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January 14, 2009
WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The meeting began at 1:00 Pacific time. Council members and delegates present included:

	Greg Remer, NV
Paul Tourangeau, CO
Martin Bauer, ID

Doug Schneider, WA

Willy Nagamine, HI

Dave Klemp, MT

Diane Arnst, AZ

Cheryl Heying, UT


	Jim Semerad, ND
Alice Edwards, AK
Mary Uhl, NM

Brian Gustafson, SD
Tina Anderson, WY

Dave Finely, WY

Nancy Wrona, AZ


WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Bob Lebens, Jeff Gabler
Others present: Don Arkell (Contractor)

Agenda topics:
1. Updates/announcements 

2. For review: Draft agenda for spring business meeting
3. WESTAR-WRAP coordination status report
4. For discussion: WildEarth Guardians petition re: western interstate transport region
5. For review: Agendas for planned meetings

a. Exceptional Events rule implementation

b. NSPS update – biomass burning devices
6. Other topics as time permits
1. Updates/announcements
· As there were no changes or corrections to the previous meeting summary, the summary will be considered final.
· Dan will be on vacation the first two weeks in February. Unless an urgent issue emerges between now and then, he suggested that we cancel the next WESTAR monthly call.

· Dan noted the following upcoming meetings:

· Air Managers Committee conference call February 17th 
· Exceptional events rule implementation, February 25-26 in San Francisco

· Update to woodstove/biomass burning devices NSPS in Reno March 18th; the annual Hearth Products tradeshow runs 3/19-22 in Reno.

· WESTAR spring meeting April 6-8 at Incline Village, NV

· NACAA spring meeting May 3-6 in New Orleans
2. For review: Draft agenda for spring business meeting 

Dan walked through the first draft of an agenda for WESTAR’s spring business meeting in Lake Tahoe. He noted that he will send out an email tomorrow with an updated draft agenda and information about room reservations. There were no suggested revisions.
3. WESTAR-WRAP coordination status report
Don Arkell discussed the status of WRAP’s response to the letter from the Air Managers Committee requesting information about the cost to maintain and utilize WRAP’s technical capacity. He noted that WRAP’s committees are working on a response the AMC letter under the umbrella of a workplan for 1010-11. Don noted that Tom Moore and Lee Gribovicz will receive agendas for WESTAR committee conference calls, and will participate in calls as appropriate. This is consistent with recommendations approved by the Council to improve coordination between WESTAR and WRAP. Finally, Don reminded folks that an AMC call is scheduled for February 17th.
4. For discussion: WildEarth Guardians petition re: western interstate transport region
WildEarth Guardians petitioned EPA to make a SIP call within 18 months to 16 western states (13 continental WESTAR states plus Kansas, Nebraska and Oklahoma) to address inadequacies in their respective SIPs to mitigate interstate ozone impacts, and further petitions EPA to establish an interstate transport region and commission. The petition asserts that the “best available scientific information” makes it clear that regional transport is a significant contributor to ozone problems in the west and concludes that EPA has a duty to take these actions. A number of concerns came up about the petition and the technical reports cited in the petition. After discussion, staff will take the following actions:

· Contact Pat Cummins to request that WRAP post a disclaimer on their website regarding the technical errors and uncertainties in the previous study, noting that an update is under development.
· Draft a letter to EPA stating that the technical basis for the petition is flawed and requesting that EPA consult with WESTAR prior to responding to the petition.

· Discuss this issue with Steve Page at our spring business meeting.
5. For review: Agendas for planned meetings
· Exceptional Events rule implementation

Bob Lebens referenced the draft agenda for the subject meeting circulated yesterday. He noted that EPA has been involved in the drafting of the agenda. No suggestions for change were offered.

· NSPS update – biomass burning devices

Bob referenced the draft agenda for the 3/18 meeting in Reno on woodstoves, scheduled to allow participants to attend the annual Hearth Products trade show, which begins on March 19th. 

6. Other topics as time permits
The meeting adjourned at 2:08 Pacific time. 

