WESTAR  Planning  Committee

Conference  Call  Minutes

May 1, 2003

Attendees:
Tina Anderson, WY

Brad Shultz, SD

Rita Trujillo, NM

Doug Schneider, WA

Bob Habeck, MT

Annette Liebe, OR


April Matsumura, HI

Steve Arnold, CO

Cheryl Heying, UT


Dan Johnson, WESTAR
Don Arkell, WESTAR
Mike Silverstein, CO

Bob Lebens, WESTAR
Ira Domsky, AZ 

Theresa Pella, AZ

Call to Order:
April 2003 meeting minutes:  Approved.  Minutes will be transferred to WESTAR for posting.

Action Issue Items:
Update on Air Directors’ Meeting in San Francisco -Bob Habeck

The meeting went well, the budget was presented and approved which included conference calls, meetings, etc.  All major topics presented were agreed upon, but the Planning Committee needs to develop the next steps.  

PM/Ozone NAAQS – Bob Habeck

Bob is reviewing the PM 2.5 designations guidance issued on April 1, 2003. There are criteria outlined in the guidance that describe procedures for defining non-attainment boundaries, the default being MSAs or entire counties.  Procedures are also given for petitioning the EPA for other boundaries if the MSA or county does not represent the non-attainment area.

Rural Ozone – Steve Arnold

Steve briefed the Air Directors on rural ozone issues, proposing that the Fall Technical Conference focus on this issue.  However the Air Directors felt that the issue was much broader.  Steve volunteered to develop an agenda to include monitoring, data trends, modeling, inventories, transport and coordination of existing information.  Steve will send to Rick Sprott, Dan Olsen and the rest of the Planning Committee and work on finding a funding source.

Natural Events Policy Workgroup - Bob Habeck

April 30th a bunch of people sat in on a STAPPA phone call with EPA discussing this issue.  The discussion was not as productive as it could have been, with EPA suggesting that they needed much more information before they can move forward with including PM 2.5 in the Natural Events Policy.  The Planning Committee concluded that it needs to keep actively involved with this issue and Dave McNeill was chosen to lead an Ad Hoc committee. Also on the committee are Gail Cooke, Doug Schneider, Bob Habeck, Theresa Pella, and someone from Oregon.   Bob mentioned that he was copied on an e-mail from OAQPS to the Regions advising them to begin processing the flagging PM 2.5 data.

Regional Haze (AP2 upcoming meeting, STIP2, model rule) –Tina Anderson, Bob Lebens, and Don Arkell

The upcoming Pollution Prevention workshop in Portland, May 20th and 21st focusing on 309 SIP requirements was discussed. Also mentioned was that Brian Finneran has received comments on the STIP2 from the EPA.  The Model Rule is almost done, and EPA has provided feedback.  Lenore Epstein from Utah will be coordinating a discussion regarding the penalty policy requirements.  A meeting will be held to discuss the WRAP Emission Inventory needs on May 7, in Denver.
Tracking Issue Items:


Regional Haze Development Update - Don Arkell

Don briefed the call on the Environ project that is underway that is identifying and characterizing emissions from stationary, mobile and area sources located near the Class I areas.  The Market Trading forum will be meeting May 15th and 16th in Tucson to resolve many outstanding issues.  The Mobile Sources Committee has drafted a letter for signature by the WRAP requesting a modification of 309 to clarify the need for a significance finding for SO2 emissions from mobile sources.

Transportation Conformity -Dave McNeill

Dave participated in a call with STAPPA discussing issues surrounding conformity determinations and dust emissions.  Concerns are being raised as to how accurate the emission calculations are and how the monitors are not confirming the model predicted results.  

Discussion Items:
Reports from outside committee participation – Cheryl Heying

Cheryl briefly mentioned the PM 2.5 Implementation Guidance discussion with EPA and STAPPA representatives.  The process is just beginning; see Edie Chang’s e-mail of May 1st for more detail.

Open  Microphone:  

None.

Next  Meeting:

June 5, 2003 - 2:00pm-3:00pm MST
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