BACT/LAER Clearinghouse Issue
PROBLEM:  Information in the BACT/LAER Clearinghouse cannot be relied upon to be up‑to‑date, comprehensive, and accurate which results in states having to expend more resources and effort in making BACT/LAER decisions, and the potential for the poor decisions.

DISCUSSION:  Following discussion extracted in total from May 5, 2000 letter from STAPPA/ALAPCO supporting funding for the BACT/LAER Clearinghouse:

As the primary implementers of the Clean Air Act’s New Source Review permit program, state and local air pollution control agencies are responsible for making the BACT/LAER determinations for new or modified sources.  These determinations provide us with one of the most critical tools we need to protect air quality for the future – the ability to ensure that a source installs good controls during its initial construction or when it undertakes a major modification.

However, the process of identifying proper BACT/LAER determinations for individual source installations is labor intensive and can be the source of uncertainty and delay in the permit process.  A key component in the identification and installation of good controls is a robust BACT/LAER Clearinghouse, managed by EPA, with consistent entry of BACT/LAER determinations by trained staff, regular follow-up on entries and diligent quality control. Unfortunately, the current EPA Clearinghouse, which was established in the 1970s, falls short of these goals.  The Clearinghouse functions solely as a passive repository for BACT/LAER determinations entered by state and local permitting authorities; it does not have any personnel to follow up on BACT/LAER entries to ensure that they are timely or perform quality control.  In addition, the Clearinghouse does not offer any technical support to state or local permitting authorities.  If the Clearinghouse is to provide state and local permitting authorities with the

technological assistance they need, it must be a well-managed, user-friendly web site staffed by EPA personnel that will ensure that the BACT/LAER information is timely and quality-controlled.

PRODUCT: The WESTAR Sources Committee will prepare a report identifying the most critical issues related to the BACT/LAER Clearinghouse, and recommended solutions.

TIMELINE: ????????????????

