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Agenda Item 1.  Minutes were approved with no changes
Tom Bachman, will be a member on Sources Committee representing North Dakota. 

Agenda Item 2.  Dana Mount, drafted section on regional haze BART, and presented an overview of the rule 

EPA promulgated haze rule, July 1, 1999, Section 308(e) has BART requirements for regional haze.  Preamble promises guidelines for implementing BART.  Jan. 2001 was first rendition of the guidelines.  Under new administration, nothing happened until May when Gov. Whitman said EPA would go ahead with the draft, after completion of an energy impact analysis (required of any new rule).   June 22, released a revised set of guidelines.  

Reasonably attributable BART was part of original 1980 visibility rule. 

When published in Fed Register, there will be a 60 day comment period and two public hearings (Chicago, D.C.).  Dana's review of each draft - only change relates to review of energy impact.  Essentially same as Clinton Administration had it.  

Pages 3-35 explain the rules and explain administrative issues such as environmental justice, energy impact etc.  There are two specific revisions in the rule listed in pgs. 36 and 38.  

There are seven sections in the guidelines: 

1. Introduction and Overview 

2. Identification of BART eligible sources 

3. Identification of sources subject to BART 

4. How to do engineering analysis 

5. Cumulative Air Quality Analysis 

6. Emission limits 

7. Emission trading program overview

EPA asking for comment on entire guideline and package.  There are sixteen places where they specifically request comment from individuals.  One of the big issues is for SO2 emissions from utility boilers.  EPA is setting a presumptive 90-95% removal.  This is the only source category and pollutant with presumptive standards. 

A lot of people don't want the presumptive numbers, would rather see analysis requirements. 

These guidelines shall be used for all source categories. 


General need for comment on this. 

Regulatory language for reasonably attributable BART.  Originally, if a utility boiler source meets new source performance standards, that equals BART.  Control technology has improved greatly since then so EPA revising the rule for RA BART that higher efficiency controls must be looked at - 90-95%, can't use new source performance standards anymore.

?     What is the timing?

A.   308 states required to demonstrate that the state is a member of WRAP or like organization, required to submit a small SIP that says you are a member of a regional planning organization and list BART eligible sources in the state.  By 2008, as part of the SIP, submit what is BART for all BART sources in the state. 

Five years after EPA approves SIP, BART must be installed and operational.  An alternative emission-trading program may be implemented and there is more time to implement (2018). 

?    If we have 2004 to identify BART sources, do they go beyond SO2 sources? 

A    For a 308 state, it would be a BART source emitting a visibility impairing particulate 

?     If the above is true and a 208 SIP is not required until 2008, how do we know if BART sources influence a class I area?

A. Section 5 of the guidelines briefly discusses this.  All BART sources in state are put together and modeled.  If they have a substantial or significant impact no source can get out of BART.

?    If a 309 state does modeling analysis and points to a 308 state as contributor, does that supercede any 2004 analysis?

A. Doesn't think so.  308 state would have to install BART on identified sources.  This should take care of the 309 states around it. 

Need to work with the FLM managers on issues that are related. 

?    Standard proposed for utility boilers of 750 mw and they want to expand it? 

A. BART guidelines had to be used for these sources, but for all other sources, they were just guidelines.  The proposal now says all BART determinations that are required must be made pursuant to the guidelines, in other words, for every BART source (thanks for asking the question, I missed this point above).

Dana's recommendation to the committee is to form a workgroup to determine if there should be comments from WESTAR on the guidelines.  There ought to be some commonality among the states. 

Bob agreed to be the central contact for comments.  Mike indicated that there might be other groups in a better position to prepare the comments. 

Bob indicated that the regional haze committee no longer exists.  

In terms of a work group through the sources committee, should this be a work project?  It was decided that there would be further discussion and information sharing at the next conference call.  Expect a recommendation from each participant as to the need for a WESTAR comment to the rule.  

Agenda Item 3.  Bob Lebens - Reasonably Attributable BART

As a result of negotiations within WRAP Market Trading Forum there was a concern raised by source stakeholders that if they bought into the training programs they did not want to have to go back and install additional controls because of FLM.  The states in the annex agreed to prepare a guidance to lay out a process for making an attribution decision after the land managers determine that there is Class I impact. 

WESTAR identified and compiled case studies to be forwarded to WRAP.  This will be posted on the website.  Northern air managers were looking for a recommended process for states and tribes in the event they have a situation where a land manager certifies impairment.  Phase II of the project will be to pull together a group of people with appropriate expertise to try and lay out some parameters to use in making attribution decisions and identifying techniques for characterizing attributions. 

?   In Nov. the Market Training Forum got the RA BART proposal from Fish and Wildlife, had WESTAR looked at that? 

A. Bob is not familiar with this document.

Agenda Item 4.  Review of Project Outline for Sources Committee

Document proposals made and what are their impact in terms of emissions.  To improve on tables already started.  The workgroup would focus on permitting issues so that permitting can be done more efficiently and issues resolved.  

What is going on in Mexico may have influence on the Class I areas.  WRAP apparently is documenting this and could be added to our workgroup's work. 

Mike will edit the project outline and post on web page. 

Agenda Item 5.  Formation of Energy Workgroup

Go back to see who are the experts and schedule a conference call.  Pat Vernon, OR, volunteered to chair. Dan Walsh, MT will be involved.  Hope to have CA and AZ involved.  States should have the names at the next call, and the workgroup participants should be on that next call.

Pat Vernon indicated that while the information provided in the project would be interesting, that perhaps the project should focus on issues that were of national importance and needed to be carried forward by

WESTAR.  She offered to chair the workgroup with the understanding of the committee that she has reticence about the project.

Agenda Item 6.  STAPPA Enhanced Vapor Recovery Workgroup 

At the pump vapor recovery, hydrocarbons.  Should we participate in the workgroup?  The use of ethanol seems to have some permeability problems; looks like right out of the hoses.  Might be important to look at.  

There was not interest in participating in this workgroup.  If the issue is broader than gas stations, we may want to reconsider.  Individual states are always free to participate as they wish. 

Agenda Item 7.  Other issues 

Jeff from WESTAR.  We have a placeholder for an advanced permitting workshop, funding is available for a workshop in an area that the committee might deem appropriate.  May want to think about it - to put on before March of next year.  This will be put on next month's agenda for further discussion.   

NSR 90 day background paper was issued by EPA.  May want to look at this to see what needs to be tracked.  Can find it on the STAPPA/ALAPCO webpage. 

NEXT CALL IS JULY 25

