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June 9, 2010
WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The monthly WESTAR Council call began at 1:00. Council members and delegates present included:

	Mike Ragan, WA
Cheryl Heying, UT
Mary Uhl, NM
Garry Kaufman, CO
Tina Anderson, WY
Willy Nagamine, HI

Greg Remer, NV


	Terry O’Clair, ND
Brian Gustafson, SD
Martin Bauer, ID
Dave Klemp, MT

Alice Edwards, AK
Stu Clark, WA



WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Bob Lebens
Agenda topics:
1. Updates/announcements

2. National Monitoring Committee representative (Martin Bauer)

3. For review and approval: Draft letter on delayed responses to SIPs (Dan Johnson)

4. Highlights from NACAA meeting (Dan Johnson, other meeting attendees)

5. Topics and guests for WESTAR fall meeting (All) 
6. Recent Exceptional Events actions (Greg Remer)

7. Status reports on NACAA/EPA retreat workgroups (Mary Uhl, Andy Ginsburg, Cheryl Heying, Stu Clark)
8. Other topics as time permits 

1. Updates/announcements
· As there were no changes or corrections to the previous meeting summary, the summary will be considered final.
· Dan summarized the following upcoming meeting:
· Air and Waste Management Association 2010 Annual Conference on Energy and the Environment, in Calgary, Alberta, Canada June 22-25

· Meteorological Modeling meeting in Boulder, CO June 24-25.

· Final ozone standard promulgation date August 31, 2010.

· WESTAR fall business meeting tentatively scheduled for September 28 and 29 at the Westin Hotel in downtown Portland, OR. 

· The WRAP membership meeting will immediately follow the WESTAR meeting in Portland on September 30, and the WRAP technical committee will meet on October 1.

2. WESTAR’s National Monitoring Committee representative

Martin noted that long time Committee representative Bruce Louks will no longer be able to serve as WESTAR’s representative on the Monitoring Committee. Dan asked that if any of the directors wished to nominate someone to take Bruce’s place on the committee, that they send him an email. Recommendation(s) will be discussed on our July air director call.
3. For review and approval: Draft letter on delayed responses to SIPs (Dan Johnson)

Dan referred the directors to the draft letter to Gina McCarthy circulated last week and asked if there were any additional comments or revisions. There were none. Dan will finalize the letter and have President Klemp sign it if there are no comments by close of business June 10, then forward it to Gina McCarthy. 
4. Highlights from NACAA meeting (Dan Johnson, other meeting attendees)

Dan referred the directors to his summary from the recent NACAA membership meeting in Sacramento. He highlighted several things:

· 8 WESTAR states were represented at the meeting
· Potential $1M in ffy2010 funding for training

· Lydia Wegman’s comment that she does not expect areas to violate the new secondary ozone standard that don’t also violate the primary standard

· Greg Green’s idea for EPA to prepare a national attainment SIP for ozone

· Comments from a new EPA/OECA manager related to energy extraction
With respect to the second bullet, Mary noted that the NACAA Board’s recommendation include $1.5M for RPOs. With respect to the 3rd bullet, the Technical Committee will look into the veracity of Lydia’s comments and report back. 
5. Topics and guests for WESTAR fall meeting (All) 
Dan referred the directors to the list of potential topics for WESTAR’s fall meeting in Portland. He noted that WRAP expects the focus of their meeting to be ozone, covering topics that are not covered in WESTAR’s meeting.  He polled each person on the call, and, in summary, identified the following high priority topics for the meeting. Dan will draft an agenda for discussion on our July conference call.

· Hearing from EPA representatives (Scott Mathias; Janet McCabe).
· Tailoring rule and GHG BACT – roundtable on implementation.

· Ozone implementation in the west

· Funding

· SIP reform and NAAQS issues

· Using modeling to determine attain and NAA boundaries.

6. Recent Exceptional Events actions (Greg Remer)

Greg noted that the state of Nevada sent a letter to EPA Region 9 asking them to defer acting on exceptional events requests that would otherwise be denied until EPA has resolved issues related to the exceptional events rule. The letter was co-signed by Nevada’s two local air agencies (Clark and Washoe counties). After some discussion, Dan was directed to work with Greg on a letter to EPA about the need for EPA to respond to WESTAR’s recommendations promptly, and the consequences of further delay (e.g. areas erroneously declared nonattainment).
7. Status reports on NACAA/EPA retreat workgroups
Mary: Meeting with RPOs scheduled to discuss funding issues.
Stu: Still in fact finding mode.

Cheryl: Nothing much to report beyond discussion at the NACAA meeting.

8. Other topics as time permits 
Dan noted that our next call will be on July 9th. The meeting adjourned at 2:02 Pacific time.
.
� Draft will be considered final upon review and approval by a majority of the members, typically on the next monthly conference call.





