WESTAR Technical Committee Conference Call
Wednesday, January 26 2005 2:00 PM MST
 

Committee Members On Call

 

Brock LeBaron - Utah Co-chair

John Coefield - MT Co-chair

Bob Lebens – WESTAR

Jeff Gabler – WESTAR

Mike Ragan – WA

Allen Newman – WA

Alan Schuler – AK

Patrick Barickman – UT

Mary Uhl - NM

Mike George - NPS

Ken Rairigh - WY

Phil Allen - OR

Carol Nielsen _ UT

Marianne Rossio – HI

Agenda:

1.) Notices of upcoming meetings, rules, etc

· Attribution of Haze Phase I report (Brock)

The draft is out on WRAP website. Comment by Feb 11

· EPA EBAM smoke monitoring workshop (John)

Going on in Nevada this week.  Real time forest fire smoke project.

· Staff report on PM criteria document (Bob L)

2nd draft is due out by January 31(court ordered date).  It will address both fine and coarse PM.  Final draft due June 30.  New rules for PM NAAQS proposed by Sep 20.  NAAQS to be promulgated by Sep 2006.

· PM2.5 Continuous monitoring workshop (John)


April 23 and 24 in Portland at Oregon DEQ (Thanks Phil Allen!!).  Brochure is out.

· EPA NO2 increment rule (Bob L)


New NO2 increment rule due out Feb 15.  Critical loads.  Final rule promulgation Feb 06

2.) Committee travel re-imbursement issues (Brock)

· Travel funds will be used to meet committee and Air Directors priorities.  Equitable use of funds will be considered.  Alan Schuler was asked to go back to his management and see if they will contribute part of travel to RSL modeler’s conference in June.  Committee will likely help out with balance.

 3.) PSD Technical issues – STAAPA feedback (Mary U)

· Mary reported on PSD workgroup recommendations.  STAAPA is very wary of periodic review issue.  Plan is to get Air Director’s concurrence after STAAPA comments and send to EPA.  Brock asked if our committee was likely to be tasked for any analysis on the recommendations and Mary said not until after they were sent to EPA.  She expects there will be a group formed to work on details then.  There is also still a “new framework” group meeting that is tasked with Out-of-the-Box thinking about how to revamp the PSD program.

4.) NOx increment credits (Alan S)

· Alaska has been having discussions with Region X about appropriate use of NOX modeling methods to determine NO2 increment expansion where emissions of NOx have been reduced.  Region X is resisting the use of models with OLM or ARM estimates for credits and wants a different type of analysis (photo-chemical?).  Utah and New Mexico report using ISC in these cases with no argument.  Other states have not addressed the issue.  Alan will continue to pursue.

5.) Spring Technical Conference (Bob L)

· The conference will be on Regional Haze BART, attribution of Haze retrofit control decisions.  Possibly this May.  Email comments to Bob.

6.) PM 2.5 continuous monitoring workshop and survey (John C)

· Workshop planning on track and brochure is out.  Gerry Guay and Mike Ragan are working on a survey of state comments on EPA monitoring policy.

7.) Ozone workgroup report (Mary U)

· The group is waiting for Colorado to issue the Phase II report on Ozone in the Rural West.  The Workgroup plans to seek approval and funds from the air directors to contract additional analysis of the high ozone episodes that have been identified in the report.

8.) GIS workgroup report (Patrick B)

· The work group will be sending a request to WESTAR states for participation in an on-line survey of GIS use and is requesting assistance from committee to review the contact list for their state.

9.) Wrap Forum reports (Brock, Mary)

· Modeling Forum. The MM5 runs are being re-done after a peer review of last effort.  Initial 2002 base year modeling runs are available.  A comparison of CMAQ versus CAMX speciated apportionment methods and results is being made to validate the TSSA analysis used in the Attribution of Haze report.  2005-6 work plan for Regional Modeling Center will be reviewed by TOC in S.F. this March. (Modeling Forum will be meeting just before that)

· Monitoring Forum  (Brock) Back trajectory analysis will be discussed at upcoming Denver meeting.  Remember to comment on Attribution of Haze report by Feb 11.

