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April 14, 2010
WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The monthly WESTAR Council call began at 1:00. Council members and delegates present included:

	Mike Ragan, WA
Bryce Bird, UT
Mary Uhl, NM
Gary Kaufman, CO
Paul Tourangeau, CO

Colleen Cripps, NV
Greg Remer, NV

	Terry O’Clair, ND
Brian Gustafson, SD
Martin Bauer, ID
Stu Clark, WA
Dave Klemp, MT

Tina Anderson, WY
Ira Domsky, AZ



WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Bob Lebens, Don Arkell
Agenda topics:
1. Updates/announcements

2. Draft list of action items from spring business meeting (Dan Johnson)

3. Possible meeting: Ozone modeling in the west, week of 6/28 in Boulder, CO (Dan Johnson, Bob Lebens)

4. NACAA/EPA Retreat workgroups (Andy Ginsburg, Colleen Cripps)
5. Summary of discussions at recent ECOS meeting (Colleen Cripps)
6. Other topics as time permits
1. Updates/announcements
· As there were no changes or corrections to the previous meeting summary, the summary will be considered final (Dan noted the need to correct the date).
· Dan summarized the following upcoming meeting:
· Department of the Interior “Conference on the Environment” in Portland 4/26-30.

· Modelers Workshop in Portland, OR 5/10-13

· NACAA spring 2010 business meeting in Sacramento 5/17-19

· Meteorological Modeling meeting in Boulder, CO June 24-25.

· WESTAR fall business meeting tentatively scheduled for the week of September 13th in Portland, OR. 

2. Draft list of action items from spring business meeting (Dan Johnson)
Dan asked for comments on the draft list of action items from the spring business meeting. Tina noted that the deadline for comments on the 112j vacatur issue is April 29th, so deferring a discussion of the topic until the May WESTAR call will not work. Dan agreed to follow up with Tina to discuss alternatives, and he will make appropriate revisions to the summary of action items. 
3. Possible meeting: Ozone modeling in the west, week of 6/28 in Boulder, CO (Dan Johnson, Bob Lebens)
Dan reminded everyone of comments from Bill Harnett regarding the availability of Kirk Baker, who is leading an EPA effort to model ozone in the west. Kirk will be in the Denver area the week of June 21st, participating in a meteorological modeling conference and will remain in the area the following week. Kirk is willing to meet with western state modelers during that week. Bob Lebens spoke with several state modelers, and the consensus among them was to schedule a webinar meeting for sometime in July, after the regional modeling is complete, followed by another webinar meeting to discuss modeling guidance after the August promulgation of a new ozone NAAQS, coupled with implementation guidance. Some directors felt that training on ozone modeling is an urgent issue and that once the standard is promulgated, things will be very hectic. Dan suggested that the directors confer with their technical staff with regard to the urgency and to let WESTAR staff know if the above recommendations for webinars will not meet their needs.
4. NACAA/EPA Retreat workgroups (Andy Ginsburg, Colleen Cripps)
Dan referred participants to a document circulated earlier listing follow up items from the recent NACAA/EPA retreat. Andy and Colleen are named as NACAA leads on several of the items. Cheryl and Stu are NACAA co-leads on items as well:

· Andy’s items: reallocation process; long-term funding strategies (e.g. training); GHG permitting resources.
· Colleen: RPO funding and mission.

· Stu: SIP credits for renewable and energy efficiency.

· Cheryl: SIP reform
Andy was not on the call. Colleen and Stu noted that their groups are just beginning to set up calls. Colleen has been appointed acting Administrator in Nevada and will not have the time to lead this effort. She asked if anyone would be willing to volunteer to take her place and asked that anyone with an interest call her. Stu suggested that these issues should be discussed routinely on WESTAR conference calls.
5. Summary of discussions at recent ECOS meeting (Colleen Cripps)

Dan referred participants to the agenda for the recent ECOS meeting circulated earlier. Colleen touched on several topics covered during the meeting, including a presentation by Gina McCarthy, who clearly understands the burden states will be faced with as new regulations and updated NAAQS are promulgated in short succession. She emphasized the need for states to keep at it. ECOS adopted a number of resolutions during the meeting, including resolutions on the SIP process, NAAQS setting, multipollutant strategies, and several related to greenhouse gases.
6. Other topics as time permits
· Dan encouraged states to participate in a conference call scheduled for next Monday to discuss EPA’s proposed scheme for distributing the fy2011 105 grant. Details were provided earlier in the day in an email from Bill Becker at NACAA.
· Stu, and subsequently others, expressed concern about implementation of the new NO2 NAAQS. Several states have found that nearby sources are causing exceedances, and that in the absence of guidance, states are left holding the bag. Bob Lebens will initiate discussions on this matter through the appropriate WESTAR committee(s).

The meeting adjourned at 1:55 Pacific time.
.
� Draft will be considered final upon review and approval by a majority of the members, typically on the next monthly conference call.





