WESTAR Technical Committee Conference Call
Wednesday, October 27, 2004 at 2 pm MST (1pm PST)
 

Committee Members On Call

 

Brock LeBaron - UT Co-Chair

Mike Ragan - WA

Mary Uhl - NM

Mike Sundblom - NM

Mike Madson - HI

Steve Arnold - CO

Lori Campbell - NV

Gerry Guay - AK

Patrick Barickman - UT

Don Shepard - NPS

Bob Lebens - WESTAR

Jeff Gabler - WESTAR 

Dan Johnson - WESTAR 

Agenda:
1.) Fall Business Meeting Summary (Brock)

· Lots of discussion about the PSD reform initiative and trying to get consensus on recommendations to EPA in early 2005.

· Discussion of 103 vs. 105 funding issues for PM2.5 monitoring/review of National Monitoring Strategies:  Tech. Committee will form a small subgroup to draft recommendations to the WESTAR Council on this issue.  Mike Reagan and Gerry Guay will work on developing questions for a short state survey on the issue.

· Brock presented information about the committee’s accomplishments and future work, including the PM2.5 real-time monitoring conference and the ozone workgroup.  Council indicated that it is important to continue to send committee members to workshops and meetings on technical issues.

2.) PM2.5 workshop (Gerry, Jeff)

· Gerry has put together a draft agenda and proposed having the workshop in April.

· Many states thought the workshop would be beneficial.  Oregon will host the workshop.

· Dan Johnson mentioned a STAPPA presentation by EPA on PM2.5 monitoring program during wildfires that many WESTAR states are participating in, this is on the draft agenda.

· Jeff will coordinate and determine a date for the workshop.

3.) GIS Workgroup proposal (Patrick, Jeff)

· As a follow on to the successful workshop this fall, this workgroup would be formed to analyze opportunities for interstate collaboration on GIS initiatives, especially regional haze.

· Several workshop attendees are interested in joining the workgroup.  Patrick will lead the effort through periodic conference calls.

· The group will initially develop objectives and inventory state GIS projects and resources.  There may also be opportunity to share information on state initiatives.

4.) Ozone Subgroup (Mary, Steve) 

· Zach Parsons, (student intern) will be back for six weeks of work in Colorado this winter.  He and Steve will work more to catalog ozone episodes in the west to see if there are identifiable periods of interest.

· Christiana Figueroa (WA) has drafted a scope of work for a statistical analysis of western ozone episodes.

· A conference on ozone trends/climate change will be held Dec. 7 in Tucson.

· Dan Johnson mentioned a global conference on ozone that took place recently in London.  Peter Hess of BAAQMD attended and may have more information.

5.) WRAP Forum Reports (Brock, Mary, Steve)

· Modeling Forum:  MM5 report has been sent out to states, RPOs and EPA for peer review.  There is currently discussion about shifting funds from the RMC to WESTAR for training in CY05.  The forum is working to improve documentation and reporting by shifting responsibility to a technical writer at CEP.  This only requires a shift in funding, not additional funds.

· EI Forum:  EDMS rollout/training took place in Boise last week.  Issues and utility problems were identified and Pechan (contractor) will address these.  States can get a user account to test out the EDMS, contact Lori Campbell at NV (loric@ndep.state.nv.us).

· Attribution of Haze workgroup:  Group has developed analyses/views for state use, narrowing down products of use to explain sources/regions and contributions.  Next meeting is in Las Vegas Nov. 16-18.  Draft report from group should be out in December 2004 or January 2005.

Next call is December 1 at 2 pm MDT/1 pm PDT.

