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March 10, 2010
WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The monthly WESTAR Council call began at 1:00. Council members and delegates present included:

	Mike Ragan, WA
Cheryl Heying, UT
Mary Uhl, NM
Alice Edwards, AK

Paul Tourangeau, CO

Willy Nagamine, HI
Greg Remer, NV

	Terry O’Clair, ND
Brian Gustafson, SD
Martin Bauer, ID
Stu Clark, WA
Dave Klemp, MT

Colleen Delaney, UT
Eric Massey, AZ



WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Jeff Gabler, Don Arkell
Agenda topics:
1. Updates/announcements

2. For approval: Final draft comments on EPA’s Ozone NAAQS proposal (Colleen Delaney)

3. For comments/suggestions: List of topics for Bill Harnett’s presentation at WESTAR meeting (Dan Johnson, all)

4. EPA’s draft 2011 grant guidance (Dan Johnson)

5. Other topics as time permits
· PM10 Surrogate Policy
1. Updates/announcements
· As there were no changes or corrections to the previous meeting summary, the summary will be considered final (Dan noted the need to correct the date).
· Dan summarized the following upcoming meeting:
· ECOS meeting in Sausalito, CA 3/23-25
· WESTAR spring meeting: tentative 3/29-30 in Denver, CO. 
· WRAP meeting 3/31 in Denver, CO.
· Department of the Interior “Conference on the Environment” in Portland 4/26-30.

· NACAA spring 2010 business meeting in Sacramento 5/17-19

· Dan noted that the next WESTAR call will be April 14th (second Wednesday of the month)
2. For approval: Final draft comments on EPA’s Ozone NAAQS proposal (Colleen Delaney)
Colleen provided an overview of the draft comments. She summarized each of the 16 proposed comments and provided clarifications when asked. Dan asked if there were any substantive comments to discuss during the call, and there were none. He asked for any final comments by close of business Friday, after which staff will finalize the letter and forward to President Bauer for approval to submit to the Docket. The comment deadline is March 22nd. 
3. For comments/suggestions: List of topics for Bill Harnett’s presentation at WESTAR meeting (Dan Johnson, all)
Dan asked for any comments or additions to the draft list of topics circulated in advance of the conference call. Several suggestions were made. Dan will add/amend the list and forward it to Bill.
4. EPA’s draft 2011 grant guidance (Dan Johnson) 
Dan provided a brief summary of EPA’s draft 2011 grant guidance. He highlighted several elements, including EPA’s request for comments on how EPA should allocate a requested $82.5 million increase over 2010 authorized levels. He offered several suggestions for comments that are more western-state centric than the comments we should expect from NACAA. He asked if there was interest in WESTAR developing comments around the themes he mentioned, and the directors agreed that WESTAR should develop comments. Dan will draft comments for director review in the coming week, and we should expect to finalize the comments on or shortly after the business meeting. Comments are due to EPA by March 29th.
5. Other topics as time permits
· Dan noted that NACAA will only comment on EPA’s proposal to repeal the PM10 Surrogate Policy if a significant number of state weigh in on the need for such comments. He suggested that states respond to a recent email from NACAA with a common message – that the premise upon which the proposal rests is incorrect, and that EPA needs to ensure that the necessary tools for PM2.5 permitting have been developed and tested. Dan will send an email summarizing the key points.
.
The meeting adjourned at 2:10 Pacific time.
.
� Draft will be considered final upon review and approval by a majority of the members, typically on the next monthly conference call.





