Notes from WESTAR Source Committee Meeting, January 23, 2002

Attendees:

Arizona 

– John Walls

Colorado 

– Mike Silverstein

Hawaii 

– Michael Madsen

Montana 

– Dave Klemp

New Mexico 

– Steve Dubyk

Oregon 

– Pat Vernon

South Dakota 

– Kyrik Rombough

Utah 


– Regg Olsen

Wyoming 

– Bernie Dailey

WESTAR 

– Bob Lebens




- Dan Johnson

NPS


- Don Shepherd

1.  Note Taker:  

The note taker for this meeting was South Dakota

2.  Review of minutes from November call:  

No one had comments on the minutes from the November call.  The minutes were approved.  

3.  Review PSD issues presented to EPA in a WGA letter:

During the Fall Buisness Meeting, the Committee was requested to review the WGA letter on New Source Reform and identify which issues are important to Western states.  In addition to the WGA letter, STAPPA/ALAPCO and individual states have submitted comments on the New Source Reform.  Therefore, the committee recommended that this issue and letters be reviewed as a whole and in the context that the letters were written during the March meeting.  

Based on the STAPPA/ALAPCO conference call, there were nine issues of concern.  EPA is considering (Issue 1 and 2) a proposed rule dealing with routine maintenance and replacement of like kind units; (Issues 3 –6) a direct final rule dealing with revised baselines, clean unit exemptions, and pals; and (Issues 7-9) guidance documents dealing with pollution control and de-bottlenecking.  The Committee has concerns that the public may not have a chance to comment on all of these issues.      

4.  Organization of a Permitting Workshop:

Jeff Gabler (WESTAR) had asked the sources committee if there was a need for an Advanced Permitting workshop.  This workshop was geared for emerging and policy issues geared toward Title V permitting.  The committee suggested the following that could be discussed during the Advance Permitting workshop: 1) How the New Source Review Program and Title V permit Programs work together, 2) How states are handling requirements in reissuing Title V permits 3) A refresher training on Title IV (Acid Rain) permitting and 4) Discussions on the New Source Review Reform. However, the committee concluded that the New Source Reform would probably be covered by the Prevention of Significant Detioration/New Source Review workshops.  Future suggestions or comments may be fowarded to Jeff Gabler via email.   

5.  Update on Energy Workgroup Activities:

Bob Lebens (WESTAR) has emailed out the latest version of the Energy Workgroup spreadsheet on the proposed power plant construction.  The workgroup has requested that any new additions or changes be submitted to Mr. Lebens in the next few weeks.  The workgroup plans on finalizing the spreadsheet and finalizing it during the next conference call.  

6.  Update on CAFOs Activities:
The CAFO workgroup appears to be duplicating the efforts of the Western/Midwestern States Ag Issue conference call.  The Ag issue group is working on developing emission factors that are based on good science and concur with NPDES rules.  The National Academy of Sciences is conducting a study to determine these emission rates.  The study should be completed around July.  The CAFO workgroup requested WESTAR to investigate the Ag issue group to determine if WESTAR should be coordinating with them.    

7.  Review of January BACT/LAER Workshop and Update on BACT/LAER Activities:

EPA is trying to make the BACT/RACT/LAER Clearinghouse user friendly.  EPA is proposing to modify the interface to require just a set of minimum fields to be completed.  A concern with approach is that the Clearinghouse may be easier to use than before but it may still be a large and daunting task to complete.  Therefore, the proposed modifications may not resolve the issue of States and Local agencies taking the time to update the Clearinghouse.    

8.  Planning for the March 27/28 Committee Meetings in Seattle

The Committee recommended an additional half-day session for the meeting. The logistics for the meeting may be found on WESTAR’s website and WESTAR will be providing funds for the trip.  The agenda for the meeting should be finalized during the next conference call.  During the meeting, the Committee needs to address two areas: 1) What issues we want to recommend to the Council for the next year and 2) electing a new co-chair to the Committee; Regg Olsen’s tour of duty is winding down.  

9.  Other Business:


There were no other business discussed during this conference call.  

10.  Next call

 The next call is scheduled for February 27, 2002

