
WESTAR Sources Committee Monthly Conference Call 

Participants: Clint Farr - Alaska, Mike Silverstein - Colorado, Michael Madsen - Hawaii, Dave Klemp - Montana, Steve Dubyk - New Mexico, Pat Vernon - Oregon, Regg Olsen - Utah, Bernie Dailey & Darla Potter - Wyoming, Kirsten King - F&WS, Bob Lebens & Dan Johnson - WESTAR

Date:  May 23, 2001

The meeting began at approximately 11:00 am mountain time and the committee discussed the items below.  Before the discussion began Dan Johnson mentioned that the minutes from our meetings can be placed on the Stationary Source Committee Web-site at www.westar.org/emissions.html.

I.
Overview of Business Meeting


Regg gave an overview of his presentation to the WESTAR Council.  The Sources Committee has an overall budget of $25,500 to spend on the committee's activities.  The committee has $11,400 to spend on its business which will consist of monthly conference calls and an annual meeting of the members.  The project workgroups have a budget of $12,600 for monthly conference calls and 2 meetings of the members.  There is also $1500 available for one co-chair to travel to the Fall and Spring Business meeting. 

II.
Committee Projects Discussion


There was a general discussion of the three projects the Committee has proposed to deal with.  The three projects are power generation, confined animal feeding operations (CAFO), and RACT/BACT/LAER Clearinghouse improvements.  The purpose of the discussion was to try to identify the specific issues for each project the workgroup would take on.


A.
Power Generation 



Power generation is the hottest of the three projects the Committee is attempting to deal with.  The State Air Directors also feel that this is a timely issue for the Committee to address.  The discussion was centered around how states are dealing with energy-related permitting activities and how information can be shared by the member states.  The Committee decided that the workgroup, when it was formed, would serve to compile information such as names, procedures, determinations, or problems with this issue and share it with the member states.  Specific issues and workplans for this group will be decided later.

B.
CAFO



The Committee discussed that STAPPA ALAPCO has just recently formed an Agricultural Committee to discuss this issue.  Currently STAPPA ALAPCO is trying to compile a list of where to get information on CAFOs and where to find Best Management Practices (BMP) to address emissions and odors.  They are also compiling information on which states are limited in their ability to regulate agricultural operations.  States are encouraged to submit this information to STAPPA ALAPCO.



The Committee also discussed the predominant concerns about CAFOs, which was odor and fugitive dust from stockyards.  Most states don't have specific odor rules to address this concern but some do.  The workgroup for this project would need to determine if the needs of the member states are addressed by STAPPA ALAPCO and if not, what could be done to address these needs.  The Committee decided that the workgroup, when it was formed would compile information on such things as BMPs and share this with the member states.


C.
RACT/BACT/LAER Clearinghouse Improvements


The Committee discussed how it could take on a role to improve the Clearinghouse.  The Committee needs to figure out what the problems are with the Clearinghouse with respect to issues of importance to the western states.  Apparently the Clearinghouse is out of date with respect to current projects in the west, such as energy-related permitting.  The Committee also discussed that maybe we could all review common areas of the Clearinghouse to identify problems and document areas of improvement with the energy-related sources as a starting point.

III.
Project Workgroups


There was quite a bit of discussion on how to form workgroups to deal with these projects.  The Committee is pretty much free to form the workgroups however it feels is appropriate as long as they function within the constraints of the workplan and budget.  It was suggested that the Committee look at folks with expertise in the area of concern and select individuals who might be faced with the problems currently and would therefore be motivated to fix it.  When forming a workgroup the Committee need to clearly define the task to be accomplished, the product to be delivered, and the timeframes to operate under.  It was also determined that someone from the Committee would need to serve as chair of the workgroup.


While the workgroups weren't formed at this time, Committee members were assigned to identify the task required of the workgroup.  These tasks would then be submitted to the Committee for review and comment.  In the meantime, Committee members should be thinking of which staff will be on which workgroup.  The Committee members responsible for identifying the tasks for a project are defined below.

Energy - Mike Silverstein and Bernie Dailey

CAFO - Steve Dubyk and Michael Madsen

RBLC - Mike Silverstein and Bernie Dailey (only as it relates to Energy)

IV.
Other Business


There will be a Council conference call next week.  Committee members need to ask their boss if they would like to be a liason to the Council.  If so, it should be brought up at this conference call.  See Dan Johnson for the specifics.

V.
Next Conference Call


Wednesday, June 27th, 11:00 am mountain time (Mike will send a reminder)

