected states are collaborating on the so-called CAIR replacement rule, and that the western states have not been invited to the discussion. He asked if any states had an interested in either being involved in the discussion or, more broadly, in asking EPA to include western states in a CAIR-like rulemaking. After some discussion, the states agreed that WESTAR will not take any action at this time on this subject, but that individual states that might have an interest are encouraged to talk with EPA directly on the topic.
5. Discussion: Next steps on WRAP funding
Dan referred the participants to a document he circulated earlier, wherein he estimated that the collective total funding for the WRAP from the $2.6 million FY2009 105 grant increase is in the area of $200,000. There are many assumptions that went into this estimate, most importantly the estimate of California’s share. He asked if, given California’s decision, any of those who had previously expressed a willingness to contribute wanted to change their position. None did, so the subject then moved to how we would want the state contributions to be spent. After some discussion, the consensus was that this funding, hopefully augmented with FLM and/or tribal contributions, would be used to fund core activities at the WRAP for approximately 6 months, during which time we should have some clarity about FY2010 funding.
6. Other topics as time permits
· WildEarth Guardians filed suit naming several WESTAR states, asserting that EPA has failed to take appropriate action in the named state on transport SIPs. In particular, they assert that in cases where the state has not submitted the SIP, EPA is responsible for preparing a FIP, and they haven’t done so. 
The meeting adjourned at 2:00 Pacific time. 

