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March 11, 2009
WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The meeting began at 1:00 Pacific time. Council members and delegates present included:

	Greg Remer, NV
Paul Tourangeau, CO
Martin Bauer, ID

Doug Schneider, WA

Chuck Homer, MT
Dave Klemp, MT

Ira Domsky, AZ

Cheryl Heying, UT


	Terry O’Clair, ND
Alice Edwards, AK
Mary Uhl, NM

Rick Bodinger, SD
Stu Clark, WY
Dave McNeill, UT
Becky Cripe, NV
Deb Wolfe, MT


WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Bob Lebens, Jeff Gabler
Agenda topics:
1. Updates/announcements 

2. Topics for discussion with Steve Page and Bill Harnett at spring business meeting
3. For discussion: Should WESTAR provide written recommendations to EPA on implementation of the Exceptional Events rule?
4. Other topics as time permits
Meeting Summary
1. Updates/announcements
· As there were no changes or corrections to the previous meeting summary, the summary will be considered final.
· Dan noted the following upcoming meetings:

· Update to woodstove/biomass burning devices NSPS in Reno March 18th; the annual Hearth Products tradeshow runs 3/19-22 in Reno.

· Stu mentioned an “invitation only” meeting on preemption issues related to EPA’s implementation of climate change, in Washington DC 3/25

· WESTAR spring meeting April 6-8 at Incline Village, NV

· Public hearing on EPA’s proposed greenhouse gas reporting rule in Sacramento 4/16

· NACAA spring meeting May 3-6 in New Orleans
· Clean Air Act Advisory Committee in Washington D.C. May 13-14
2. Topics  for discussion with Steve Page and Bill Harnett at the spring business meeting
Dan suggested an approach for our discussion with Steve Page on EPA’s priorities under the new administration. The Clean Air Act Advisory Committee (CAAAC) recently adopted and forwarded to Administrator Jackson a document outlining their Vision and a set of guiding principles for air quality management in the future. EPA has used this document in their briefings with the new administration’s transition team. The document envisions a stronger partnership between EPA and state and local agencies, and a more holistic approach to air quality management. We could ask Steve Page to outline how OAQPS intends to address the recommendations contained within the report and to address any additional initiatives EPA has or intends to implement in the coming years. The directors agreed that this would be a good approach for our discussion with Steve Page.
A list of topics for Bill Harnett was circulated with the conference call agenda. Several additional topics were suggested. Dan will contact Bill to discuss the topics we have identified and to encourage Bill to include any additional topics that he feels are important for the WESTAR air directors.
3. For discussion: Should WESTAR provide written recommendations to EPA on implementation of the Exceptional Events rule?
A meeting was held last month with representatives from EPA headquarters, Regions 8, 9, and 10, and western state and local air agency representatives to discuss issues that have emerged in the implementation of the exceptional events rule. It became clear that both EPA and the states are having some difficulty primarily with the aspects of the rule having to do with states documenting the causal relationship between a monitored value and the exceptional or natural event. EPA would welcome WESTAR’s recommendations on ways to improve rule implementation. The meeting participants identified several promising approaches and outstanding issues that need to be clarified (circulated as action items with the conference call agenda). The question for the air directors is whether the effort to prepare recommendations is a high enough priority to take on at this time, the assumption being that a workgroup of interested state , and possibly local air agency, representatives would be formed to draft the recommendations. Dan noted that the effort would probably include 3 or 4 conference calls over the spring and early summer. After some discussion, the decision was to move forward with the effort, including inviting participation by local air agencies and representatives from federal land management agencies. 
4. Other topics as time permits
· Dan noted that EPA has published a proposed greenhouse gas reporting rule and asked if there was interest in WESTAR developing comments on the proposal. The directors were asked to email Dan if, after reading the document, they believe that WESTAR should comment. The working assumption will be that western states will work with NACAA to contribute their thoughts to NACAA’s comment letter. If NACAA’s comments do not adequately express western views, WESTAR will comment.
· NACAA Board meeting summary: Cheryl commented that EPA’s implementation of the new allocation formula for 105 grant distributions was discussed, and she thinks the western states need to look into this.
The meeting adjourned at 2:00 Pacific time. 

