WESTAR Technical Committee Conference Call Meeting Summary

June 18, 2001
Participating members:  Phyllis Baas (WA), Marianne Rossio (HI), Mary Uhl (NM), Steve Weber (SD), Gerry Preston (OR), Chris Hanson (ND), Lee Gribovicz (WY), Bob Lebens and Dan Johnson (WESTAR). Gerry Guay (AK) joined the call in progress.

1.  Agenda Review, roll call, monthly meeting time

The meeting began promptly at 9:32 Pacific time. Phyllis sent the agenda out in advance and there we no proposed changes or additions. The time that works best for most people is the 3rd Wednesday of each month. Assume there will be a call each month, unless the co-chairs cancel. 

Action Item:
· Bob Lebens will set up a conference call for the 3rd Wednesday of each month. Co-chairs will send out agenda reminders prior to the calls.

2.  Sub-committees

There was significant discussion about the role and functioning of sub-committees, as identified in the kick off meeting in Tempe – monitoring, modeling, and emission inventories. Are they purely ad hoc or will they meet routinely? Who makes up the sub-committees? What level of commitment will there be? 

In general, it was agreed that each sub-group would have a lead from the Technical Committee, and the members would be identified by the air directors as “points of contact” from their state or land management agency. When a specific project/initiative is identified, all or a sub-set of the sub-committee would contribute, pending the commitment by the air director of their staff’s time. The routine business of the sub-committees is to share information peer to peer.

Gerry Preston offered the following next steps for the sub-committees:

1) Have a starting list of issues of concern, brainstorm on other issues to add to the list.

2) Set up some sort of mechanism (web page/email group) that ensures we can take advantage of other workgroups working on identical or similar issues so no groups across the nation are duplicating identical efforts.

3) For those issues that are not being handled by other bodies (ie: WRAP) develop an objective, work plan and timeline for each issue.  Recommend priorities.

4) Run the list by the Tech. Committee for check-in and possible priority adjustment.

5) Implement the work plans (which will include periodic check in with Tech. Committee especially to review any “emerging issues” or shifts in priorities for workgroups.

Action Items:

· The committee selected Mary Uhl to lead the modeling group, Lee Gribovicz to lead the emission inventory group, and Phyllis Baas to lead the monitoring group.

· Dan Johnson will contact the air directors to solicit points of contact from as many states as possible.

· Bob Lebens will keep an up-to-date, compiled list of sub-committee members. 

3.  Overview of WESTAR initiatives currently underway

Bob Lebens summarized several initiatives currently underway at WESTAR, some or all of which would benefit from Technical Committee involvement. They are:

· Develop guidance for states to use in making reasonable attribution determinations (required under the regional haze rule whenever an FLM certifies impairment of a Class I area)

· Project funds available to improve the accuracy of the fugitive dust emission estimation algorithm (contractor to be hired; need to develop RFP, review bids and oversee the contractor)

· Set up a workshop on estimating emissions from fires (jointly with the WRAP Fire Emissions Joint Forum)

· Survey states on what they need from initial regional modeling underway by WRAP contractor (small contract in hand)

· The traditional Advanced Modeling Workshop has been canceled for this year, but there may be a session added to the WESTAR annual technical conference (see next bullet)

· WESTAR’s annual technical conference will focus on regional modeling, and in particular the results from UC Riverside. The Technical Committee could help to shape the agenda, identify topics and speakers.

· Guidance for EPA’s National Monitoring Assessment is under development. There is talk of doing this sort of assessment on a regional scale, and the group working with EPA includes states from the south, midwest and east. 

· There is interest in WESTAR hosting a PSD modeling workshop, including states, FLMs, and industry.

· There is interest in training to analyze IMPROVE data.

· EPA’s regional modeling guidance in due out imminently. 

Based on an earlier discussion, we all agreed that WESTAR shouldn’t duplicate the work of others. It would be the task of the Committee or an assigned sub-committee to determine if work is already being done – in which case sharing the information is the task – or, if not, recommend what action is needed. 

Referring to Gerry Preston’s suggested action steps above, sub-committees are encouraged to add the above on-going projects to their discussion of priorities.

The meeting ended at 10:20.

