Notes from WESTAR Source Committee Meeting, November 28, 2001

Attendees: Mike Silverstein, CO; Steve Dubyk, NM; Vicki Walsh, MT; Bob Lebens, Dan Johnson, Jeff Gabler, WESTAR; Clint Farr, AK; John Walls, AZ; Kyrk Rombough, SD; Bob Saunders, WA; Darla Potter, WY; Don Sheperd, NPS

1.  Note taker:  New Mexico 

2.  Review of minutes from the October call - no comments, minutes approved

3.  Solicitation of new topic(s) for Committee's Work Plan - Bob Lebens discussed this with the WESTAR Board of Directors.  He was asked to have the Source Committee members review the issues discussed in the Western Governor's letter in order to determine which issues are critical to them.  This letter will be posted on the WESTAR web site and comments from the Committee are due by the end of January 2002.  The WESTAR mission and work plan will then be submitted to EPA with a general description of proposed activities.  

4.  Update on Energy Workgroup Activities - Mike is now chairing the workgroup and compiling information submitted by the states; about half of the states have submitted information concerning proposed power plant construction in the western states.  Mike will provide a draft of the compiled information by January for Committee comments; comments must be received by February and will be finalized.  Please send any edits and new information to Mike.

Bob Saunders (WA) mentioned that permitting activities for power plants in his state appears to have leveled off; Vicki Walsh (MT) noted that there has been a slight increase in these activities in Montana. 

5.  Update on CAFOs Activities - Bob Saunders (WA) conducted a conference call with Mike Madsen (HI) and Steve Dubyk (NM) of the CAFO Source Committee.  The CAFO Committee came up with the idea of developing a short survey and submitting it to the other Committee members to determine 1) if members were interested in sharing information about CAFOs, 2) how much additional work should be done on the subject, and 3) what topics were of the greatest interest to committee members.  If sufficient interest was shown, conference calls on CAFOs would be scheduled.  An initial conference call would address problems of concern in each state, what information would be helpful in addressing problems, and any regulatory initiatives to address CAFO problems that have been developed in their states.  Additional calls would then be scheduled to include issues such as dust, odors, emission factors, technical problems, permitting, enforcement, control measures and their effectiveness, and industry response.  Another issue involves burning of manure-generated methane for power and heat, permitting of these generators, and other possible environmental consequences of doing this. 

Bob S. has asked WESTAR about their capabilities to post electronic surveys on their web site.  It was mentioned that STAPPA/ALAPCO had done a CAFO survey, as has Ag/Air, and that the WESTAR CAFO group may be able to distill information from existing surveys.  Therefore, the CAFO group will review existing surveys to make sure any new survey is not redundant.  Jeff Gabler mentioned that WESTAR had co-sponsored a CAFO conference a year or so ago and had very good response, and that there was a placeholder (topic yet to be identified) conference that was scheduled for fall of 2002; CAFOs could be a potential topic.

6.  Update on BACT/LAER Activities - Darla Potter (WY) that no new work has been performed since the last call.  However, an email was sent out November 27 to inform Committee members that the RACT/BACT/LAER Clearinghouse (RBLC) Public Workshop will take place in San Francisco on January 9, 2002.  A pre-registration form and an agenda were included with the email.  The Source Committee will discuss the outcome of this workshop during the January telephone conference. 

7.  Update on WRAP/WESTAR Interface - Dan Johnson (WESTAR) was informed that they would hire a full time person to support the states in regional haze forums.  This person will act as a conduit for information to the committees as to what is happening with this issue, and what needs to be addressed in the WRAP.  They are currently recruiting and expect to have the position filled by the end of January. 

8.  Other business - Jeff Gabler (WESTAR) mentioned that resources have been set aside so that the Source Committee can put on a workshop during the fall of 2002.  He would like to have recommendations for topics/agendas from the Committee members. 

Next Call:  January 23, 2002

