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1. Montana agreed to take minutes.

2. Mehrdad Moghimi of Nevada was introduced as the new co-chair of the sources committee and would welcome suggestions anyone has to improve the calls.

3. March 2003 Conference Call Minutes:  No comments; minutes approved and will be placed on the WESTAR web site.

4. WESTAR Spring Business Meeting Overview.  Mike Silverstein gave an overview of the meeting in San Francisco.  It was a great meeting with a very nice location and a lot of good presentations.  Presentations were made by the Sources Committee which focused on NSR Reform, PSD Issues, and flash emissions.  All of the Sources Committee’s recommendations were approved by the Council.  Several EPA regions were also in attendance at the meeting and presented information in panel discussions.

Andy Ginsburg of Oregon mentioned that he would like the WESTAR Committees to track more closely with the STAPPA Committees.  His concern arose out the Utility MACT issue concerning western states.  We need to be more aware of the pressing issues and the Committee can rely on its liaison to raise issues to the Council at the Committee’s recommendation.  There are many committees to track and these are identified on the STAPPA web site.  We will discuss representation at the next meeting.

5. NSR Routine Maintenance, Repair, and Replacement (RMRR) Proposed Rule. Jim Schubach sat in for Regg Olsen and gave the Committee some background on RMRR and what STAPPA is doing.  Basically, the RMRR rule is an attempt by EPA to simplify and clarify the existing case-by-case determinations on what constitutes RMRR.  The two primary provisions of the RMRR rule are annual allowances and the equipment replacement provision.  WESTAR has started drafting a letter addressing four points of contention, which we discussed as a group.

The purpose of this discussion was to try and determine how we could help WESTAR draft this letter and provide any appropriate examples to emphasize certain points.  This letter would then be submitted to the Air Directors with a recommendation from the Committee on whether to send it.  The group tried to focus on what the 15 WESTAR states could agree on and realized that we didn’t have time to address every point, but rather the group discussed the most pertinent areas of the RMRR rule.

There was a lot of good discussion on this issue and it appeared most states agreed that RMRR should not result in an increase in potential emissions.  The letter prepared for the Air Directors should emphasize this.  It was also suggested that the letter mention that states are not comfortable with an allowance approach and EPA should look more closely at the capacity system approach.  At this point, the letter to the Air Directors is calling for a withdrawal of the current RMRR proposal rather than suggesting ways to change the proposal.

This discussion went on for some time and it was decided that any state wishing to submit comments must do so by Friday (425/03) noon at the latest.  Comments should be directed to Regg Olsen.

6. Comments on the PSD Redesignation Policy. Dave Klemp updated the group on the April 4th conference call.  During this conference call the draft policy was discussed and it became apparent that agreement on the policy was going to be very difficult to obtain.  It was determined that the best thing to do was to step back and try to identify the basic principles that applied to redesignation.  This was presented to the Council at the Spring Meeting and Dan Johnson will be checking with Bill Harnett to determine his availability for a meeting to discuss principles.  There will also be attendance at this meeting from WESTAR states.

In addition to the redesignation discussion, the April 4th call also discussed several questions that states have been asked to provide answers to.  Another survey will be sent to states by the end of April seeking a response.  This survey will also be sent to the Air Directors so they can ensure a response is received. 

7. Other Business.  None

8. Next Conference Call. Wednesday, May 28, 2003 at 11:00 MDT

