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NSR Comment Period: Regg covered the NSR review that EPA is undertaking at this time, referring to the WGA letter responding to the EPA's request for comments.  Wanted to make sure the western states are properly represented. 

Is this something WESTAR should take on, or has the Western Governors’ response sufficient. 

Dan noted that some western states took exception to STAPPA/ALAPCO comments.  Proposed written comments should be available today from that group.  It was proposed this group review the STAPPA/ALAPCO comments and ask them to incorporate comments from western states. 

Mike Silverstein, Dave Klemp, Pat Vernon and Regg agreed that Dan's suggestion is a good one.  Perhaps, Dan suggested, the best route is to communicate with each other on our comments back to STAPPA/ALAPCO rather than try to do a WESTAR generated combined response.  STAPPA's letter should be posted on their website by 3 EST today. 

Regg summarized the procedure.  Dan spoke a bit about the past process and how it might be improved in the future and solicited suggestions from the committee. 

Regional Haze BART Rule: The guidance was published in the federal register last Friday.  September 18 is the deadline for comments.  Do we want to establish a work group to review the guidance and make recommendations? 

Mike Silverstein indicated that there was not a lot of interest to tackle this issue on the last call.   Dave Klemp echoed that this committee may get spread too thin and as a state he is more interested in other things.  Perhaps another committee may be more appropriate to deal with it. 

Consensus to leave this one alone – The Sources Committee will not take a look at this and make comments. 

Cheryl suggested that we ask the Planning Committee to do it.  That committee co-chairs have a conference call later this afternoon and Dan will bring this issue up at that time.

If we had decided to do this, Dan would have to take it up with the Directors to make sure they were willing to commit our time on it.  

Advanced Permitting Workshop:  Jeff Gabler This year the training committee has recommended that the Sources Committee conduct a workshop or training course on the topics we feel are important.  Funds are available.  Soliciting interest in same.  

Mike Silverstein indicated an annual training on permitting would be good.  Suggestion would be to have Gary McCutchen who used to be with EPA, on the agenda - advanced NSR.  Clarified what new training is being proposed.  Jeff indicated that he has heard energy could be topic.  

Dave - asked if we could take an existing WESTAR course and add to it to address the energy situation.  That would be of interest.   Different rules on PSD could be of interest. 

Regg - if we can find someone reputable in the industry they could talk about issues they are dealing with.  For example, someone from industry to talk about monitoring issues.   

Bernie - cringes when he hears the words "state resources" because he doesn’t have any left.  It is difficult to commit any resources to anything else.  Regg agreed that is a common problem so we should be cautious about what we are asking from the states. 

Energy source permitting idea - a workshop on what states are doing.  Can that be our project?   Isn't this a good fit for the workgroup.  The question was directed to Pat and she indicated that the workgroup could potentially do it but needs direction from the whole committee on how to proceed.  Regg agreed that we don't want to create more work for people.  

Jeff asked if the energy workgroup could do the workshop in conjunction with their face-to-face meeting.  Pat indicated that the group isn't really formed yet and it is good to be open to ideas. 

Formation of Energy Workgroup:
Additional persons on the phone to do the energy project: 

Utah - Rusty Ruby

Montana - Dan Walsh 

Oregon - Pat Vernon 

Chad Schlichtemeier - Wyoming 

Eric Massey - Arizona 

Dave Ouimette - Colorado 

Bob Lebens - WESTAR

Mike Silverstein - Colorado

The mission statement is posted on the WESTAR website.   

Group suggested this work effort be part of the normal conference call.  Since this is not the only project the sources committee will be doing.  It will be important for the energy workgroup to do their work separately and report back to the full committee.  Pat indicated she would get with the energy workgroup but needs names not included here, e-mails and phone numbers of interested persons as soon as possible.  Dan suggested that states that weren’t on the call be contacted to see if they would like to have someone on the workgroup.

New Business:  

Dan Johnson: 

Shared that since our charge includes mobile sources, there will be a STAPPa/ALAPCO call to talk about EPA recommendations. Conference call will be July 30, 1-800-321-7001, #833257, 1:00 EST

BACT/LAER clearinghouse and need for improvements.  EPA is holding a series of workshops where they are getting input on the very issue this committee is charged with doing.  One was recently held in Denver, one is scheduled August 22 in Chicago.  A fourth is contemplated this fall.

Perhaps we should provide input.  Is anyone taking the lead?  Bernie indicated he went to the Denver workshop.  EPA presented and asked for suggestions.  There was limited discussion.  About 20 attendees.  

Bernie volunteered to lead on this issue and will be on the agenda next conference call. 

NEXT CALL, FOURTH WED IN AUGUST

