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December 28, 1998

Mr. John Seitz, Director

Office of Air Quality Planning

and Standards

US EPA

Research Triangle Park, NC 27711

Dear Mr. Seitz:

I am writing on behalf of the WESTAR Council to make two general comments regarding current NAAQS and regional haze implementation issues.  One comment is in regard to the November 17, 1998 Proposed Implementation Guidance for the Revised Ozone and PM NAAQS and the Regional Haze Program.  The other comment is in regard to funding for the regional planning efforts states will be undertaking to implement the NAAQS and Regional Haze requirements.

The November 17 guidance provides very little in the way of specifics with regard to implementation of the PM2.5 NAAQS or Regional Haze.  The guidance does state that where PM2.5 is identified as a pollutant of regional concern, subsequent guidance will likely be modeled after that developed for ozone.  The ozone template may be appropriate for purposes of developing PM2.5 planning and implementation guidance, but it is premature to make this conclusion until the implications of applying the ozone guidance to PM2.5 are more clearly understood.  PM2.5 may be a pollutant of regional origination and impact in some, but not all areas in the West.   Individual  western states may have areas for which PM2.5 may be a pollutant of regional concern as well as areas for which PM2.5 is of local concern (impacting a limited geographical area).    

Since specifics with regard to PM2.5 and Regional Haze are not included in the guidance, we expect that EPA will lay out a time frame for developing such guidance and provide adequate opportunities for state comment on its proposals.   In the meantime, WESTAR=s PM Technical Committee will be examining this issue.  We look forward to working with EPA to ensure that future PM2.5 and Regional Haze guidance considers both the regional and local character of PM2.5 and regional haze planning that will likely be required in the West.
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With regard to federal resources to facilitate regional planning efforts as envisioned in EPA guidance, I understand that OAQPS sought recommendations from EPA Regional Offices this month.   I recommend that EPA actively solicit state suggestions about the best use of the funding before funding decisions are made to ensure that the resources are directed toward providing tangible benefits to the states.  

Sincerely,

Sandra Lopez

Director, WESTAR

cc:

WESTAR Council

PM Technical Committee 
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