· Other forums see agenda handout. (Attached)

Next call set for March 2 at 3 PM MST (note that this is a change from the regularly scheduled call time)

Forums’ Status Report for TOC – January 13, 2004PRIVATE 

Air Quality Modeling – The next MF call is Tuesday January 18 at 200 PM Mountain   The RMC is completing an Interim Report covering March through September 2004 project activities; to be ready in February. The MF Co-Chairs, RMC team and Tom are working on the 2005-06 RMC work plan over the next couple of weeks.  The MF is planning meet on March 8-9 before the Planning Team meeting.

Ambient Monitoring & Reporting – CoHA project team had a call with Marc Pitchford and Lee Alter, and Tom to scope out 2005-06 tasks.  Initial [first half of 2005] tasks will focus comparing 2002 meteorology with the other 4 years of the 2000-04 regional haze baseline monitoring period, and to develop air quality trends reports for the 30-odd IMPROVE sites with long (greater than 10 years) data records.  After Summer 2005, the CoHA project will provide additional analyses in support of the Phase 2 AoH project, and transition to a maintenance mode with periodic updates, by the end of 2006.  AMRF is planning an open workshop on Visibility Monitoring Data for all RPOs on June 9-10 in Denver to review Natural Haze Levels Sensitivity Analyses work by Ivar Tombach and review of IMPROVE light extinction equation.

Attribution of Haze – Draft AoH report http://wrapair.org/forums/aoh/ars1/report.html released on WRAP website on 12/23.  Comment period extended from 1/20 to 2/11.  Final Phase 1 report will be finished by March 1.  No additional in-person meetings of the workgroup are planned before the start of the AoH Phase 2 project in mid-2005.

Dust Emissions – Fine Fraction project underway.  Causes of Dust Haze in the WRAP Region (DRI) is to report on status on next Forum monthly call (January 25).  Windblown Dust Emissions Model (Regional Modeling Center) is completing final report.  Evaluation and Implementation of a Dust Definition for the WRAP project was re-bid to seek additional proposals.  DEJF is planning large dust workshop in early May 2005.  

Emissions – EDMS version 1.0 2002 WRAP region EI on-line 1/12 http://wrapedms.org/default_login.asp.  Testing and additional data will continue.  EF workgroup is reviewing continuing to round out scope of work with ENVIRON (Sierra Research as sub) to update on-road and nonroad mobile source EIs for the WRAP region; products to start appearing in EDMS in April.  Next EF meeting is planned for San Diego January 26-27.

Fire Emissions – Next meeting in SLC February 23-24.  Deliverables from the Phase 2 fire EIs (final actual 2002 EI) project deliverables are delayed until February, including loading the EI into the EDMS.  Draft final Phase 3 and 4 [2000-04 baseline and 2018 projection planning EIs] scope of work under revision, seeking ETT review and approval next week.  .

Stationary Sources – Next SSJF meeting in SLC February 23-24.  ERG/ENVIRON selected for Point and Area Source Emissions project, addressing verification/improvement of point source emissions data (3/05), analyzes/builds regional oil/gas emissions inventory (3/05), projects point/area emissions to 2018 base case emissions inventory (5/05), and analyzes control technology options, and provides 2018 emissions inventories for control strategy scenarios (Summer 2005).

Tribal Data Development – Next meeting at Lake Tahoe January 19-20.  The workgroup will review ongoing projects and address planning workgroup projects and activities for 2005-06.  Tribal point EI project by ITEP has draft scope of work prepared and out for review.  There are 8-10 tribes with combinations of tribal- and federally-permitted point sources that need assistance with preparing current/complete EIs representing 2002 for their point sources.  Remaining tribes with point sources in WRAP region are Title V and federally-permitted; they have good 2002 emissions estimates which can be used without significant additional effort.    

