November 3, 2009
Background Paper – EPA’s Budget Development Process
At best, it takes nearly 2 years from the time EPA initiates its internal budget development process until grants are awarded. EPA will begin its internal process to identify priorities for the FY2012 budget in January 2010, when they plan to meet with NACAA and other stakeholders. The key steps
 are outlined below:

January – May
EPA/OAR begins internal and external discussions on priorities for the upcoming budget



EPA/OAR consults with NACAA and other stakeholders for input on their priorities


May – June
OMB provides budget development instructions to EPA Offices with target budget numbers


June - September
EPA consults with ECOS and other stakeholders on media priorities (e.g., air vs. water)


EPA Office of the Chief Financial Officer decides target funding levels based on media priorities

September - November
EPA provides draft budget to OMB.

November – January
EPA receives instructions from OMB preparation of the President’s budget outline


January – March
President announces budget proposal outline



EPA drafts program guidance, including the priorities that they will use to distribute awards



EPA consults with stakeholders, including NACAA, on draft program guidance


March – May
House and Senate Appropriations subcommittees receive stakeholder input on budget



EPA finalizes program guidance



President’s detailed budget proposal is published


June - ???
Congress debates budget, adopting continuing resolutions as needed.
� Dates are estimates based on the past three budget cycles.





