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January 13, 2009
WESTAR Council Meeting

Conference Call Summary




The meeting began at 12:30 Pacific time with a half-hour briefing by John Paul on the greenhouse gas BACT workgroup. Minutes to this meeting are not posted as the workgroup is still deliberating on the subject topic.

The monthly WESTAR Council call began at 1:00. Council members and delegates present included:

	Mike Regen, WA
Cheryl Heying, UT
Mary Uhl, NM
Alice Edwards, AK

Kirsten King, CO

Willy Nagamine, HI
Greg Remer, NV


	Terry O’Clair, ND
Brian Gustafson, SD
Mike Simon, ID
Regg Olsen, UT

Deb Wolfe, MT

Phil Allen, OR




WESTAR staff present: Dan Johnson, Bob Lebens, Jeff Gabler, Don Arkell
Agenda topics:
1. Updates/announcements

2. Selection of state agency WRAP Board of Directors (Dan Johnson, Don Arkell)

3. Strategy to address 2011 funding (Dan Johnson)

4. Recommendations related to structure/functions of WESTAR committees (Bob Lebens)
5. Topics for Spring WESTAR meeting (Dan Johnson, all)
6. Other topics as time permits
· Should WESTAR comment on the ozone proposal? 

1. Updates/announcements
· As there were no changes or corrections to the previous meeting summary, the summary will be considered final.
· Dan summarized the following upcoming meeting:
· Public hearings for the proposed new ozone standard are scheduled for Arlington, VA and Houston, TX on February 2nd, and Sacramento, CA on February 4th. 

· Clean Air Act Advisory Committee: 2/2-3 in Washington, DC.

· NACAA/EPA retreat:  February 4 in Washington, DC. Dan noted that briefing papers with links to prior WESTAR comments on the topics scheduled for discussion at the briefing are being prepared and will be circulated to the membership in the next day. Cheryl Heying requested input from states on SIP reform ideas.
· National Air Quality Conference: 3/15-3/18 in Raleigh, NC.

· WESTAR spring meeting: tentative 3/29-30 in Denver, CO. (WRAP meeting 3/31)
· NACAA spring 2010 business meeting in Sacramento 5/15-19

· Jeff Gabler is beginning to fill out the 2010 training calendar, and will post information about the courses on WESTAR’s website.

· A “DERA information webpage” has been published, as requested on the last conference call. The page is a portal providing links to information about approved DERA projects from across the country. The web address is: www.westar.org/DERAinfo.htm .

· NACAA has asked for 1 or 2 volunteers from the west to participate on a workgroup to provide input to EPA on a MACT for electric utilities. Dan asked if anyone on the phone was willing to volunteer. Mary Uhl indicated that New Mexico would volunteer 
· Dan asked how the directors want to handle our next regularly scheduled call. He will be on vacation the second Wednesday of February, but would be back for a call on February 17th. The next call will be scheduled for the 17th.
2. Selection of state agency WRAP Board of Directors (Dan Johnson, Don Arkell)
WRAP’s new charter calls for a Board of Directors made up of five state air directors, in addition to tribal, local, and federal members. WRAP would like to seat the Board as soon as possible, and has asked WESTAR to facilitate the selection of the state members. Don Arkell summarized the duties and likely time commitment of a WRAP Board member based on the background document circulated with the agenda for this conference call. On the call, Alice Edwards (1 year) and Mary Uhl volunteered to serve on the Board, and Ira Domsky volunteered Arizona (likely Eric Massey). Dan indicated that calls would be made to solicit volunteers for the remaining 2 Board positions.
3. Strategy to address 2011 funding (Dan Johnson) 
Funds have been secured for WRAP operations through calendar year 2010. As yet, no funds have been secured or identified for 2011 and beyond. As yet, we have not determined how the work of the WRAP will be funded – through state contributions? Or state/federal contributions? Will tribes and/or the regulated community contribute, and if so, under what conditions and constraints? Will states take on more responsibilities that have traditionally been conducted by WRAP staff or contractors? 
Whatever the preferred model is, some level of funding will be needed from someone. We need to figure out what the preferred model is, and solicit funds to support the preferred model soon.
Dan asked how the directors preferred to pursue this issue:

· Series of special conference calls with all the directors

· State WRAP Board members prepare recommendations for consideration by the full Council.

· State members plus other WRAP members work together on recommendations.

· Contract with an organizational planner to conduct interviews and offer options.

After discussion, the directors agreed to devote a significant part of our next WESTAR call (February 17th) to this discussion after hearing Gina McCarthy’s response to the need for RPO funding during the upcoming retreat.

4. Recommendations related to structure/functions of WESTAR committees (Bob Lebens) 
Bob Lebens summarized the recommendation of the committee co-chairs to effectively continue to operate as we have in the past, except that the Sources and Mobile committees would operate on an ad hoc basis. The air directors supported the recommendation.
5. Topics for Spring WESTAR meeting (Dan Johnson, all)
Possible topics for WESTAR’s spring business meeting were circulated with the agenda last week. Dan polled the call participants on their preferred topics, and based on this input, will prepare a draft agenda for discussion on our next conference call.
6. Other topics as time permits
· Dan asked for the director’s thoughts on commenting on EPA’s proposal to revise the ozone standard. He noted that our comments in 2007 are as relevant today as they were then, noting that the themes of the prior comments were: 1) individual states will comment; 2) EPA should set the standards based on science without regard to implementation issues; and 3) the western states expect EPA to provide the resources needed to do the regional planning that will be needed just as they have for the eastern states over the past 20 years. The directors agreed that WESTAR should draft comments.
The meeting adjourned at 2:05 Pacific time. 

� Draft will be considered final upon review and approval by a majority of the members, typically on the next monthly conference call.





