WESTAR Sources Committee

1.  
Purpose/Mission Statement

The charge of the Sources Committee is to identify and address issues related to the sources of air pollution.  This will be accomplished, among other ways, through:

1) 
Sharing of information amongst states;

2) 
Helping WESTAR take the lead, where appropriate, for achieving policy change; and

3) 
Developing guidance documents and information.

2.  
Scope of Sources Committee Responsibilities


The Sources Committee is responsible for all issues related to sources of air pollution, including:

· Point/stationary sources and source regulation, for example:

· New source review, BACT, PSD

· Title V permitting

· MACT, BART

· Power generation emissions

· Mobile source emissions, controls, and programs

· I/M programs

· Fuels programs

· Off-road vehicle emissions

· Conformity

· Re-entrained road dust/alternative deicers

· Area source emissions, controls, and programs, for example:

· Emissions from agricultural operations

· Fugitive dust

· Consumer products

· Land use and emissions

· Outdoor burning

In addition, the committee’s scope includes enforcement and compliance, emissions from foreign countries and tribal lands, pollution prevention, and environmental justice.

3.
Issues/actions considered and ranked by the Sources Committee


Members of the Sources Committee identified a total of 69 potential issues, many of which were duplicates or had common themes. A preliminary grouping produced 14 issues/actions that at least two members felt should be considered as priorities. They were:

· Confined Animal Feeding Operations (CAFO) issues 

· AQ impacts, health impacts, control measures

· Agricultural Best Management Practices (especially cattle feedlots)

· Energy related sources

· control technologies, permitting and BACT, emissions tracking

· portable diesel generators

· locomotives being used as generators

· coal fired power plants (112 (g) issues

· renewables and how we can encourage

· Border emissions (including tribal emissions)

· fugitive dust; communications on permits

· Heavy duty diesel emissions

· regional implementation

· test protocols

· BART guidance review

· Push for more national control measures

· aircraft, airports trains, off road engines, portable diesel generators

· PSD permitting issues

· FLM and state consistency; cumulative impact analysis

· BACT/LAER Clearinghouse improvements

· NSR Reform

· MACT issues

· case-by-case, 112(g); specific MACTs important to the west

· I/M issues

· phase-in of on-board diagnostics; OBD false failures

· Source emissions testing/CEMs

· methods need to be updated

· Emissions related to land use decisions

4.
Issues/actions recommended as priorities


Members of the Sources Committee ranked the 14 issues above, and recommend action on the following three issues:


Energy Related Emission sources

Issue/action:  Form a workgroup to compile information about and identify issues about current activities in the area of energy related emission sources.

Discussion:  Many western states are confronted with an energy crisis that is resulting in requests for expedited permitting of energy-generating facilities. What approaches can be used to expedite permitting decisions while ensuring that the decisions protect against significant air quality impacts?

Product/outcome: The initial product of the workgroup will be compiled information about the amount of permitting currently underway in the western states. An initial conference call will focus on the specific issues that, if addressed, would be most beneficial to WESTAR states.

CAFO Issues
Issue/action:  Establish a workgroup to share information about CAFO issues and actions being taken to address CAFO issues in states.

Discussion:  A number of western states are finding the confined animal feeding operations are becoming a significant issue. As urban boundaries expand further into traditional farmlands, states are hearing more and more from concerned citizens about odors, fugitive dust, and the health impacts from airborne pathogens. 

Product/outcome:  Initially, this workgroup will establish sources of and share information related to CAFOs. 

BACT/LAER Clearinghouse
Issue/action:  Establish a workgroup to identify needed updates to the BACT/LAER clearinghouse and press EPA to incorporate permit decisions into the clearinghouse on a more timely basis. If necessary, compile western permit decisions for use in the western states.

Discussion:  New source permits require state permitting staff to make BACT or LAER decisions. Objections to permit decisions are common when the state has based its BACT or LAER determination on outdated information. More timely updates to the clearinghouse are needed, especially where particulate matter emissions are important. 

Product/outcome:  The initial product of the workgroup will be compiled information about updates needed and deficiencies in the BACT/LAER clearinghouse. An initial conference call will focus on the specific issues that, if addressed, would be most beneficial to WESTAR states.

5.
Work Plan and Budget


Committee Objectives:

· Information Sharing: Provide a forum for information exchange on sources of air pollution emissions.

· Issue identification: Monitor activities of EPA, STAPPA, WRAP, and other entities involved in air quality management activities; identify issues of importance to Council members and recommend appropriate actions.

· Policy analysis: Evaluate issues of concern to western states and prepare briefing papers, policy analyses, and position papers for consideration by the WESTAR Council.

· Work plan and budget: Prepare a work plan annually for consideration by the Council and a budget to support the priority committee activities.

Work Items:

	Topic
	Date
	Activity 
	Product/outcome

	WESTAR Fall Business Meeting
	Fall, 2001
	Present Committee work plan and budget for consideration by the Council
	Presentation

	Communications
	Ongoing
	- Monthly committee conference calls;

-One face to face meeting
	- Meeting summaries; 

- Draft work plan and budget

	Workgroup activities
	June 2001
	Establish workgroups to address priority issues identified by Council
	- Workgroup charter(s)

- Workgroup products based on priorities approved by Council

	Activity tracking
	Ongoing
	Participate in and track the activities of STAPPA, WRAP, ECOS, and EPA; share information in conference calls
	Meeting summaries


Budget:

	Work Item
	Budget

	Communications

· 8 Committee conference calls at $300 per call

· 1 face to face meeting, 12 travelers, $750 each


	$2,400

9,000



	Workgroup activities

· 3 workgroups, 4 conference calls each at $300 per call

· 2 face to face workgroup meetings, 6 travelers each at $750


	$3,600

9,000

	Present work plan and budget at Fall Business meeting

· 2 travelers at $750


	$1,500

	Activity tracking


	N/C

	TOTAL BUDGET
	$23,500


