June 1, 2001

Mary Sullivan Douglas

STAPPA/ALAPCO
444 North Capitol St., N.W., Suite 307

Washington, D.C.  20001
Dear Mary,

On behalf of the WESTAR Council, thank you for the opportunity to comment on EPA's proposed National Program and Grant Guidance, and in particular EPA's proposal on the distribution of fiscal year 2002 grant funds. WESTAR, as you know, represents 15 western states, including Alaska, Hawaii, Washington, Oregon, California, Nevada, Idaho, Montana, Utah, Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico, Wyoming, South Dakota and North Dakota.

While the individual WESTAR states may be commenting separately, all of the states are in agreement on one important point. The WESTAR Council objects to EPA's proposal to change from the traditional pro rata distribution formula without there first being a thorough evaluation of optional approaches, including but not limited to a population-based approach. This change would significantly alter the current allocation approach, a change that should not be made until states have had a full opportunity to evaluate this approach against other distribution options.

In addition to our concern that this change may establish a precedent without a full evaluation of options, we believe that the population-based funding allocation approach would disproportionately impact many sparsely populated states in the west. Though small in population, most western states are faced with a huge burden in the coming years to meet the requirements of the regional haze rule. Two thirds of the nation's Class I areas are in the western states, states that are ultimately responsible for developing and implementing SIPs. While we are expecting significant support from the Western Regional Air Partnership in meeting the requirements of the regional haze rule, considerable work will be left to the states.

WESTAR supports the use of the traditional pro rata distribution formula until the states and EPA have engaged in a full discussion of all of the distribution options, including but not limited to population-based options.  Thanks again for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Dan Johnson

Executive Director

