Technical Committee Issues and Priorities (4/20/01)

(note from Bob Lebens:  I made a first cut at categorizing the issues and grouped those that I thought didn’t fit neatly into Monitoring, Emission Inventory or Modeling/Meteorology into ‘Multiple Categories’.  The items are listed within each category in the order in which they were recorded at the meeting.  The number in ( ) following each issue is the number of votes received.  Those in italics were judged to be the highest priority)

Multiple Categories
· New regulations – Class I issues (9)

· Cumulative impact analysis (5)

· NSR and Class I areas

· Increment tracking

· Consistency and accuracy of emission inventories versus modeling input needs (6)

(example:   regional haze need speciated emission inventory but base information is not available and must be generated.

· Modeling and emissions data associated with prescribed and wild fire (7)

· Agricultural burning (2)

· Fugitive dust emission inventory and modeling (8)

· Growth and impacts of power generation in the West (7)

· Review of new CO standard (2)

· Review of new PM standard criteria document (4)

· Toxics monitoring, modeling, emission inventory (12)

· FRM monitoring inadequate to support modeling, it only gives daily total, is not speciated or adequate temporally (4)

· Data management for toxics and speciated PM (11)

· GIS – How to use, take advantage of GIS to support modeling and other needs (0)

· Public access of information (8)

· Improvements


· Quality assurance before access

· Visualization

· Realtime access

· Use of national transportation data at borders (CA, AZ, ND, WA, MT, ID, NM, 
AK) and 
emission inventory issues related to emissions from other countries. (0) 

Monitoring

· PM2.5 monitoring funding contribution (0)

· Discontinuation of monitoring difficult (1)

· QA of monitoring data –QAPP guidance needed.  WESTAR role in process (0)

· New AIRS beta testing – due in October in final form – not clear what problems are (1)

Emission Inventory

· State-to-state consistency in Emission Inventory Preparation (11)

· Regional differences from on EPA Region to another

· Availability of emission factors

· Variation in emission calculation models

· Quality of emission inventory (4)

· Coverage of emission inventory (4)

· Some states only have non-attainment area coverage and others have county level information

· Biogenic emission inventory (0)

· Ammonia inventory (5)

· EPA NEI (4)

· Format changes and need for substitution of ‘EPA’ data for state submitted acid rain and mobile source data.

· Inflexibility of input window

· Changes or edits restricted to 1/year

· CERR – resolution of remaining issues – toxics (4)

Modeling/Meteorology
· PM models – always a research project.  No method for model performance, etc.  Not state role to develop research every time. (0)

· Meteorological data management for modeling coordination (1)

· Met data  - West needs high definition because of terrain but actual data is sparse (1)

· Met data – Upper air data lacking to support modeling needs (1)

· Met data – Often of low quality (0)

· Revision of guideline for air quality modeling – guidance process late and controversial process (4)

· Mobile6  (5)

· Beta version available – changes?  

· Only OBD 96 and newer

· PART5 not updated  - due later

· Mobile6 – SIP reanalysis if you used Tier II credits but I/M alternative not available (2)

