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A Vision and Guiding Principles for the National Air Program
Executive Summary

A Report of the Clean Air Act Advisory Committee
Clean air is essential to a healthy population, a healthy environment, and a healthy economy.  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), tribal, state, and local governments—along with partners in industry and the non-governmental organization (NGO) sector—are committed to making the air safe and healthy in every community, reducing ecosystem damage from air pollution, and doing their share to address global air quality problems.  

The statements above reflect a shared vision for the National Air Program, developed by the Clean Air Act Advisory Committee (CAAAC).  The National Air Program refers to the collection of programs and activities being undertaken by federal, state, local and tribal government agencies, in concert with industry and NGO partners, to protect, manage, and improve air quality in the U.S.  The CAAAC identified six guiding principles that are vital to achieving this vision:

1. Establish clear goals and manage for results and accountability

2. Use appropriate tools including innovative approaches

3. Conduct sound research and use information effectively

4. Build capacity among government partners for effective implementation
5. Build a better and broader partnership

6. Educate and involve the public

Significant progress has been made to improve air quality in the U.S. in the several decades since the Clean Air Act was first established.  Despite this progress, important challenges remain to address impacts to human health, welfare, and ecological conditions posed by criteria air pollutants and air toxics.  Efforts are needed to move toward a more comprehensive, integrated, multi-pollutant approach to air quality management in the U.S.  In addition, climate change holds both important challenges and opportunities for the National Air Program.

The CAAAC has prepared this document to help guide and frame future efforts for the National Air Program. The CAAAC expects this document will serve two primary purposes:

1. Provide the new Administration with a clear statement of the CAAAC’s vision and guiding principles for the National Air Program, complemented by a set of key recommendations for advancing this vision; and

2. Serve as a “north star” both to the CAAAC as it works to advise USEPA in the coming years and to the government, industry, and NGO partners working to implement and improve the National Air Program.

The CAAAC firmly believes that the vision and guiding principles articulated in this document are fully relevant to guide any future efforts to address climate change or to revise the Clean Air Act.

The following table summarizes key recommendations discussed in this document.

	Guiding Principle
	CAAAC Priority Recommendations

	1.  Establish Clear Goals and Manage for Results and Accountability
	1.1 Strengthen Efforts to Establish and Connect Air Quality Management Goals and Desired Public Health, Ecosystem Health, Welfare, and Climate Change Outcomes.
1.2 Improve Performance Measurement Activities to Support Results-Based Management and Accountability.
1.3 Improve the Effectiveness, Efficiency, and Speed of National Air Program Processes and Activities Through Collaborative Efforts and Innovation.

	2.
Use Appropriate Tools Including Innovative Approaches
	2.1 Expand National and Regional Control Strategies.

2.2 Develop an Integrated Multipollutant Program for Criteria and Hazardous Air Pollutants.
2.3 Rapidly Develop and Deploy Effective Programs and Activities to Encourage Energy Efficiency and Use of Renewable Energy Sources.

	3.  Conduct Sound Research and Use Information Effectively
	3.1 Improve Emissions Measurement, Reporting, and Inventories, including Emission Factors and Estimation Methods.
3.2 Strengthen Research Related to Air Quality and its Connections to Public and Ecosystem Health, Welfare, and Climate Change Outcomes.
3.3 Expand and Improve Air-Related Monitoring.
3.4 Improve the Quality and Accessibility of Information Available to Support Air Quality Management Decision-Making.

	4.  Build Capacity Among Government Partners for Effective Implementation
	4.1 Provide Timely Guidance and Rule Implementation Support to S/L/T Partners.
4.2 Increase Resources and Funding to Support Effective Program Implementation by Government Partners.
4.3 Invest in Efforts to Hire, Retain, and Train High Quality Staff at Government Partners in the National Air Program.

	5.  Build a Better and Broader Partnership


	5.1 Clarify Roles and Improve Collaboration and Coordination Between USEPA and S/L/T Partners.
5.2 Strengthen and Expand Partnerships to Improve Understanding of the Connections Between Air Quality and Human Health and Ecosystem Health Outcomes.
5.3 Strengthen and Expand Partnerships to Improve Implementation of Air Emission Reduction Strategies.

	6.  Educate and Involve the Public


	6.1 Improve the Quality and Availability of Public Information on Air Quality and Activities of the National Air Program.
6.2 Equip and Enable the Public to Productively Engage in National Air Program Decision-Making Processes.
6.3 Spur Public Action and Participation in Emissions Reduction Efforts.





Vision Statement





Achieve and maintain air quality that protects and enhances public health, welfare, and the environment
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