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August Conference Call Minutes

No comments, minutes approved

Update on the PSD Workgroup

There hasn’t been a chance to talk to Dave Klemp who is the workgroup lead.  There is an interest in having a conference or training session on increment tracking and 107 redesignation.  Also, information on issues presented in New Mexico will be posted on the internet.

Review of Discussions from the Fall Business Meeting

Significant Emission from Oil and Gas Development - Steve Arnold reported on Colorado’s finding that “flash tank” emissions from oil and gas fields are a huge source of reactive hydrocarbons.  He questioned whether other states were properly accounting for these emissions, and whether states are being consistent in their estimates.  Wyoming captures these emissions in the BACT analyses for permitting minor sources.  Darla Potter described the WY permitting process.  New Mexico is also investigating.  Region 8 is also researching the topic and is establishing a working group.  The emissions are VOCs but could also have a toxics componenet.

PSD Workgroup – Dave Klemp presented a proposal to partner with EPA on the 107 redesignation process.  A letter on redesignations has been developed to solicit EPA’s participation in developing criteria for 107 redesignations.  An October conference call will be held to finalize the letter.  The Council is to direct the Technical Committee to hold a specialty conference for developing increment tracking criteria and cumulative impact analyses.  

Review of Discussions from the Fall Technical Conference

The technical meeting covered regional haze issues and was held in Snowbird Utah on September 17 - 19, 2002.  The conference focused on the 309 SIP process and mostly planners attended.  Tom Moore is putting together a TSD for 309 SIPs for states to use.  Refinement of the SIP template are being made by Brian Finneran of WRAP.  A model rule and MOU for the backstop trading program is being developed by the WRAP which is due in early October. 

Other Business

FLMs are concerned that states are not doing a good job on cumulative increment analyses.  FLMs have developed the “FLAG” guidance – Federal Land Manager AQRV Working Group - to assure the standardization of permit applications.  States are concerned that the FLMs are using the guidance as regulation.  A meeting with EPA, states, and FLMs is to be scheduled for November to reach an agreement on implementing FLAG Terry O’Clair, Dan Olson, and Rick Sprott summarized concerns they share on how the FLMs are implementing FLAG guidance. They recommended a face to face meeting between air directors, FLMs, and EPA to share concerns and identify ways to address them. The Council agreed and directed staff to set up a conference call for further discussion.

Next conference call:  October 23, 2002

