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Issue/action:  The workgroup will compile information and identify issues about current activities in the area of energy-related emission sources.

Discussion:  Many western states are considering or implementing the expedited permitting of energy exploration, production, and generating facilities.  Information sharing between WESTAR States on current BACT/MACT reviews and other issues with permitting these types of facilities will both aid in expediting permit decisions and protecting the environment. What approaches can be used to expedite permitting decisions while ensuring that the decisions protect against significant air quality impacts?

 Product/outcome:  The initial product of the workgroup will be to compile information about the amount and types of permitting currently underway in the western states.  This will focus on power-generating facilities at first, and then include energy exploration and production later on.   The initial product will compile information to facilitate discussions between states permitting similar facilities.  Permitting issues and processes will be explored and the resulting actual/potential emissions documented.  

The workgroup will serve as a forum for the sharing of information about energy-related permitting activities amongst states, helping WESTAR take the lead, where appropriate, for achieving policy change, and developing guidance documents and information.  The workgroup will document how states are dealing with energy-related permitting activities and how information can be shared by the member states.  The workgroup will serve to compile information such as names, procedures, determinations, or problems.

