Tech Committee Conference Call

February 25, 2004

Attendees:  Mary Uhl, John Coefield, Don Shepherd, Phil Allen, Mike Sundbloom, Lori Campbell, Brock LeBaron, Patrick Barrickman, Mike Reagan, Gerry Guay, Bob Lebens

Update from Monitoring Subcommittee:  PM2.5 realtime monitoring issues—there is an April or May Region 8 Monitoring meeting, perhaps WESTAR can send reps to this meeting to report back to the subcommittee (present idea at spring business meeting, keep in workplan)

WRAP Update:  1.)  EI Forum—holding weekly phone calls on EDMS, Brock will send link to group.  Software and hardware plan are in development and should be finalized in the next few weeks.  Beta version available mid-summer.  Forum meets in Santa Fe March 25-26, presentation by Pechan on plans.  

2.) HIPCAST—meeting March 23-24 in Santa Fe, this committee will assist in development of 308 and 309g SIPs, providing feedback to the WRAP to ensure technical workproducts are adequate for SIP development.  At this meeting, they will be focused on the 2004 workplan.

3.) Stationary Sources Joint Forum—met in February, still needs a co-chair.  Discussed IAQ, will be brought to the WRAP Board, discussed BART contract to assist states in identifying BART-eligible sources, discussed Mercury proposals.

4.) WRAP Modeling Forum—working to get MM5 to perform better.  Initial model performance has not been good.

Ozone Conference—March 9-11 in Salt Lake City

GIS Workshop Proposal—GIS is used from many air quality activities.  Patrick and Brock are proposing a workshop to discuss GIS uses and exchange methods and applications (EDMS, increment tracking database).  Proposal for a WESTAR workshop on emission inventories and GIS:
 

A workshop to bring state emission inventory together to share experiences and learn about new tools available for integrating GIS into the inventory development work.  Presentations would include 1) current uses of GIS by individual states, 2) technical presentations of GIS in inventory applications and new GIS tools being developed at the regional level, i.e. WRAP EDMS, WESTAR increment tracking, ConCEPT emissions model, and 3) panel discussions exploring ways states can take advantage of these new regional tools for state-specific applications. 

The recommendation was made that this should be presented at the spring business meeting.  Mary will incorporate into the workplan.

New co-chair:   John Coefield was nominated and accepted the nomination.

Workplan review:  Mary will revise and send out a draft based on input from the call

EPA CALPUFF settlement:  EPA must develop a guideline for CALPUFF including version control and EPA approval of subsequent versions.  EPA is also clarifying FLM discretion with this proposal.  Brock to draft WESTAR comments to EPA on this action to encourage EPA to be timely in reviewing improved versions of CALPUFF.

PM2.5 and the NEAP.  EPA is reluctant to do much with this—Gerry to draft a paragraph to address.

NEXT CALL:  Tuesday, March 23 at 2 pm MST, 1 pm PST.

 

