November 17, 2003

Jeffrey Holmstead
Environmental Protection Agency

Mail Code: 6102T

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20460

 

Dear Mr. Holmstead,

 

The Western States Air Resources (WESTAR) Council strongly supports EPA’s efforts to harmonize schedules for the development and implementation of plans to reduce fine particulates, ozone, and regional haze. Without legislation that would change the current deadlines, states will be developing air quality plans over the next one to four years, limiting the opportunity for neighboring states to coordinate air quality management strategies. WESTAR Council members believe that harmonizing these schedules is critical, in part because doing so would enable states to collaborate with neighboring states and tribes in identifying the most cost effective emission control strategies to address local and regional air quality problems.

Given the economic challenges faced by many states, we can ill-afford the duplication of efforts that would result from planning and implementing emission control strategies for these three programs independently, as would be required under current rules. Understanding the relationship between the pollutants controlled under each of these programs, and the regulatory timeframes within which their emissions must be reduced, will enable regulated sources to develop the most cost-effective emission control strategies to address their emission reduction obligations.

 

In summary, the WESTAR states urge EPA to continue pursuing legislation to harmonize schedules for fine particulates, ozone and regional haze.  Please contact Dan Johnson, WESTAR Executive Director, if there is anything we can do to assist you in this important initiative

 

Sincerely,

 

 

 

Sandra Ely, President

Western States Air Resources Council

Cc:
Steve Page, OAQPS


Bill Becker, STAPPA/ALAPCO


Patrick Cummins, WRAP

