WESTAR SOURCES COMMITTEE

OCTOBER CONFERENCE CALL

October 27, 2004 3:00 pm MTN
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Note Taker:  Hawaii Volunteered
Brief Introduction of each participant

Review and Discuss Fall Business Meeting Update

•
The meeting was held in Wyoming where a brief update was given to the Air Directors on the sources committee.  Emphasis was made on trying to re-engage the committee.

•
There was good support to keep the committee going.
•
It was indicated that the primary work plan agenda for the sources committee is NSR Reform.
Review and Discuss NSR Reform
•
It sounds like states are in different degrees of implementing NSR Reform.  Some states are in the stages of implementing the new rules and others have not started. 
•
It was mentioned that SIP approved programs must have their rules changed by 2005 to incorporate the new NSR Reform guidelines.

•
There is some agreement that the sources committee should look into issues for evaluation and implementation of the NSR rules.

•
It was also stated that there may be some uncertainty in NSR Reform issues depending on results of the upcoming election. 

•
A survey to collect information from the states on what they have done regarding NSR Reform would be beneficial.  For the next conference call, a survey will be e-mailed with questions for source committee members to discuss with their Air Directors and answer.

Review and Discuss Committee Work Plan
•
The work plan is posted under sources committee at the WESTAR Website.

•
No additional changes to the work plan were proposed, however, other items to be considered should be brought up and anything relevant should be sent to the committee to be part of the agenda.     

Identify three committee members to track EPA, STAPPA, and WRAP activities related to

Section two (committee responsibilities) of work plan 

•
It was agreed that one person among committee members should attend monthly calls and report back with a summary on what was discussed instead of having all members attend.  If there was an interest among committee members regarding a given topic, then that person should attend the call on things to watch.  Topics of interest for discussion include:

1)
Mobile sources;


2)
Information from Title V Task Force – Don’t have active participant


3) 
Area Source MACT;


4)
Mercury MACT; and

5)
STAPPA/ALAPCO permitting issues.
•
Also, Regg Olsen from Utah volunteered to track the monthly STAPPA permitting meeting.

Other Business/Open Forum

•
Court action is anticipated on two coal fired power plant permits in Utah.  One plant is getting opposition from aggravated residents.  The other plant is getting opposition from environmental groups that believe the BACT evaluation was not thorough enough and there are also visibility concerns from the National Park Service.  It is anticipated that measures will be taken to revise the SIP to be in-line with current policies and there are set-backs from Region 8 in implementing the rules.

•
Alaska also has issues with coal fired plants and has required some plants to install baghouses for particulate control.
•
A BACT analysis for an electric plant fired on naphtha or fuel oil No. 2 is under review in Hawaii.  The applicant is stating that SCR is not feasible for fuel oil No. 2 due in-part to the fuel’s sulfur content.  The plant’s simple cycle operating temperature is also a concern for SCR feasibility.  If naphtha is used as the primary fuel for SO2 BACT, then feasibility of SCR as BACT for NOx must also be addressed.  There is also an issue on supplying naphtha from the two refineries.

•
There were concerns stated by New Mexico regarding biofuels and biomass.  As indicated, a 35 MW generating plant is proposing to burn Ponderosa Pine as a fuel.  Other discussions related to the topic included:

1)
AP-42 emission factors for wood waste combustion correlated well with performance test data for CO to determine major source applicability for facility burning macadamia nut shells.


2)
It was indicated that a permit was upheld due to argument to control pine needle piles without emissions and the permittee being left to comply with a 0% opacity standard.

3)
Another issue was brought up regarding sheds with wood stoves that would provide a cheap way to heat water if they became popular.      
Next Call:  November 17, 2004 3:00 pm MTN

