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September Conference Call Minutes:  No comments, minutes approved

1. Update on the PSD Workgroup - Dave Klemp

Dave K summarized the last few month’s activities of the PSD Workgroup. The group is trying to develop guidance for states to help develop easily approved redesignation requests. A July meeting in Denver between federal land managers (FLMs), Tribes, EPA and states developed recommendations for the WESTAR council.  The council at the WESTAR fall meeting approved the recommendations.  Issues included trimming the workgroup down to fewer states, having EPA representation from Regions 8, 9 and 10. There is no response from the regions yet. The EPA also has five concerns that need to be addressed that revolve around why states are redesignating, and what are the air quality impacts.  The concerns are available on the website (URL?). Dave K has a “straw man” guidance document in to Dan Johnson and, once back, will present it to the group for their review.  

The group had one teleconference since and plan one for the end of this month. It was suggested the PSD workgroup updates be a regular agenda item for the WESTAR sources committee teleconferences. 

2. Preview of FLAG Meeting to be held on Denver on 11/7/02 - Dan Johnson

Concerns with confusion deriving from different FLMs using differing criteria in permit review led to FLAG guidance.  Generally, air directors at the fall meeting were complimentary of the guidance. Now there are concerns the FLMs are looking at the recommendations within FLAG as hard and fast rules, automatically rejecting permits that cross FLAG recommended thresholds. FLMs, on the other hand, consider states deficient in assessing cumulative impacts on visibility.

Therefore, the air directors are recommending a face-to-face meeting with FLM air managers.  The meeting will occur November 7 in Denver.  WESTAR would like RSVPs from the air managers and suggest committee members remind their bosses to let WESTAR know if they plan to attend.  The meeting should last from 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM and will probably only accomplish agreement on next steps.

3. Flash Emissions from Oil/Gas Development - Mike Silverstein/Bob Lebens

Roy Doyle discussed flash emission issues in Colorado.  In the past, oil and gas condensate was reported as a capacity.  A year and a half ago, Colorado became aware of flash emissions, where as condensate leaves the separator, it goes into a tank and flashes VOCs due to a drop in pressures from separator to the tank.  They now report oil and gas condensate as a throughput.  This opens the possibility of fees.

So far they are estimating something around 2 bbls/day, which is about 3 to 5 tons/year.  They don’t know the average cubic feet per day.  The amount of condensate is going to vary from field to field and well to well.

The impact on VOC emission inventory is quite large, possibly putting Denver out of attainment with VOCs.  Colorado now has to think about sources and control levels.  This may impact smaller areas near oil and gas developments.  The condensates may not be photochemically reactive however.

The inventory was developed by working with industry and state oil and gas databases.  The full inventory will not be available until next spring. Colorado determined emission factors by testing wells around Greeley and the Western Slope.  So there are limited numbers to use.

Wyoming has found that new wells have larger VOC flash emissions than older wells.  Condensate emissions decline within the first year of well life.  Emissions are based on gas analysis.  For permitting, Wyoming allows drilling, followed by 30 days production.  After the 30 days, the state determines a decline curve.  If emissions at one year are expected to be greater than 40 tons/year, the producers must install a flare within 120 days.  This process reduces VOCs as well as some HAPs.  The highest VOC emissions for an individual well was around 500 tons/year. Materials available on http://deq.state.wy.us/.
Possibilities were discussed of establishing a WESTAR training course for flash emissions.  There will be questions as to how to define a facility, how to group tanks, etc.  There is also the consideration that a flash emission workgroup should be established.  Also there is a need to check in with the technical committee on this subject.

4.  Other Business

Dan Johnson asked participants if the Facility MACT planning had been a surprise.  Certain committees had been discussing this for 2 years and Dan felt members of the sources committee were caught off guard.  STAPPA’s  is going in a direction that may not be useful for the western states.

5. Next Call: November 27, 2002

