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Agenda Item 2.  Minutes for Conference Call of August 22, 2001.

Summary was approved with no changes.

Agenda Item 3.  Overview of Off-Road Diesel Issues by John Kowalczyk  

The presentation dealt with the future promulgation of rules by EPA for controlling the oxides of nitrogen (NOx) and particulate emissions from non-road diesel engines used in farming, road construction, and mining. EPA is proposing a 50% reduction in NOx and a  70% reduction in particulates by 2007. This would be accomplished by requiring changes in the formulation of diesel fuel and that the engines meet the 2006 Tier 3 standards requiring the addition of an EGR system and a NOx catalytic converter. The changes in the formulation of diesel fuel are necessary to lower the sulfur content from the 3000ppm currently used in non-road engines to a level that will not deactivate the Nox catalyst required in Tier 3 standards. 

EPA assembled a workgroup to start reviewing emissions controls for non-road engines in October 2000. However, a change in EPA administration believed that they would be unable to address non-road engine rules for 3 years. Objections about the delay from the oil industry and engine manufacturers caused the EPA to advance the timetable on this issue by announcing the release of a white paper on non-road emissions control by the end of the year. The workgroup was surprised by the EPA announcement, as they were not informed of this action. The workgroup has summarized what they had done and provided it to the EPA for inclusion in the white paper.

Some of the off-road diesel issues that need to be taken in to consideration:

· STAPPA-ALAPCO’s position that off-road engines and fuels should meet the same requirements as on-road.

· Oil Industry’s request to delay rule implementation until 2010 to allow for the use of the surplus of high sulfur diesel fuels.

· Engine Manufacturer’s request to delay rules implementation to develop emission control technologies like sensors to check diesel fuel composition to prevent damage to emissions control equipment.

· Slow turn over of off-road fleets.

· Use of after-treatment technologies.

· Use of retrofit technologies.

Agenda Item 4.  Report of Energy Workgroup Activities by Pat Vernon 

The Energy Workgroup has developed a matrix of State’s energy projects that better defines the project and its permitting. The matrix was provided to committee members for review and comment. 

Pat Vernon had ask for input from the committee on requesting information on the “24hr emissions in tons” in the matrix and how critical this information was to the project. The general consensus of the committee was that the emissions information was important, but it was more important for States to provide the basic information on energy projects and that if this information was not readily available when filling in the matrix that it could be added later. Mike Silverstein asked Pat Vernon to modify the matrix format to include both tons per day and pounds per million BTU. There was also some discussion on including information on any limits on emissions.               

Pat Vernon had asked for input from the committee on the number of States that would need to provide information for the matrix for it to be considered an adequate product. Mike Silverstein said that he had told the Air Director at the WESTAR Fall Business Meeting that for the matrix to be a useful tool all States needed to provide energy project information. The Air Directors said they would support the committee in gathering the information. Regg Olsen will email to the committee members an updated version of the matrix and urge them to get it completed, information on emissions can be provided now or later.

Agenda Item 5.  Report on the on-going BACT/LAER efforts by Bernie Dailey

EPA was contacted about having a BACT workshop in conjunction with WESTAR. EPA stated that they were not interested and that there was already a workshop scheduled at a later date in Sacramento, California. The committee would ask WESTAR to write a letter to the EPA to discuss the workshop to be held in Sacramento and inform them that if that workshop did not meet our needs that the EPA should look at adjusting their schedule. Mr. Dailey said that the EPA did say that the Denver, Colorado workshop was not as productive as the other workshops were and the EPA would work with WESTAR to make the meeting more productive. Mike Silverstein said that the Air Directors wanted the committee to inquire if the information being entered into the BACT/LAER Clearinghouse was correct and was it being entered correctly. 

Agenda Item 6.  “What are we going to do about CAFOs?” by Bob Saunders

Mr. Saunders will be putting together an agenda for an upcoming conference call with WESTAR States to discuss a format for information sharing and what is happening in each State in regards to CAFOs.  Mr. Saunders will schedule a conference call through WESTAR and email each committee member the pertinent information about the call, so that it can be forwarded to the proper persons. 

Agenda Item 7.  Brief update on other groups:

Stappa Permitting Committee by Regg Olsen

EPA is soliciting public comment on local Title Five Programs.  EPA is reviewing the comments to see how State programs are performing and determining if Notice of Deficiencies need to be issued to States that are not performing at the prescribed levels. EPA should be completing the review within the next couple of months. 

NSR 90-Day Review: EPA has all comments, but has not released anything. The comments are being reviewed in the context of current legislation in Congress.

A question was asked concerning whether STAPPA had taken a position on the multi-pollutant bill. Regg Olsen said it would be on STAPPA website if they had, he would check and let members know by email.

STAPPA Agriculture Committee by Bob Saunders

STAPPA’s questionnaire to Air Directors concerning Agriculture – Air Quality Issues must be returned by October 18, 2001. WESTAR is urging all Air Directors to complete and return the questionnaire.

WRAP has drafted a letter to the U.S. Agriculture Committee stating a need for more data on particulates from agriculture burning for Regional Haze.

The U.S. Agriculture Committee is conducting an emissions factor survey, this is a hot topic for CAFO emissions. The Texas Agriculture Department is questioning the accuracy of the emissions factor for CAFOs recommended by the EPA. 

STAPPA Energy Committee 

No update, last conference call was missed.

STAPPA Mobile Sources Committee

No update, need to find someone on committee to give update.

Agenda Item 8.  Update on WESTAR Fall Business Meeting by Mike Silverstein

Air Directors were updated on the WESTAR Sources Committee Website.

National Park Service would like to be involved in our Energy (Power Generation) Project.

Air Directors wants the Sources Committee to not limit its focus to just permitting and stationary sources, but should also keep current on mobile and other sources.

In regards to PSD/NSR Reforms, the multi-pollutant bill is generating lots of questions. The bill provides lots of support for expanded power generation with limited review for SO2, Mercury, and Nox. The bill would basically eliminate new source review as long as the PSD showed less emissions.

In regards to Regional Haze/WRAP/SIP Development, Air Directors are concerned about the impact on budget and resources, only have two to three years to determine if 308 or 309 haze state and develop the budget and resources needed.

Air Directors were discussing WESTAR committees’ effectiveness and that WESTAR role in policy making was in a state of flux.

Air Directors want WESTAR committees to look at issues on the horizon and bring it to their attention. Also to keep the Air Directors advised to what going on in the committees.     

Next Call, October 24, 2001

Potential agenda items:

Update on WESTAR and WRAP Interface (Dan Johnson)

Report on CAFOs / Agenda (Bob Saunders)

